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ATLU ORGAN RAPS BARBUDA WORKERS' PLIGHT, LAUDS ALP 


Barbuda Situation 


St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 22 Mar 86 p l 


{Text ] 


The Management of Coco Point Hotel 
on Barbuda has again started its blatant 
disregard for "law and order" by coercing 
the employees to sign orders against 
their will, with the intent thar they 
should not be tepresented by any Union. 

The A.T. & L.U. is legally the bargajn- 
ing Agent for the employees of that 
hotel and has been experiencing difficulties 
with Management. Since the workers 
requested the Union to represent them 
Management showed its dissatisfaction 
for their action. Their first attempt 
was to start getting rid of those workers 
whom they claim were the mouth-piece 
for the Linion. Also several other cvents 
took place which are evident of -he 
latter. 

Mat agement and the Union are present- 
ly locked in a dispute at the Industrial 
Court. 

Meanwhile: Management seems to 
think that this is not cnough. They 
have embarked upon the usual harassment 
towards the workers by demanding of 
them. to perform extra duties outside 
of their job description without pay. 
Also Service Charge due to the workers 
are not fairly distributed. A similar 
event took place two years ago which 
led to a strike at the said Hotel. 

Coco Point Management has been 
allowed to take advantage of the people 
of Barbuda for too long now. 


ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 














Unity is strength, and where there 
is no unity the workers will suffer. 
Whenever the workers try to organise 
in order to fight the injustices being 
experienced. there are those who would 
try to use their high offices and disorga- 
nise them, in order that their friends, 
Management of Coco Point Hotel, can 
Carry out their vindictive feelings against 
the workers. 

Barbudan workers, like Antiguans, 
will have to unite as one, stand firm 
and be militant and success will surely 
follow. 

We are fot condemning Foreign Invest- 
ment nor ti.c Investors, but at the same 
time we will not condone the behaviour 
of any Investor who would want to come 
to our country and violate the laws of 
our land and be_ disrespectful to our 
nationals. Antiguans/Barbudans are Worth 
much more than what they are receiving 
from most of the foreign investment 
in our country. We are capable of perform- 
iny dulies not only as labourers, messen- 


gers and cleaners but as Supervisors. 

This Newspaper was reliably’ informed 
that in a certain establishinent a foreigner 
occupies a Supervisory position. She 
has been causing problems to our nationals 
and is not in possession of a work permit. 

We are therefore calling on those 
in Authority who deal with Immigration 
and the issuing of Work Permits, etc. 
to investigate the matter expeditiously. 
The matter was reported to the Labour 
Department. 


ALP Accomplishments 


St Johns THE WORKERS VOICE in English 12 Apr 86 p l, 6 


[Text ] 


Some people would like to see the 
demise of the Antigua Labour Party in 
this twin island country, but they better 
Not hold their breath while wai ting for 
such an unfortunate event to take place. 


Tt is an open secret that the ship is 
being rocked by the actions of some 
leading party members, who seem _ to 























think the country belongs to them; others 
who believe that their main purpose 
in entering politics is to look out for 
themselves first and their constituents 
after, that is if they have time to: get 
around to them. Some rank and file 
party members are just as guilty. They 
consider themselves as having been 
,OStracised by some of their leaders and 
have been acting worst than them. Those 
in the service of the Government have 
reduced their production to less than 
half, have lost respect for both God and 
man, ‘and, couldn't care less whether 
the country goes forward or stagnates. 

For those persons who have followed 
the trend of politics throughout history 
would know that an elected Government 
with no opposition would naturally turn 
on itself, creating an oppcsition from 
within. the A.L.P. is no exception. 
But let those people who would like 
to see the demise of the party understand 
that the A.L.P. is here to stay, so that 
they should not comfort themselves 
by the present rocking of the boat. 

The Party is now at the middle of 
its third term since it returned after 
those five awful years under the '‘ineffec- 
tive leadership of the P.I.M. There is 
no one in this country who. would willing- 
ly return to such a hell when this country 
was almost transformed into a ghost- town. 

The rejected politicians have again 
formed themselves into a merger of 
convenience in order to oppose _ the 
people's party - the A.L.P. George Wal ter 
who has made history as the Premier 
who has served the” shortest period 
in these islands,is now attempting to 
bed down with the best known new 
face in the merger - Dr. Ivor Heath. 
Let us hope that at the N.D.P. convention 
later this month that Big George does 
not turn up with another 90 union votes’ 
like when he hijacked Robert Hall at 
the first convention of the P.L.M. Poor 
Robert never recovered from that shock. 
Watch it Doc: | 


The A.L.P. is the only Party in this 
country where ministers, senators, Trade 


























unionists and the rank and file can 
criticize each other without dismissal 
from the Party- In any other party people 
like the acting Editor of this newspaper 
would be out on his back-side long ago. 


Remember when the P.L.M. passed 
the Public Order Act, an officer of 
the A.W.U. just mentioned that he did 
not agree with the provisions of the 
Act and he was kicked’ out immediately. 
Others were dismissed from their jobs 
simply for speaking out. 

Not so today, civil servants, non-es tab- 
lished ‘and Statutory body workers along 
with Senators and even Ministers, conde mn 
openly: any action by the Government 
with which they do not agree. This makes 
Antigua and Barbuda one of the best 
places to live in this hemisphere. Only 
the A.L.P. could tolerate such. The'Ou tle t' 
could be as critical as it likes but just 
stick to the truth and not print false 
Statements about persons in- the society. 
The Lditor would never be arrested 
for printing the tuth It is time that 
he realizes when he ts arested for libelling 
people , the masses offer no sympathy 
to him whatsoever. It is easier to become 
a political martyr by going to prison 
for the truth rather than printing lies 
and falsehoods about people who live 
in our community. No wonder that the 
Doctor and Walter are distancing them- 
selves from the A.C.L.M. and Outlet. 

The masses have realized that the 
A.1.L.U. and the A.L.P. have built this 
country from a backward colonial slave 
colony, to the leading island in’ the English 
speaking West Indies and are not anxious 
to let anyone else break down what 
has taken such sacrifice to build. 
It is obvious that some of the dead wood 
and misfits would have to be put ashore 
before the ship heads for the next general 
elections, after which the Party” and 
its rudder and compass, the A.T.L.U. would 
be ready to meet any challenge from 
any party or merger of parties head on. 
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occasion, so you prophets of doom and 


gloom take heed. 

Though cowards flinch and Traitors 
stare we will keep the Red Flag flying 
Hlere. It is) the only banner under which 
the masses of this country can survive. 
Ihe A.L.P. would never be divided, 
‘oO do not fool yourselves. 
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HieCTOR: U.S. RAID ON LIBYA REVEALS DESIGNS IN SOUTH AFRICA 


St Johns OUTLET in English 18 Apr 86 pp 8-9 


[Tim Hector column "Fan the Flame": "On Terror, Disinformation and 


Terrorism” ] 


{Text ] 


We hear our bioody _neighbours..not 
confessing 

Their cruel deeds, filling their hearers 
With Sirange invention. 


Those lines were written exactly 380 
years ago, by Shakespeare in Macpbeth. 
If you listen to the White Western media 
today you have a perfect example of 
powers and principalities out to do 
their cruel deeds of aggression, "filling 
their hearers/with strange inventions". 


Today we are being told that terrorists 
are every where. Every one who does 
not toe the American line, an! cough 
up the American view of events is either 
a communist or terrorist or both 


A couple of weeks ago, the United States 
was in Libyan waters spreading murder, 
and it said, using military might to 
make a point. Its point was that it was 
disputing with Libya whether the Gulf 
of Sirte was Libyan or international 
waters. (They, the U.S. say Gulf of 
Sidra, Libyans call it Sirte, and | think 
that at jleast if the Americans call a 
State Texas no one has the right to 
call Texas Old Mexico) therefore we 
must refer to the Gulf as the Gulf of 
Sirte). Strangely, the U.S. which claims 


to uphold the rule of law, was not refertr- 
ing this dispute to the World Court, 
where such disputes are arbitrated, 
but chose instead to use HARM missiles 
to frighten Libya int» submitting to 
its will. State terrorism replaced the 
rule of law. That is crystal clear. 


lwo weeks later the U.S. is back in 
Libyan waters seeking no doubt, by 
limited war, to bomb Libya back into 
the stone age as the U.S. attempted 
to do in Vietnam and was defeated. 
This time the U.S. claims that, in the 
wake of its Libyan confrontation, a 
bomb blast in a West Berlin disco killed 
a United States soldier and a_ Turkish 
woman, and some 44 Americans were 
injured in the process. That same week 
too a bomlh exploded on a TWA airliner 
over Greece, killing four Americans. 


Phe U.S. claim that Libva was responsible 
for these “terrorist attacks" and it 
is poing to teach Linya a tesson, tien 
Reagan changed his tune, and claimed 
that his State Tenorism in) Libya, in 
the dead of night, was a= pre emptive 
strike, not againsst past terrorism but 
apainst future 
cannot prove any past terrorism on 


terrorism, Since he 


the part of Libya, he uses a ruse "future" 
terrorism. It is specious in the extreme. 




















The U.S. never told the world that an 
anonymous caller told a news agency 
that a group calling itself Holger Meins 
Commando conducted the attack against 
the discotheque in Berlin. Ana tliat 
the group is West Berlin bred and born 
with a history of ‘terrorist’ activity 
since 1971, none of which was ever 
related to any foreign power. 


Worse, the U.S. never told the world, 
if and how Libya was connected. It 
simply made the connection. They say 
so, therefore, it is so. In spite of Libya's 
repeated denials, the U.S. insisted that 
Libya was involved in the West Berlin 
disco attack and in the TWA bombing, 
without providing the slightest shred 
of evidence. And like cowards this awe- 
some power, attacked a sleeping peaceful 
Libyai This was Pear! Harbour in reverse. 


Now let us examine the larger question. 
The U.S. claims that Libya is a terrorist 
nation, engaged in_ terrorism § against 
the U.S.. Therefore we must examine 
the record. In April 1983 a suicide squad 
bombed the U.S. embassy in Beirut, 
Lebanon, killing 63 people, including 
17 Americans. This was always considered 
a direct response of Lebanese resisting 
American involvement and_ military 
occupation of Lebanon. 


Then in October 1983 there was the 
well-known incident again in Lebanon, 
when Lebanese Moslems, compelled 
the U.S. to withdraw its forces from 
Lebanon, when a truck bomb attack 
killed 241 U.S. Marines at the headquar- 
ters of U.S. Force in Lebanon. In a 
manner of speaking, well suited to the 


Middle East, a David, using a sling shot. 


had felled a giant. 


fhen in December 1983 bombs at Unitec 
States and French embassies in Kuwait 
killed six and wounded more than 80. 
Libva, then or now, was not said to 


be involved, 


- 





then in September 1984, two Americans 
md oa dozen Lebanese killed by Lebanese 
surcide squad which car bomb wrecked 


United States Embassv annexed in Beirut. 


In June 1985 Shi'itie Moslems hijack 
TWA airliner in Mediterranean. Again 
later in June, a suitcase bomb explodes 
at Frankfurt airport in West Germany 
killing three. Arab group in Beirut claim 
responsibility. 


Next month, July 1985, one killed, 26 
injured as bombs hit TWA and British 
Airways offices in Madrid. iu. Copenhagen, 
several injured by blasts at United States 
Northwest Orient Airlines office and 
a Jewish synagogue. 


August 1985. Car bomb kills two and 
injures 20 at United States base in Frank- 
furt. Please note too, how often there 
are attacks in Frankfurt West Germany. 


‘Libya was never said to be _ involved 


in any way. By the way elements of 
the Red Army faction and the Red 
Brigade live in Antigua, some of whom 
were involved in the murder of former 
Italian Prime Minister Aldo Moro, ana 
are known to live here by the Antigua 
Governmeut and the U.S. Government. 
They are here to wreck Antigua if ACLM 
comes to power, and have said so. 


Then comes October 1985 New York 
man, a cripple, Leon Klinghoffer is 
killed and thrown from Italian Liner, 
Achille Lauro. The vessel was hijacked 
by Palestinians during a cruise in the 
Meditteranean. Few days later Israeli 
warplanes pounded Tunisia and_ the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
headquarters. 


November 1985 - Sixty killed as Egyptian 
troops stormed Egyptair plané in Malta. 
One American died. : 


December 1985, Arab suicide squads, 
reportedly led by Abu Nidal who is 
based in Syria hit check-in-desks at 

















Rome and Vienna airports. Death toll 
18. 


April 1986. Bomb blast in West Berlin 
disco kills U.S. soldier and Turkish woman. 


I have deliberately and painstakingly 
recalled every known incident of so-called 
terrorism. In every instance Libya could 
not be connected. It is well known, 
that every Arab country, Libya foremost, 
supports the Palestinian struggle, which 
like the struggle against apartheid began 
in 1948. The homeless and_ stateless 
Palestinians, a whole nation turned into 
refugees, have the sympathy of 
progressive and humane people 
everywhere. Their guerrilla methods, 
were the very methods used by Israel 
and sanctioned by the U.S., Britain, 
France etc. Today, what the West 
sanctioned with Israel since 1948, it 
now abhors’ with hypocritical horror 
when emploved by the Palestinians. 


But in the world we live, we are not 
only supping deep on horrors, we have 
State Terrorism planned, financed, 
directed and executed by the most 
powerful countries of the world, against 
small defenceless States. There is the 
U.S. and Israel Britain and South Africa 
who are prepared to be involved in 
State terrorism, all prepared to act 
against Third World peoples. 


Let us make no mistake about it. The 
recent attack on Libya by the U.S. 
had nothing to do with Libyan terrorism. 
Nothing whatsoever. 


The Reagan terrorist attack on Libya, 
at dead of night in tandem with Britain, 
is aimed at the Libyan economy. The 
intention first is to destroy a _ Third 
World African country which has the 
means, the financial means to be 
independent of both the USSR and the 
USA. Hold fast to that and every thing 
else becomes clear. 





I want to support that point. Patrick 
Seale, an acknowledged expert of Arab 
affairs argued that "a wise super-power 
doesn't think in terms of inflicting 
punishment on tiny States of 2 to 
million people". Continuing "Hitting 
Gaddafi will only persuade more Aral 
States to support the Libyans". 


Another commentator, R.W. Apple, 
makes it clear that if any State should 
be attacked for terrorism it should 
be Syria. But says Apple, "Syria is off 
limits to an American military attack, 
they say, because such a strike might 
well bring the Soviet Union into the 
conflict on Syria's side". Unlike Syria, 
Libya has no Friendship Treaty ‘with 
the Soviet Union, so that Libya becomes 
fair game for barbarous acts of State 
terrorism. 


At the same time, the Soviet Union 
and the U.S. have demonstrated that 
if countries, are effective and can sustain 
their own independence, even then 
they must be compelled to seek the 
protection of one or the other 
super-power. Libya is boldly resisting 
that course. May they succeed. 


That point has to be grasped in all its 
fullness. It has particulariy meaning 
for us and South Africa. For if South 
Africa were freed under Black Rule, 
it has the means to be truly independent. 
It follows then, that whites and traitor- 
ous blacks too, in South Africa. will 
be instructed, directed and _ financed 
as contras to destroy the South African 
economy, before Black power prevails. 
Or, if Black socialists prevail, as they 
will, in South Africa, various pretexts, 
like sponsoring terrorism", or "exporting 
revolution” will be used to attack Black 
ruled South Africa to reduce it to econo- 
mic shambles. 


In fact, Reagan providing the notorious 
vagabond Savimbi in Angola with missiles 
is the first clear and unarguable sign 




















that the U.S. intention is to reduce 
Southern African to economic impotence, 
and thus imperil real independence 
for African peoples either in North 
Africa - Libya or in Southern Africa. 
That is what is at stake in the crisis 
in Libya. 

I want to be more emphatic. In Angola, 
it is a matter of policy for the Angolan 
Government to protect U.S. economic 
interests, in particular, the oil establish- 
ments owned by U.S. Company Gulf 
Oil. Both Cuban and Angolan _ troops 
protect these U.S. interests. And yet 
the U.S. Government finds it mecessary 
to sponsor terrorist activity against 
the very Angolan Government that 
protects U.S. interests! 


It becomes transparently clear, that 
it is a truly independent Southern Africa, 
which is under attack, and the prime 
U.S. interest in the world, is to use 
State terror itself, or via Israel and 
South Africa against Third World Nations. 
Britain in Libya on Monday directly 
associated itself with this State terrorism 
against Libya and the Third World. 


Libya, following Grenada and Nicaragua, 
have been the victims of this State 
terrorist policy. Libya moreso. Libya 
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is African. I am African. This unprovoked 
attack on Libya is going to determine 
much about the world in which we live. 
For what is under attack, is not Libyan 


terrorism, as the evidence indisputably 
shows, but the genuine’ independence 


of any Third World Country. 


Saudi Arabia can have its wealth provided 
it keeps its old feudal structure, frittering 
away its oil wealth among 2,000 Princes 
and their entourage. Zaire, can waste 
its substance in corruption, a la Marcos 
and Duvalier, and will have U.S. support 
in so doing. 


Libya having abolished its feudal monar- 
chy and its feudal structure in 1969; 
Libya having distributed its wealth 
among the masses, is an enemy, to 
those who would have the masses of 
the world hungry, houseless, poor and 
powerless. 


But, it is very likely, that the masses 
of the world, in North and Southern 
Africa, the Caribbean, the Middle East, 
and Latin America, will not accept 
the place that the State Terrorists 
have assigned them. At any rate, it 
is that struggle in which the world is 
now engaged. 
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U.S. CONCERNED ABOUT BIRD CORRUPTION, CABINET DRUGS ROLE 


St Johns OUTLET in English 18 Apr 86 pp 1, 2 


[Text ] 


Reports, from usually reliable . sources, 
state that a U.S. high level team will. 
visit Antigua shortly to discuss with 
the Bird Regime, known imstances of 
corruntion in which the Bird administra- 
tion have been involved. 


The sudden concern by the U.S. about 
corruption in the Bird Regime has created 
panic in the government who are hastily 
trying to put a delegation together 
to meet the U.S. team and to forestall 
and deflect the U.S. team with arguments 


about the failure and ‘paucity’ of U.S. 
Aid. ; 


News of the impending U.S. -survey 
of corruption leaked when Deputy Prime 
Minister, invited Minister of Port, Molwyn 
Joseph, to be part of the Government 
delegation to meet the American team. 


The Reports state that Minister of 


Port Molwyn Joseph was surprised to 
be invited as a member of the Antigua 
delegation, since he was unaware of 
what precisely would be the subject 
of the meeting. It appeared ‘that he 
was being asked to pick other peoples 
cashews out of the fire. 


Other ministers contacted by Outlet 
refused to comment on the reports, 
but would not confirm or deny the possibi- 
lity of such a U.S. team coming here 
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to end the endless slide of the Bird 
regime into corruption. 


The U.S. Team is reported to be concern- 
ed about a possjble collapse of the Bird 
regime in the manner of Marcos in 
the Phillipines and Duvalier in Haiti. 

: tf 
Indeed, events in Antigua bear .a striking 
resemblance to developments in the 
Phillipines prior to the collapse and 
departure of Marcos from the Phillirines 
Before Marcos collapsed he had directed 
his hostility against then opposition 
leader Benigno Aquino, who, after numer- 
ous prosecutions was forced into exile 
in the United States. Similarly, ACLM 
political leader, Leonard Tim Hector 
is the most prosecuted political figure 
in the Caribbean. After Aquino decided 
to return to the Phillipines he was killed 
by the Marcos Regime. 


As the political climate drifted along 
if™the Phillipines, and began to deterior- 
ate, the U.S. sent a team under Senator 
Lugar, to urge Marcos to mend his ways, 
and bring about reforms. Marcos side— 
tracked the U.S. team, with an election, 
which eventually proved to be his undoing. 


The similarity with Antigua is striking. 
Reports are all over the Caribbean 
and wider afield about corruption in 
Antigua, particularly concerning a propos- 











ed Desalting Plant. These widespread 
reports in official Caribbean and U.S. 
circles ‘perhaps disturbed the U.S. and 
led the U.S. to the conclusion that the 


Bird regime could go the way of the | 


Marcos regime. 


The U.S. is said alec, to be “disturbed 


by the fact that the new : opposition 
which it tried to cultivate in. Antigua 
had failed to make any impact, and 
has merged again, after a few months, 
with the party from -which most of 


its members originally split, That party 
was roundly defeated and dismissed 


as “nonentities" in the 1984 General’: 


Elections. 


People in the know claim that the U.S. 
sees ACLM as the only credible and 
likely alternative to the Bird regime, 
and is seeking through the U.S. team 
to recommend a package of reforms 
which would check corruption in the 
Bird regime, and preclude ACLM coming 
to power on the collapse of the Bird 
government. 


P.M Bird, bas virtually withdrawn from 
the-leadership of the Government and 
nation, as he has become tore and 
more incapable of ending the feuds 
within his Cabinet. He attended the 
Test Match in Antigua with his young 
4 year old daughter on his knee most 
of the time as he watched the Fifth 
and final Test Match. Political observers 
claim that PM V.C. Bird's regular, rather 
than official, attendance at the Test 
Match was an open rebuke to his boycott- 
ing Deputy Lester Bird. 


At the same time another feud flared 
in Cabinet which is said to have shattered 
PM Bird, and provoked the feeling that 
the ship is certainly sinking. 


It happened when, Minister of Edcation 
Reuben Harris, was upbraiding Minister 
in the Ministry of Economic Development, 
Hugh Marshall, for issuing a statement 


deploring the police arrest of anti-apar- 
theid youths who had stuck up posters 
on the Recreation Grounds urging people 
to "Join the anti-apartheid struggle’. 
Harris claimed that the Marshall state- 
ment "undermined confidence in_ the 
Police". 


Marshall is said to have replied that 
the Police "should have looked the other 
way". Marshall is said to have continued 
with a statement which shocked the 
Prime Minister and Cabinet. Marshall 
is said to have told the Cabinet, that 


just as the Police look the other way, 
‘and allow certsin big drug pushers to 
get away, the police cour have looked 
|the other wav and not arrest the young 


anti-apartheid activists. 


The statement by Marshall’ created 
alarm in Cabinet for the statement 
clearly implied that there were big 
drug-pushers, known to Cabinet, who 
had official or Polwe protection, or 
drug pushers at or trom which the Police 
"lock the other wav . 


The ship is surely sinking when in the 
very Cabiret accusation of condonation 
of big drug-pushers js made confidently, 
without any refutation being offered. 


U.S. sources have not confirmed whether 
or not the U.S. team will be urging 
on the Bird regime a package of reforms 
to mend its peculiar ways in matters 
of finance and members of the Bird 
regime amassing personal fortunes. 
However, the Drug question has for 
sometime now ennervated and angered 
U.S. officialdom. 


U.S. official sources, would only say 
that when Deputy Prime Minister, Lester 
Bird, was in Washington recently, a 
suggestion was put that there should 
be an "economic dialogue" between 
Washington officials and the _ U.S. 
Government. U.S. sources were prepared 
to confirm though, that the up-coming 











meeting between the U.S. and the Bird 
regime is part of that "economic dialogue" 
which will take place shortly. 


Apart from all that, there was another 
odd incident at Cabinet. Minister of 
Education and Sports, Reuben Harris, 
was distributing to his Cabinet colleagues 
invitations for an official cocktail party 
which was held on Wednesday last for 
the England and West Indies Test teams 
at the end of the England tour. 


According to the report from Cabinet, 
Harris '‘ostentatiously’ distributed the 
invitations to each Cabinet Minister, 
with all except Lester Bird receiving 
an invitation to the cricket Cocktail 
party. Another Cabinet Minister asked, 
after the invitations had been distributed, 
if there was not one for the Deputy. 
Harris is said to have replied that he 
"would not insult the Deputy Prime 
Minister by giving him an invitation". 
Lester Bird normally quick to laugh, 
sat grim faced throughout, what was 
characterised as the "strange distribution 
of invitations to a mere cocktail party 
at a Cabinet meeting". Cabinet sources 
say that this was another nail in Harris’ 
political coffin, and that “the Dynasty 
will strike back". When and how the 
Dynasty will strike back is not known. 
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However, they are known to feel that 
Harris move was a calculatead snub, 
in that the Deputy Prime Minister should 
have received an invitation by virtue 
of his office. Then, they say, it was 
up to the Deputy to attend or boycott 
as he saw fit. 


The fact that there are reports that 
the U.S. feels that the Bird regime 
is on a corrupt slide, and is intervening 
to check that slide; the fact that 
accusations of drug-pushing which is 
officially condoned, and these unrefuted 
accusations were made at Cabinet, 
without any rebuttal; the fact that 
the feud between the Lester Bird faction 
and the Harris mini-faction is still at 
its height; the fact that for the first 
time PM V.C. Bird cannot stamp his 
authority on the Cabinet and ruling 
party, is a sure sign that the ALP 
One-Party ship is sinking from the weight 
of its own corruption, its own condonation 
of drug-pushing, its own power struggle, 
its own mal-administration. Some of 
the second mates and crew, are wondering 
aloud if they "should abandon ship". 


Captain, the ship is surely sinking. 


—- @ 


_ 











ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


HECTOR, ACLM ORGAN COMMENT ON CARIBBEAN UNITY 
U.S. "Dominance’ in Area 
St Johns OUTLET in English 18 Apr 86 p 6 


[Article from 7 March 1986 CARIBBEAN TIMES: “U.S. Dominance No Answer to 
Caribbean Crisis Says Antiguan Opposition Leader” ] 





[Text ] 


RECENTLY, Mr Tim 
Hector, leacer of the 
Afro-Caribbean 
Liberation Movement 
(ACLM) and editor of 
Antigua weekly news- 
paper, Outle’, dropped 
in on Caribbean Times 
to clarify reports on 
charges brought 
against him; and to 
give an overview of re- 
cent developments in 
Antigua and the Carib- 
bean. 

In July of 1985 
Caribbean Times re- 
ported that Mr Hector 
had been sentenced to 
six months for libel by 
a Magistrates’ Court in 
Antigua. But besides 
the fact that Mapis- 
trates’ Courts do not 
try Libel cases, Mr 
Hector explained that 
he was charged under 
the Public Order 
Amendment Act of 
1976 for ‘making a 
false statement likely to 
underarmine confi- 
dence in a_ public 
official in the conduct 
of public affairs’. 


The statement in 
question, which was 
made in Outlet, 
claimed that the Anti- 
guan government did 
not show up at a 
Reagan Summit in 
North Carolina be- 
cause one of its minis- 
ters was stopped at 
Miami Airport and 
questioned about large 
sums of money he was 
carrsing. It is the latter 
part of the statement 
that attracted the 
charge. 

An appeal was made 
aganist the sentence 
and a decision was ex- 
pected from the Appeal 
Court on Feb 24th. 


Campaign 


MR HECTOR, who 
was in London to deliv- 
er two lectureson CLR 
James, sees his pro- 
secution as part of an 
Ongoing campaign to si- 
lence Outlet, the only 
Antiguan newspaper 
that is non-government 
owned. Outlet had to 








— 
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close down in 1978 
ter reporting that ato. 
were going to South 
Africa from Antigua. 
Printing facilities were 
withdrawn by their 
printing firm, which 
was owned by govern- 
ment officials. The 
arms report was subse- 
quent’s proven to be 
accurate. The news- 
paper now has its own 
printing press. 
Speaking on US 
dominance in Antigua, 
Mir Hector said that of 
the 32 tuxury hotels in 
the island, 30 were US 
owned. Becuase of the 
overdependence — on 
tourism (72° GNP) 
agricultural produc- 
tion has drastically de- 
clined, a fact docu- 


— mented by World Bank 


reports. The country 
has a food import bill 
of US $40, larger than 
the national revenue: 
and most of the food is 
supplied by rich far- 
mers and = multi- 
national corporations 
in the US. 














US economic domi- 
nance of Antigua is also 
matched in the military 
sphere. The USA has 
two military bases in 
Antigua and has re- 
cently established a 
regional training camp 
ler = US/Caribbean 
forces needed for fu- 
ture intervention in the 
English-speaking 
Caribbean, or perhaps 
Nicaragua, suggested 
Mr. Hector. 

On the political 
level, the Republician 
Party of the US has 
organised all the ruling 
parties in the English- 
speaking Caribbean in- 
to what they have 
termed, the Caribbean 
Democratic . Union 
(CDU), with Reagan's 
party included in the 
alliance. Mr Hector 
says that this move will 
now institutionalise the 
Republician Party as a 
permanent factor in 
the political process in 
the Caribbean. 

Barbados and 
Guyana have not 
joined the CDU but 
Mr. Hector expects 
them to follow their 
Caribbean neighbours. 
He believes that the 
PNC of Guyana would 
be given secret mem- 
bership in order to pre- 
serve Hoyte’s so called 
progressive image. 





Dynasty 


RETURNING to Anti- 
gua Mr. Hector said 
the country was ruled 
by a dynasty of father 
and son that has been 
in power for over thirty 
years, longer than the 
Duvaliers’. He said 
that the US is 
concerned that its 
English-speaking 
dynasty and military 
headquarters might 
collapse. 

In response to ques- 
tions on the way out of 
the crisis he described 
for Antigua, he said 
that to any observer 
the country does not 
have the preconditions 
for socialism. Howev- 
er, ACLM is firmly of 
the view that tourism 
has to be brought un- 
der local, national con- 
trol. Tourism can be 
used for accumulating 
development capital 
for industrialisation, 
by altering the pattern 
whereby profits are re- 
patriated to the US. 

The island states of 
the Caribbean are not 
viable economic units, 
Mr Hector argued, and 
therefore their future is 
tied up with the ques- 
tion of regional unity. 


“The only possible 





basis forthe Caribbean 
to survive, from Baha- 
mas to Surinam, is as a 
regional state of forty 
million people, 
embracing all the lan- 
guage groups in the 
Caribbean archipela- 
go”. 


The breakdown of the 
bauxite economy in 
Jamaica and the oil 
economy in Trinidad 
and Curacao, the sugar 
economy of Barbados, 
the bananas/nutmeg of 
Grenada, or the fourist 
industry of Antigua, 
continued Mr Hector, 
indicate that the crisis 
is total, and the solu- 
tion, equally, has to be 
totals “a United Carib- 
bean". . 
Mr Hector conclué 
ded that “not all 
Reagan's Kingsmen nor 
all his kingshorses can 
put the individual 
humpt~ dumpty nation 
states of the Caribbean 
together again as indi- 
vidual economies”. 
That will only come 
about when people in 
each territory seek to 
overcome the economic 
and political mess in 
which they find them- 
selves. “The movement 
for a Caribbean nation 
must become a move- 
meat of the Caribbean 
people themselves.” 





National Movement Meeting 
St Johns OUTLET in English 18 Apr 86 pp l, 2 


[Text ] 


A movement, known as the Caribbean 
National Movement, in a Press Confer- 
ence in Barbados confidently predicted, 
that the Caribbean, including all 27 
island and coastal states in the region 
will be united in a Zone of peace by 
and before the end of the century. 


Chairman of the Press Conference, 
was Antigua's Tim Hector, who made 
the official statement on behalf of 
the Caribbean National Movement, 
while Dominica's Rosie Douglas, St. 
Lucia’s George Odlum and Hervin Chuny 
of Jamaica answered questions for 
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more than an hour put by the Barbados 
press. 

Tim Hector in his opening statement 
told the Barbados Press that with a 


view to uniting the Caribbean, the CNM, 
had organised all the progressive organisa- 
tions in the Dutch, English, French 
and Spanish Caribbean "so that there 
would be a mass movement throughout 
the Caribbean” seeking to unite the 
peoples of the region, as a_ Regional 
State, of 30 million people which Hector 
sail was the only basis on which a viable 
Caribbean economy could be based. 


Mr Hector also announced that there 
would b& a Caribbean Nation Popular 
Congress, on the theme "Forward to 
a Caribbean Nation" which the CNM 
would organise in late June or early 
July. The conference would be held 
in the Caribbean, and several Caribbean 
governments have already been approach- 
ed to allow the Caribbean Congress 
to be held in their territory. Mr Hector 
also announced that a prominent member 
of the ANC, believed to be Mrs Winnie 
Mandela, will deliver a feature address. 
Among the subjects to be discussed 
at the First Caribbean Nation Popular 
Congress, is the Economics of Caribbean 
Nationhood at which several top econo- 
nists in the region will make presentar 


tions. 
Also included in the agenda, of the 
First Caribbean Congress are panels 


on Religion and Caribbean Nationhood 


involving Church Representatives, The 
Liberation of wr .en and Caribbean 
/13104 
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Nationhood, Workers & Trade Unions 


in One Caribbean. 


Auswering questions from the SS, 
Mr Rosie Douglas pointed out tha. th 
economic crisis which has gripped t! 
Caribbean leading to various IMF pack- 
ages which have pauperised several 
territories in the region, can only be 


resolved by a united Caribbean creating 
Pe EE . . . . . 

a new basis of meaningful industrialisa- 
tion, and a realistic market for a Carib- 
bean Agricultural programme, organised 


and directed by Caribbean’ workers 
and farmers. 


Mr Odlum, told the Press Conference, 
that this initiative for Caribbean unity 
is distinctly and noticeably different 
from the ill-fated ‘and short lived West 
Indies Federation of 1958-62, in that 
it is not a union of political heads, or 
an administrative arrangement, but 
begins with the Mass of the people 
central not only as observers but "deter- 
mining the perspectives - and practices 
on which the Caribbean people 
be united in One Caribbean". 


can 


Mr Rosie Douglas also pointed out that 
at the Congress some 50 people would 
attend from each territory representing 
workers, farmers, women and intellec- 
tuals, and that the Congress would 
be funded by Caribbean Trade Unions, 
Canadian Trade Unions, member organisa- 
tions as well as donor organisations 
in the U.S. and other countries. Caribbean 
immigrant groups in Canada, U.S.A., 
England, France and the ‘Netherlands 
will be represented at the First Caribbean 
Nation Popular Congress. 

















ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 


BRIEFS 


NEW BUDGET DIRECTOR--Mr. Alphonso Derrick, presently a lecturer at the Antigua 
State College, has been appointed to take up the post budget director in the 
Ministry of Finance. Mr. Derrick, who holds masters degrees from the 
University of Leeds, University of Mississippi and University of London, takes 
up a position left vacant at the death of Mr. Alphonso Guishard. The former 
budget director died some two years ago. Mr. Derrick's job will make him 
responsible for closely monitoring government's revenue and expenditure, 
prepare estimates, enforce budgetary controls and advise government on fiscal 
measures. [Text] [St Johns NATION's VOICE in English 11 Apr 86 p 7] /13104 
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ARGENTINA 


DELLEPIANE'S VIEWS ON CGT MEASURES, CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM 
Cordoba LA VOZ DEL INTERIOR in Spanish 7 Apr 86 p 9 


[Interview with Raul Dellepiane, assistant secretary and attorney of the 
Social Democratic Party (PSD) and member of the Council for the Consolidation 
of Democracy; date and place not given] 


[Text] "There are political strikes that can end up in a way that the workers 
do not want." 


These are the words of Raul Dellepiane, who in a talk with LA VOZ DEL INTERIOR 


also discussed the constitutional reform, leftwing forces and the CGT strong- 
arm measures, The following is a summary of the interview. 


[Question] What prospects do you see for the definitive consolidation of the 
Socialist Unity alliance, in view of the differing political stands that the 
PSD and the PSP [Popular Socialist Party] have taken and inasmuch as the PSP 
seems to be closer to the position of the CGT [General Confederation of Labor] 
and even took an active part in the latest nationwide work stoppage? 


[Answer] Socialist Unity is a development of far-reaching importance, in that 
it is not just an electoral coalition and because we have been working 
together on almost every aspect of the country's various problems. For 
example, next month we are going to hold a few health care seminars in Icho 
Cruz, and I can tell you that we are in almost total agreement on how the 
government ought to deal with the health care issue. Also, to the extent that 
we look into specific problems, we show greater ideological consistency. As 
far as the strike proposal was concerned, one's presence on a_ speaker's 
platform is often a social matter, not a question of principles. We supported 
the objectives of the strike, but we also cautioned that when strikes become 
political, they can end up in a way that the workers themselves do not want. 


All in all, I have no doubt that Socialist Unity is heading down the best 
possible paths and that its members are showing a loyal determination to 
follow procedures, to play cleanly in our relations, which inspires me to 
assert that we will successfully consolidate a single Socialist Party in 
Argentina. I don't know whether this will happen in the near or intermediate 
term, but it will certainly happen. 
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[Question] Since you belong to the Council for the Consolidation of 
Democracy, what is the council's position on the possibility of reforming the 
National Constitution and what is the PSD's stand on this issue? 


[Answer] The council has decided to hear the views of all the country's 
social, political, economic and cultural sectors, in other words, not just to 
conduct a technical assessment, but also to sound out the views of the entire 
country on the need for reform. The council, of course, has not yet formed an 
opinion on the matter. As far as the party's position is concerned, I must 
say in the first place that a reform must not have a secondary purpose; a 
constitutional reform cannot be designed to overcome the political problems of 
a given party or segment of society. 


If we were to subordinate the objective of the reform, we would be harming the 
country again and fueling discord in Argentina. The OSD congress has come out 
in favor of reforming the constitution, mainly in functional matters. 
Specifically, we see a need to decentralize government. We feel that power is 
overconcentrated in the president's hands, that has does not have enough time 
for the fundamentals. 


We thus advocate a decentralization of power, returning to the Legislature 
powers that it has lost in practice and assigning it new functions. 


The Plebiscite 


[Question] What do you think of national UCR [Radical Civic Union] 
Congressman Cesar Jaroslavsky's proposal to take advantage of the 1987 
legislative and gubernatorial elections to hold a plebiscite on the issue of a 
constitutional reform? 


[Answer] I personally disagree with Congressman Jaroslavsky on a plebiscite 
at that time. I don't think that such an important issue, one of the few that 
can strengthen national unity, should be put to a referendum on such_ short 
notice and without a prior debate on the why and wherefore of a _ reform. 
Unless we spell things out clearly, the referendum will be a capricious way of 
securing a mandate from the people, but it will not be a genuine expression of 
the thinking of the majority of the Argentine people. 


[Question] How do you view the realignment of leftwing forces in the country 
and where would you place democratic socialism along the spectrum? 


[Answer] We Argentines are very fond of diagrams; we like to have everything 
diagrammed out and spelled out in synoptic charts. Politics is much more 
complicated. At times, however, all a certain party need do is proclaim four 
or five seemingly revolutionary principles that actually represent 
conventional or threadbare truths, to be called preponderant on the Left or 
the Right. Now then, true political philosophies are becoming more 
transparent. When we speak of the democratic Left, we are referring to the 
Left that accepts political pluralism. So, in this analysis I am leaving out 
all of the leftists who want a single party, a party as a movement, a populist 
party or whatever you may choose to call it. Within the spectrum of parties 

















that really espouse an ideology, I would say that the Socialist Party 
represents the country's democratic Left. 


[Question] Getting back to the Council for the Consolidation of Democracy and 
your experience in it, do you feel that the council can exert real influence 


on what the government does? 


[Answer] This is the first time that the country, through such an 
organization, has considered a structural change in the government and in 
Argentine society, and in this sense it is a move forward. 


[Question] Finally, what is your opinion of the 36-hour work stoppage that 
the CGT has announced for this month? Do you think that a work stoppage is a 
valid way of pressing for social grievances in a crisis-ridden country? 


[Answer] General strikes should be the last resort in a long process of 
grievance struggles. Unless it has been preceded by true struggle, unless all 
political channels at all levels have been exhausted, a general strike becomes 
an instrument of politics, not necessarily of the workers’ interests. We are 
therefore cautioning, and not without concern, that such persistence, which is 
also a response to some degree of reluctance on the government's part to 
broach social issues, could lead us to an undesired end, 
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ARGENTINA 


CGT'S 26-POINT PROPOSAL TO GOVERNMENT RELEASED 

Buenos Aires CLARIN in Spanish 10 Apr 86 p 3 

[Text] The following is a summary of the 26 points that the CGT [General 
Confederation of Labor] proposed last year to the government to revamp and 
reactivate the various sectors of the national economy: 

1) Declare a moratorium on servicing the so-called foreign debt. 

2) ‘Ask Congress to look into the nature and legitimacy of the so-called 
foreign debt and the commitments and repayment periods to be negotiated once 


the current national emergency is over. 


3) Contract no further obligations to service the so-called foreiyn debt nor 
allow usurers to increase it. PEs 


4) Make the financial system serve the country. 
5) Nationalize bank deposits again. 


6) Push for tax reform aimed at expanding the production of goods and 
services. 


7) Mobilize the country's considerable idle capacity. 


8) Immediately undertake plans to build housing that all segments of society 
can afford. 


9) Provide direct and indirect incentives for exports. 
10) Promote import substitution 
11) Regain parity in ocean and overland freight for our foreign trade. 


12) The outlook for exports must not be limited to a severe selloff of 
inventories. 


13) Attach renewed importance to government investment. 
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14) Vigorously defend the strengthening and expansion of state-run 
enterprises. 


15) Regain and support the status that Argentina's basic and high-technology 
industries have achieved. 


16) Assure the legitimate, equitable and effective sharing of tax revenues. 
17) Support investment. 


18) Defend the democratic and republican system in relation to the powers 
reserved for Congress. 


19) Declare the dictatorial provisions null and void as soon as possible. 
20) Guarantee the rights of the worker. 

21) Preserve the purpose of the social benefit funds. 

22) Defend the social benefits sysi.em against absorption by the government. 
23) Normalize the National Social Benefits Institute. 

24) Raise the earnings of workers and pensioners. 

25) Comprehensively overhaul the pension system. 


26) Promote an urgent reform of the school system, demand a larger budget for 
the sector and upgrade the role of education workers. 
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ARGENTINA 


DEGREE OF CGT'S POLITICAL INFLUENCE SURVEYED 
Buenos Aires SOMOS in Spanish 23 Apr 86 pp 14-16 
[Article by Roberto Queimalinos] 


[Text] Argentine industry provided 165,000 fewer jobs in 1984 than in 1974; 
this is equivalent to 1l percent of the 1.5 million workers who were employed 
a decade ago. Over the same period the number of manufacturing companies 
dropped from 126,000 to 111,000. One of the reasons for the contraction was 
the increase in the number of commercial and service companies and in the 
number of workers they employ: 13 percent more companies and 18.3 percent more 
workers. 


These sweeping changes in the economy have had a direct impact on the power of 
labor unions. Today, the services unions enjoy a distinct numerical edge over 
the industrial trade unions, which have seen their ranks diminish in 
comparison to 15 years ago. These unions are feeling the effects of their 
shrinkage every day; their social benefit funds, whether large or small, are 
beset by crisis owing to the decline in earnings from dues resulting directly 
from smaller memberships. The UOCRA [Construction Workers Union of the 
Argentine Republic] alone has reportedly lost some 200,000 dues-paying 
members; the Metalworkers Union (UOM) between 50,000 and 80,000; the Textile 
Workers Association (AOT) some 70,000, and the Trade Union of Mechanics and 
Related Automotive Transportation Workers (SMATA) between 40,000 and 60,000. 
The accuracy of these figures is hard to verify, but they are the ones that 
leaders cite when they talk of their household tragedies. All of the numbers 
relating to trade union representation are provisional. 


It is true that the size of a union's membership reflects its power, but it is 
not the only factor in play. Power is reflected to a greater extent in the 
wage negotiations, in a union's ability to shut down the economy and in its 
relations with political parties and the government. Thus, union power is 
two-pronged. It is economic, vis-a-vis business and its affiliates throngh 
collective bargaining, and it is political, vis-a-vis the government when it 
pushes for wage hikes against the will of employers or demands changes outside 
the union. 


Although the decline in the number of workers in industry and their shift to 
the services sector (as employees or independent contractors) may have 


22 











adversely affected the finances of the unions and even diminished their 
representation, these developments do not seem to have eroded their political 
strength in bargaining with the government. 


There are some doubts, however, about the economic power of the CGT [General 
Confederation of Workers] or of its components. To what extent does the 
confederation represent the country's labor force aus a whole? "When the CGT 
and the government negotiate a wage hike, they do not realize that they are 
actually dealing with just a small percentage of the work force, not’ the 
economically active population as a whole," says Juan Luis Bour, the chief 
economist of the Latin American Economic Research Foundation (FIEL). "In 
Argentina," Bour argues, "15.9 percent of the population consists of rural 
workers who are unaffected by any wage negotiations. Inthe rural market, 
which dictates the situation of these workers, almost 21 percent of them are 
independent contractors and owners, who are obviously not affected by wage 
decisions. In urban areas, 1.6 percent are unpaid, according to the census, 
and therefore are unaffected by wage policy too, while the 5 percent of 
domestics make the minimum wage. Aside from this, 18.6 percent are in the 
public sector, and there are large numbers of wage earners who work in small 
firms or companies in the interior where the decisive factor is conditions in 
the market. In other words, when the government negotiates with the 
secretary general of the CGT, he is representing barely 30 percent of the work 
force" (See graph 2). 
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The CGT represents 30 percent of the work force but negotiates for everyone. 


Key: 
1. Breakdown of the Economically Active Population 
2. Unpaid 6. Independent contractors 
3. Commerce and services 7. Rural 
4. Domestics 8. Owner or partner 
5. Public sector 9. Other urban wage earners 


10. Garments and construction 


Labor leaders, like the authorities, do not ask themselves these questions 
about the real power of the CGT. To union bosses, "power" is an everyday 
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thing, something that they exercise whenever they can, that they try to grab 
when they do not have it or to increase when they do have it. 


One of the gauges of union power is the strength of its components, in other 
words, what trade unions exercise leadership within the CGT by charting its 
policies and defining its stand vis-a-vis the government. There are two major 
trends in the tumultuous CGT arena: on the one hand, towards the formation of 
confederations by sectors, and on the other, towards the normalization of the 
top echelon after more than a decade of interventions or temporary leaderships 
such as the present one. The trade union confederations are going to have a 
long-term impact on the effectiveness of the demands that will make the 
accumuiation of power possible. There are already the confederations of state 
workers (CGTE) and of education workers (CTERA), and others are taking shape, 
such as transport, construction, energy, chemical industry, textile and food 
industry workers. 


What the CGT will ultimately look like, however, depends today on what 
political faction eventually wins out in the normalization: Lorenzo Miguel's 
62 Organizations, the Commission of the 25, or the followers of Saul Ubaldini 
(the Ubaldinistas), the only three that are ina position to vie for 
Supremacy. None of the three can win alone; thus, the entire internal 
struggle going on right now boils down to the formation of alliances with a 
view towards the national normalizing congress, whose date is still undecided. 
The 62, the 25 and the Ubaldini people are about equal in strength, but none 
of them has enough backing to win it all. 


A Time for Alliances 


Alliances are being put together and taken apart overnight, and not always in 
full view of curious onlookers. The 62 Organizations today hopes to bring 
together all of the factions of the Peronist labor movement under its wing, so 
that the future CGT leadership is chosen from the political branch of the 
Peronist Party. The elections of new authorities in the 62 have revealed a 
crisis of unknown proportions, as the 25 reject Miguel's orthodoxy (they are 
the renewal faction in the Peronist Party) and the Ubaldinistas demand more 
positions than they are being given. The 62 is more inclined towards an 
ongoing dialogue with the administration; the 25 places priority on deciding 
the Peronist internal struggle, and the Ubaldinistas lean towards 
confrontation but at the same time say that the 62 has to be revamped. 


The three factions have numerous unions as their pillars, precisely the ones 
that will have the last word when the time comes to vote at the congress (See 
graphs 1 and 3). The unmet aspirations of the Ubaldini people within the 62 
have already led them into talks with the 25 in search of an understanding. 
They have met at least twice in a Buenos Aires office and even talked about 
merging in a "parallel" 62 Organizations or about ousting Miguel from the 
current one. The 25 wants to leave the metalworkers boss on the outside under 
an agreement with Ubaldini that would embrace the CGT and Peronism, as_ they 
have reportedly offered Ubaldini half of the spots on the party's election 


lists. "The renewal faction is 70 percent of Peronism, but the 25 needs to 
bring in the Ubaldinistas to become 70 percent of the Peronist labor 
movenent." As they all walk fine lines, with imponderables everywhere, the 
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followers of Miguel say somewhat sarcastically: "To the CGT it's not the same 
to have a secretary general who is a malt worker (a subbranch of the brewery 
workers) as one who is a metal- or textile worker." 


But neither faction dares call into question Ubaldini's continued presence as 
CGT leader. What they want to dictate are the conditions surrounding the 
charismatic brewery union leader. In the final accounting, when they were 
united in the orthodox faction, they did not hesitate to use political power 
to change the course of the last Peronist government. 
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The Ubaldini faction is the largest in the CGT today, but without alliances it 


cannot win out when the time comes for normalization. 


25 





The Ubaldini Faction 





Bank Association (Juan J. Zanola) 
Construction Workers (Juan Farias) 
Civil Service Personnel (Miguel Candore) 
Transport Workers (Rene Azar) 

Textile Workers (Pedro Goyeneche) 
Restaurant Workers 

Food Industry Workers 

Commerce (Guerino Andrioni) 

Total Delegates 


62 Organizations 





Metalworkers (Lorenzo Miguel) 
Sanitation Workers (Ricardo West Ocampo) 
Light and Power (Miguel Lescano) 
Municipal Workers 

Oil Workers (Diego Ibanez) 

Meatpackers (Lesio Romero) 

Garment Workers 

Total Delegates 


Commission of the 25 





Railway Workers (Jose Pedrazza) 
State Workers (Victor De Gennaro) 
Mechanics (Raul Amin) 

Teamsters (Ricardo Perez) 
Telephone Workers (Julio Guillan) 
Total Delegates 


Others 


CTERA 

FATRE [Argentine Federation of Rural 
Workers and Stevedores ] 

Total Delegates 


8743 
CSO: 3348/532 
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Affiliates 





Delegates 








166,000 
128,000 
150,000 
65,000 
83,000 
87,000 
180,000 
365 , 000 


350,000 
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ARGENTINA 


RECENT INDEC UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURES SHOW STEADY INCREASE 
Buenos Aires AMBITO FINANCIERO in Spanish 1 Apr 86 p 3 


[Text] The unemployment and underemployment figures that came out yesterday 
have made life more complicated for the government, as the combined number hit 
a record 13.1 percent of the work force during the April-October 1985 period. 


The National Institute of Statistics and Census (INDEC) reported yesterday 
that 5.9 percent of the work force was unemployed and 7.2 percent was 
underemployed, making a total of 13.1 percent, the highest level since INDEC 
began computing the rate. 


The survey was conducted in the Federal Capital, districts of Greater Buenos 
Aires, 19 provincial capitals and 4 other important cities in the interior. 


The 7.2 percent underemployment rate is the highest in history and marks the 
continuation of a steady uptrend over the past 2 years; the rate stood at 5.4 
percent in April 1984, 5.9 percent in October 1984, 6.6 percent in April 1985 
and now 7.2 percent in October 1985. 


Although the unemployment rate is in keeping with the historic trend of lower 
levels in October than in April, there has been a steady year-to-year 
increase. 


Unemployment stood at 3.9 percent of the work force in October 1983, 4.5 
percent in October 1984 and then 5.9 percent in October 1985. 


The figure for April 1984 was 4.7 percent and for April 1985, 6.3 percent. 


According to the report released yesterday by INDEC, the work force represents 
38.3 percent of the entire population. 


The Respondents 
In the region made up of the Federal Capital and 19 districts of the greater 


metropolitan area, the unemployment rate was 4.9 percent, the underemployment 
rate was 6.5 percent, and the work force stood at 39.1 percent. 
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The areas in which the unemployment rate did not change much from October 1984 
were Greater La Plata, Greater Cordoba, Greater Mendoza, Greater Catamarca, 
Santiago del Estero and La Banda, Greater Tucuman and Tafi Viejo. 


The openly unemployed are defined as those individuals who are actively 
seeking jobs, while those who are doing underpaid or temporary work are 
regarded as underemployed. 


A downtrend in unemployment, though the overall percentage of the work force 
remained unchanged, was recorded in San Luis-El Corrillo, La Rioja, Salta and 
Santa Rosa-Toay; these are areas in which tax breaks have been granted for 
establishing industries. 


In contrast, the unemployment rate was up sharply in Parana, Santa Fe-Santo 
Tome, Greater Rosario, Greater San Juan, Greater San Salvador de Jujuy, Curuzu 
Cuatia, Formosa, Posadas and Neuquen. 


In the Federal Capital and the districts of the greater metropolitan area, the 
jobless rate from October to October rose from 3.5 to 4.9 percent of the work 
force, while underemployment increased from 4.7 to 6.5 percent. 


The unemployment rate in the Greater Buenos Aires Metropolitan Area is the 
highest in history, topping the 6.4 percent posted in April 1982, while the 
4.9 rate in October is surpassed only by 1981's 5 percent. 


The jobless rate hit 7.6 percent and underemployment reached 9.6 percent for 
Greater Rosario, Greater Cordoba, Greater Mendoza and Greater Tucuman; the 
first figure represents an all-time record, while the second is topped only by 
the 10.1 percent in October 1981. 


The unemployment level in these four major cities rose from 5.6 percent in 
April 1984 to 6.1 percent in October of that year, to 7.2 percent in April 
1985 and finally to 7.6 percent in October of last year. 


During the same months underemployment stood at 6.8, 8.1, 9.5 and 9.6 percent. 


Unemployment stood at 7.4 percent and underemployment at 8.3 percent in the 
remaining metropolitan areas in the interior, both all-time records. 


The jobless rate stood at 5.9 percent in October 1984 and 6.9 percent in April 
1985. 


INDEC noted that one of the reasons for the increase in unemployment is_ that 
the economy cannot absorb workers entering the job market. It added, however, 
that in the cities in which economic activity has slowed markedly, young 
people are less willing to look for work, which means that they are not 
categorized as unemployed. 
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COLOMBIA 


LIBERAL CANDIDATE SPEAKS OUT ON SAN ANDRES, PEACE PROCESS 
Barco: Colombian Sovereignty Indisputable 

Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 11 Apr 86 pp 1-A, 8-B 

{Article by Jesus Medina S., editor] 


[Text] Colombian sovereignty over the islands of San Andres and Providencia is 
indisputable, according to Virgilio Barco Vargas, liberal leader and 
presidential candidate, yesterday. He felt that "the confusion created in 
Nicaragua about rights over the archipelago is disconcerting." 


Barco Vargas stated: "The archipelago of San Andres and Providencia is and 
will continue to be Colombian. Sovereignty over those island territories is 
not open to discussion." 


He said: "That right of sovereignty is more than 100 years old." He also 
recalled that the inhabitants of the archipelago have always demonstrated 
their decision to belong to Colombia and, on several occasions, have 
unequivocally proven their loyalty to the fatherland. 


As to Colombia's action in the Contadora Group, the liberal leader said: 
"This has been an act of goodwill, good services, to try to find a solution to 
the Central American conflict." 


He warned that it is very important that it never be interpreted in Central 
America or anywhere else to mean that the government of "Colombia is 
subordinating or ignoring national interests by these acts of cordiality and 
friendship." 


The presidential candidate stated: "Countries do not love or show affection. 
Countries have interests and the first obligation of the government of a 
nation is to defend the territorial integrity of the fatherland." 


Barco Vargas spoke during a meeting with members of the United Front of San 


Andres and Providencia. They presented him with a letter of endorsement for 
his presidential candidacy. 
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This movement is a coalition of parties and political groups that include New 
Liberalism, government liberals, the Liberal Renovation Movement, and the 
Pastrano sector of conservatism. 


The San Andres leaders expressed complete rejection of Nicaragua's claims to 
the archipelago and stressed their determination to work hard to elect Barco 
Vargas president next 25 May. 


The document is signed by: the representative to the Chamber, Alvaro Archbold 
Manuel; the alternate representative, Ken Francis James; intendance councilors 
Rosales Hooker Manuel, Leyro Karol Ben Archbold, and Winston Bowie Pomare; and 
community leader Heraldo Williams. 


Indisputable Rights 


In a short speech, the liberal leader and candidate referred to recent 
statements made in Panama by the Nicaraguan foreign minister, Miguel D'Escoto. 


The chief diplomat of the Sandinist Government again claimed Nicaraguan 
sovereignty over the islands of San Andres and Providencia during the meeting 
the Contadora Group, the Support Group, and the foreign ministers of the 
Central American countries held recently in Panama. 


Expressing gratitude for the endorsement by the San Andres leaders, Barco 
Vargas gave a brief historical outline which proves Colombia's indisputable 
sovereignty over the archipelago. He said: 


"It is disconcerting that confusion has been created about Colombia's rights 
over the archipelago of San Andres and Providencia. Those rights are not 
based on the Esguerra-Barcenas Treaty. Colombian sovereignty over the islands 
of San Andres and Providencia, the cays, and the surrounding area goes back 
more than 100 years. In 1802, the inhabitants of San Andres and Providencia 
asked the king of Spain to place the archipelago under the jurisdiction of the 
Viceroyalty of New Granada. In 1803, by royal order, the canton of San Andres 
and Providencia, with all the islands and other island territory, was taken 
away from the Captaincy of Guatemala and placed under the jurisdiction of the 
Viceroyalty of New Granada." 


"The Mosquito Coast was also placed under the jurisdiction of the Viceroyalty 
of New Granada. After independence, the countries adopted the thesis that the 
boundaries between the new nations would be the boundaries of the Spanish 
administrative districts. This was done to avoid gaps where European or other 
imperialists could take possession of integral parts of the continent. That 
is the Uti Possidetis Iuris principle of 1810 which you cite. It was 
recognized by the League of Cooperation of the United Provinces of Central 
America." 


Self-Determination 


The liberal candidate referred to a topic brought up by the members of the 
United Front, the self-determination of the peoples. He stated: 
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"In the 1822 plebiscite, the inhabitants of San Andres and Providencia decided 
to espouse the 1821 Constitution of Cucuta and send a delegation to study the 
Constitution of the Colombian Republic. Later, President Santos Gutierrez 
ordered that the Colombian Constitution be translated into English as a_ sign 
of the spirit of liberalism, respect for minorities, customs, freedom of 
religion, freedom of thought, and the cultural values of all Colombians." 


Barco Vargas also said that discussion of the Esguerra-Barcenas Treaty is not 
relevant. Colombian sovereignty has deeper roots in the Uti Possidetis Iuris 
principle which has not been discussed in any country in America. 


The presidential candidate maintained: "You clearly present this in the 
letter you have given me. I think there is a very clear explanation of why 
you feel, are, and will always be Colombians. The country owes you a debt of 
gratitude for the demonstrations of patriotism you have shown throughout 
history." 


Contadora Action 


As to the peace negotiations of the Contadora Group--Colombia, Mexico, Panama, 
and Venezuela--Barco Vargas stated that it has performed an act of goodwill to 
try to find a solution to the Central American crisis. 


He added that it is necessary and very important that it be made clear that 
the efforts Colombia has made with other countries to seek peace in Central 
America through the so-called Contadora Group "is an act of goodwill, good 
services, to end the conflict." 


He warned that it is also very important that it never be interpreted in 
Central America or anywhere else to mean that Colombia or the Colombian 
Government is subordinating or ignoring national interests by these actions 
of cordiality and friendship. 


He stated: "Countries do not love or show affection. Countries have 
interests and the first obligation of the government of a country is to defend 
the territorial integrity of the fatherland." 


Letter from People of San Andres 


Below are some paragraphs of the letter presented by the representatives of 
the United Front of San Andres: 


"The objective of the United Front is to maintain representation in Congress 
through people morally and intellectually capable of defending the interests 
of all the inhabitants--native, continental, nationalized, or foreign--without 
discrimination, working for economic, social, and cultural improvements and 
the planning of integral and harmonious development, ecologically formulated. 


"Those of us who form and support the United Front clearly and categorically 
express our conviction and position, traditionally demonstrated by the peoples 
of the islands, of complete rejection of foreign claims over our island 








territory, especially those of the Republic of Nicaragua. Nicaragua 
unilaterally tries to ignore signed bilateral treaties, royal deeds of the 
Spanish Crown, territorial rights of the American countries based on the Uti 
Possidetis Iuris principle, and especially the self-determination of our 
people who chose Colombia as their sovereign on 23 June 1822. 


"Dr Barco, you know all this and the determination of the island people who do 
not have any doubts about our Colombian nationality." 


Country with Difficulties 


Virgilio Barco Vargas, liberal leader and presidential candidate, warned that 
after the party is in government again, it will not be an easy task to 
reconstruct Colombia. "We will inherit a country beset by difficulties, 
shortages, lack of planning, and disasters." 


In another attack against the government of President Belisario Betancur, the 
party leader stated: "From the legion of unemployed whose number is 
unprecedented in our history to the figures that demonstrate the treasury 
crisis and the state's inability to meet its commitments, there is not one 
Single sector of national activity that does not have very serious problems. 
We must undertake solutions the very day the liberal administration takes 
office." 


The presidential candidate also announced his government's commitment to end 
the anachronistic inequalities that persist in our society and design an 
efficient state capable of guaranteeing the well-being, security, and 
civilized coexistence of the Colombian people. 


Barco Vargas made these statements when installing the coordination groups for 
his presidential campaign. This ceremony was held yesterday in the 
headquarters of the National Liberal Directorate. 


Peace Process 'Failed' 


Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 8 Apr 86 pp 1-A, 7-A 


(Text] Liberal candidate Virgilio Barco maintained that the current 
government's peace process "has failed because there has been no direct action 
by the state." He stated this in an interview granted last Sunday to 
journalist Yamid Amat. 


Barco noted that several mistakes have been committed in the process, 
especially not including members of the government on the different committees 
for dialogue or verification. He repeated the announcement that, under his 
government, the peace commission will meet in the president's office "so that 
the state can answer for a process that I consider enormously important." 


He added: "I think that it is fundamental for the state to provide services 
when it has allowed regulations to be ignored. A family cannot be punished 
because the state let it build in an inadequate site." 
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The presidential candidate also indicated that control of the rising cost of 
living requires a very serious fiscal policy and correction of the shortages 
in agricultural-livestock products. 


He noted: "The government has to control the factors that increase the cost 
of living." He then indicated that the only way to avoid price increases for 
agricultural-livestock products is through production efficiency. This 
depends on the following factors: that the peas nt have the proper 
technology, be able to obtain productive seed in the best form possible, be 
able to obtain fertilizer on time, obtain credit when he needs it, and have 
good transportation. 


As to housing, Barco noted that it is necessary to find low-cost production 
systems with lower interest or a system that does not depend on the UPAC 
(Constant-Value Savings and Loan Certificate]. He added: "It is necessary to 
increase the housing available so that certain houses can be used for single- 
family housing." 


He advocated urban reform through suitable and just purchases made by experts 
"with guarantees and adequate compensation." 


He then revealed: "The state has the obligation to provide services to people 
who live in houses that the state let them build even though they were not 
within the municipal ordinance." He noted that services can improve because 
the problems are mostly due to the fact that they are poorly administered. 


He repeated that the problem he will focus on most is unemployment. He noted: 
"I have talked about the social economy which means using the economy so that 
it results in social benefits. Enterprises should not just produce profits 
but also produce jobs." 


He agreed that unemployment, like the construction of small houses, is causing 
instability in the home. He added that, despite the fact that there are 
thousands of opportunities in the country, there is idle capital, idle 
manpower, and many social projects to do but no work. He concluded: "This 
means the economic policy has been inadequate for creating employment." 


Referring to insecurity, he proposed the creation of a supplementary corps or 
an additional corps of preventive police "to help a child cross the street, to 
protect homes, to help in the neighborhood." He explained that unemployed 
graduates could be hired for this. They could form this preventive police 
corps "with civilian objectives to return tranquillity to the home and end 
that state of fear that exists everywhere." 


He added: "We can give the youths short-term job opportunities to solve that 
priority problem through social action. The youths could provide a very 
useful service in the countryside and in the city and, at the same time, have 
a job." 


As to subversion, he said that Colombians must unite for change. He added: 
"There cannot be peace in Colombia, complete peace, unless there is complete 
change, an in-depth change. The country is experiencing an enormous social 
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crisis, an economic crisis, and a political crisis. We have to make an in- 
depth change in the institutions, in the way of life of the state." 


Lastly, he expressed the hope that Senator Luis Carlos Galan and his followers 
"find that what is best for Colombia is a liberal government so that we can 
unite with him for the change that the entire country demands and that the 
liberal party can provide through a liberal program to benefit all 
Colombians." 


7717 
CSO: 3348/527 
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HONDURAS 


POLITICAL *UNDERSTANDING' WITH U.S. OUTLINED 

San Pedro Sula TIEMPO in Spanish 14 Feb 86 pp 6, 27 
[Article by Rodolfo Pastor F.] 

[Text] 3. Dignified Cooperation with the United States 


The most delicate problem in our foreign policy is probably our relations with 
the United States. The Americans represent a friendly power. Most 
knowledgeable Hondurans admire their ideals of freedom and respect for human 
rights as well as their technological progress and _ their cultural 
contributions. However, the geostrategic interests of the superpower cross 
our boundaries and often our sovereign rights. Under those circumstances, our 
close relationship with the United States has given way to confusions that 
have led critics to speak of selling out, losing, or leasing our national 
sovereignty. However, it is a political problem rather than a legal one. 


Through mere realism if not affinity, we are forced to cooperate with the 
United States and to consider its legitimate interests. Most of our foreign 
trade is with it and it gives us almost all the technical and financial aid 
that we receive so we depend to a great extent on its goodwill. There are no 
better alternatives. However, we must also place our own vital interests 
first--that is, our need for peace and stability for development. We owe the 
United States hospitality and gratitude but we owe ourselves the preservation 
of our priceless national dignity and inalienable self-determination. Our 
countries must cooperate to the extent that their national interests coincide 
or at least are not opposed. They must respect each other's independent 
policies. 


That form of respectful cooperation is feasible if the Honduran Government 
clearly establishes the legal limits of its cooperation (defined by 
international law), the rules of the game for investment and foreign economic 
activity, and the economic sovereignty of the state--that is, its right to 
design a model of development and an economic policy (fiscal, monetary, 
investment) consistent with that project. 


Two different types of problems have arisen in our relationship with the 
United States, more due to our lack of definition than to foreign abuse. First 
are the problems generated by the inevitable conflicts between our different 














national interests. Second are those that occur because of the conflicts 
between our national interest and those of U.S. citizens and legal persons 
with interests in Honduras. 


In order to resolve the latter conflicts, there must be a foreign investment 
law that clearly specifies the rights and obligations of the foreign investor. 
This involves defining conditions that, in turn, enable the businessman to 
confidently make calculations, the basis of his willingness to run risks to 
obtain a profit. Then, only the political desire to implement the law and 
make it respected will be needed. That law must also agree with its 
equivalents in the fraternal countries of Central America with which we want 
to integrate our economy. (If, by courting foreign capital, we do not protect 
local interests and those of our neighbor, the result in the long run will be 
counterproductive. ) Often the private interests of U.S. enterprises are 
confused with the national interests of the United States. The United States 
has regional interests that go far beyond those of its citizens. We cannot 
make the people or the government of the United States responsible for the 
abuses of a handful of businessmen. 


There is an international law recognized by both countries to resolve the 
problems that stem from our different national interests. The government of a 
sovereign country will ultimately determine the suitability of any foreign 
recommendation and must reject any attempt to force it to adopt a model of 
development that implies multinationalization or the denationalization of the 
economy. Finally, it will be necessary to cautiously and firmly reject 
foreign attempts to compromise our rights and our international obligations to 
third countries that have proven that they are responsible. It will be easy 
to receive endorsement from the international community for that. The United 
States will have all the necessary legal cooperation to insure its basic 
interests. We trust that it would help us in any emergency and we will be 
there when it needs us. 


7717 
CSO: 3248/374 
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HONDURAS 


MILITARY TRANSITION COULD FACE DIFFICULTIES 
San Pedro Sula TIEMPO in Spanish 14 Feb 86 p 6 
[Editorials "National Congress Appointed Another FFAA Chief"] 


[Text] With almost all the liberal and nationalist votes, the legislative 
assembly appointed Colonel Humberto Regalado Hernandez commander in chief of 
the Armed Forces to replace ousted General Walter Lopez Reyes, now in exile in 
the United States. 


Col Regalado Hernandez who was in command of the Navy comes to this top 
position under special conditions. His term--1 year--is a transition within a 
transition that saw the rise of Gen Lopez Reyes to military power and _ the 
overthrow of General Gustavo Alvarez Martinez, who is also in exile in the 
United States. 


By appointing Col Regalado Hernandez to command the military, the National 
Congress continued the tradition of basically ignoring the proposed slate to 
focus on the person chosen by the top military. It is no accident, then, that 
the two accompanying the military ticket--Colonel Castillo Suazo and Colonel 
Martinez Avila--did not receive a single vote. 


The fait accompli, so convincing in Honduran political practice, again 
reaffirmed its nature. This is political realism required by insurmountable 
circumstances because, as deputy Edmond L. Bogran pointed out in his excellent 
speech, Gen Lopez Reyes was not exactly ousted. He felt he had to resign 
facing the loss of confidence of his peers in the top command. 


Apparently, everything has returned to rormal in the Armed Forces and the high 
command's satisfaction with the outcome is obvious. However, there were 
important experiences on the way which should be reflected on. There were 
other important ones that outline the future of the military institution and 
Honduran institutionalisnm. 


For the first time in the history of the National Congress, a military coup 
did not go unpunished. The deputies had the guts this time to seriously 
question the overstepping of duties by the Superior Council of the Armed 
Forces which accepted a resignation that should have been made to the 
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legislative body. At the same time, they warned about the danger of military 
prepotency for Honduran institutionalisn. 


This establishes greater independence for the legislavive assembly which will 
help from now on to moderate the excesses of military power that conspire 
against the integrity of the military institution itself. It is seriously 
divided inside by corruption and the subsequent demoralization of its rank and 
file. 


It also changes the process of graduates from Military School reaching the top 
command. This seemed to be the pattern. Gen Alvarez Martinez, although 
trained in Argentina, was the first to bring academia to the leadership of our 
Armed Forces. 


Possibly Col Regalado Hernandez' period of transition is nothing more than a 
pause in that process of professionalization. However, it could also lead to 
another crisis at the end ofa year if the adaptation of the military 
commands does not improve during this interregnun. 


Col Regalado Hernandez who, we assume, will soon be promoted to general has a 
great responsibility: preparing a generational transition in order and 
harmony. With the existing elements of corruption and demoralization, the 
door is still open to the sergeants. 
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HONDURAS 


PDCH ACTIVIST NUNEZ RESIGNS FROM PARTY 
Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 17 Feb 86 p 22 


[Text] A well known PDCH [Honduran Christian Democratic Party] activist, 
Carlos Alfredo Nunez Carcamo, has resigned from that party, and because of 
the party's present condition, he indicated that he may induce other members 
to follow the same course, 


The resignation sent to the PDCH’s National Executive Board was dated 3 
February. His membership card, no 800050, was also attached. 


"I believe that this very small party will never be able to achieve its 
objectives, as sectarianism will prevent it from doing so. In addition, the 
infiltration of the party organization which you are now permitting will 
block the attainment of its goals," stated his letter of resignation. 


"I am pleased to have helped bring about the victory of my friend Alfredo 
Landaverde. Now, after spending the election campaign period in this way, 
and being confident of Landaverde's victory, I have irrevocably decided to 
resign from this political institute, for I believe--and I am excluding many 
friends from this assessment--that there are people in this party who do not 
deserve my vote or the support of the Honduran people. They are people who 
climb up to higher positions and end by thinking of themselves as the 
bourgeois of Christian Democracy," he indicated. 


This dispute stems from the fact that Nunez was removed without advance notice 
from the National Executive Board headed by Efrain Diaz Arrivillaga, suppo- 
sedly because Nunez Carcamo supported Landaverde's deputorial candidacy. 
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HONDURAS 


RODISTA MOVEMENT UNDERGOES TRANSFORMATION 

Flores New Coordinator 
Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 17 Mar 86 p 2 
[Article by Ludovico Sanchez Turcios] 


[Text] The Regular Assembly of the Rodista Liberal Movement met last Satur- 
day under the chairmanship of its until-then secretary general, Ignacio 
Alberto Rodriguez Espinoza, and Rafael Pineda Ponce. 


Interim Governing Body 


To comply with legal requirements, the secretary general asked the Assembly 
to submit candidacies for the new governing body of the above-named internal 
faction of the Liberal Party. 


Luis Alberto Rubi, representative from Comayagua, after making a number of 
comments on the Liberal Party's internal situation, accused the Azconista 
Movement's leaders "of tyrannizing the party and launching a persecution 
against the Liberals themselves, who are being fired from their public 
administration jobs for not having been supporters of the present presi- 
dent." 


Rubi submitted a slate of candidates for the Rodista Governing Body, con- 
sisting of Rafael Pineda Ponce for chairman, Vera Rubi de Pineda for vice 
chairman, and Guillermo Sevilla Gamero and Arturo Echenique Santos for 
secretaries. 


Special Assembly 


Echenique moved that “to proceed legitimately and be able to reform the 
by-laws, this Regular Assembly be adjourned and a Special Assembly convened 
immediately, so as to be able to introduce a draft of reforms that had been 
drawn up by an ad hoc committee." 


Echenique's motion was seconded by the delegate from Valle, Augusto Aguilar, 
and Vera Rubi de Pineda. 
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The Special Assembly having been convened, former Secretary General of the 
Rodista Movement, Rodriguez Espinosa, read to it the handwritten resignation 
of former President of the Republic Roberto Suazo Cordova as general coordi- 
nator, “leaving the rank and file free to provide an opportunity to young and 
highly capable members of the Rodista Movement to rise to positions of 
leadership; but they can always count on my decided support and fraternal 
affection," the note says. 


The Assembly voted to accept his resignation, considering that Suazo Cordova 
"has carried out his historic role as a political leader and as the helmsman 
of liberalism in two electoral victories, besides having contributed to the 
third triumph of liberalism that made it possible for one Liberal to transfer 
the presidential office to another Liberal." 


Agreement on Expression of Appreciation 


Upon acceptance of his resignation, the Rodista Governing Body voted to 
appoint an ad hoc committee to draft a decree of appreciation for the work 
of the erstwhile general coordinator, former President Suazo Cordova. 


This decree was proposed by Luis Alberto Rubi who, together with Oscar Saady 
Bueso, Fermin Mayorga Reanos and Alejandro Ulloa, drafted the final wording. 


The decree having been approved, the chairman of the Governing Body appoint- 
ed a committee consisting of Carlos Roberto Flores, Roberto Michelleti Bain, 
Fermin Mayorga Reanos, Vera Rubi de Pineda, Miguel Lardizabal Becerra and 
Juan de la Cruz Avelar Leiva, to travel to the city of La Paz and deliver 
personally the decree, which was worded in simple form, as a token of the 
appreciation the members of the Assembly wished to express to the former 
coordinator of the Rodista Movement. 


By-Law Reforms 


Continuing, Pineda Ponce read the draft of the proposed reforms to the 
by-laws of the Rodista Movement, and stated the reasons and aims of the pro- 
posed changes. 


These reforms, he said, are necessary because the present by-laws do not pro- 
vide for departmental representation. They would also change the makeup of 
the National Governing Body, transforming it into a Central Coordinating 
Board, made up of nine members, to provide for more ample participation by 
the Rodista youth. And in addition, they would eliminate several obstacles 
that otherwise hinder the accession of younger members to positions of lead- 
ership. 


This set of proposed reforms was drawn up by Carlos Roberto Flores, Rene 
Corea Cortes, Filiberto Isaula, Marta de Herrera, and Carlos Mariano 


Martinez. 


The finished draft was put to a vote and approved unanimously, making it pos- 
sible to proceed with the structuring of the new executive functions. 
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Nominations for the Central Coordinating Board having been opened, Salomon 
Saravia, delegate from Copan, introduced the slate that was elected by popu- 
lar acclamation, and the Assembly proceeded to elections for the Policy Com- 
mittee, which was enlarged to consist of 9 members in place of 3. 


The slate proposed by Vera Rubi de Pineda and voted into office was as fol- 
lows: Oscar Mejia Arellano, Oscar Servellon Silva (of MOLI), Oscar Saady 
Bueso, Miguel Lardizabal Becerra, Armando Moreno Alvarado, Fausto Castillo 
Suazo, Arturo Echenique Santos, Antonio Benitez Perino, and Marco Tulio 
Rodriguez Palomo. 


National Coordinating Board 


An innovation in the governing makeup of the Rodista Movement, provided for 
in the reformed by-laws, is the National Coordinating Board, whose membership 
was voted on the basis of nominations from the floor by the delegates of the 
departments represented in the Assembly. 


[Boxed material]: The Central Coordinating Board 


General Coordinator Carlos Roberto Flores 
Secretary General Rafael Pineda Ponce 
Assistant Secretary General Oscar Armando Avila 
Secretary of Finance Norman Hernandez 
Secretary for Legal Affairs Luis Alberto Rubi 
Secretary for Organization and Publicity Carlos Mariano Martinez 
Secretary for Policy Implementation Augusto Aguilar 


Secretary for Workers and Farmers Affairs Guillermo Sevilla Gamero 
Secretary for Youth and Student Affairs Fermin Mayorga 
Secretary for Women's and Social Affairs Marta de Herrera 


Secretary of Transportation Roberto Michelleti Bain 


Substitutes: Jorge A. Vasquez, Francisco Javier Pineda, Rene Corea Cortes, 

Celso Efrain Reyes Meraz, Aracely Rodriguez, Ada Argentina, 

and Alejandro Ulloa. 

Suazo Cordova Exits 

San Pedro Sula TIEMPO in Spanish 17 Mar 86 p 14 
[Article by GP] 
[Text] Tegucigalpa--The restructured Liberal Rodista Movement plans to win 
the Liberal Party's primary elections and the Presidency of the Republic in 
1989, announced Carlos Flores Facusse, the new coordinator of this Movement. 
The goal of the followers of the previous Administration was announced Satur- 


day by engineer Flores Facusse during the meeting of the Rodista National 
Assembly. 
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Flores Facusse said that the restructuring of the National Coordinating 
Congress “involves a complete integration of younger members into the front 
line of battle and civic struggle together with the older figures." 


"We believe this to be fundamental," he said, “to the rallying of the large 
majority of Liberals within our movement, and of a distinctive dynamic, 

to the generating of a positive thrust that can project the Movement over- 
whelmingly into every stratum of the population, into every part of the 
country." 


In statements to the press, Flores Facusse asserted that the former coordi- 
nator of the Rodista Movement, Roberto Suazo Cordova, had not been pres- 
sured to resign, and what is more--he said--his decision "“dignifies his 
image." 


"We have talked with Dr Suazo Cordova on many occasions, and I can tell 

you that one of his aspirations has always been the renewal and strengthen- 
ing of the Rodista Movement and the restructuring of its cadres, so as 

to bring the Movement into step with the times we are experiencing. 


"His is not a resignation under pressure, and I want to be categorical 
in this regard,” he emphasized, pointing out that his friendship with Suazo 
Cordova “continues and will always continue." 


"But we must also state a recognized fact, in the sense that Dr Suazo 
Cordova has already completed a historic mission in this country," said 
Flores Facusse,. 


"In other words," he pointed out, “whatever one's nature, whatever one's 
accomplishments, one must be ready to make way, to make way for the politi- 
cal evolution of movements, of institutions." 


Another With Renewed Energy 


Flores Facusse said that "In keeping with this integration, in accordance 
with this new energy, we are going to project the Movement into every 
stratum of the population, into every rural locality, and every city." 


He announced that "We are aiming to capture control within our party; we 
are going to strengthen our Movement, integrate it and unite it within 

the rank and file, where it belongs in the civic struggle, in the common 
struggle, where liberalism's far-reaching dialogues are launched, and where 
we all join hands in concepts around a2 common doctrine," he said. He 
pointed out that "The task is a vast one; we must restructure and integrate 
cadres throughout the country, visit the different departments and coordi- 
nate views, dialogue with the various currents of thought encompassed by 
liberalism; and in that sense, the struggle is a monumental one." 




















He said the intent is to impart to the Rodista Movement a new dynamic that 
will strengthen it. "And take our word for it, we are going to transform 
it into a strong and powerful movement that is going to win the forthcoming 
elections in this country." 


In an official statement to the delegates at the Assembly, Flores Facusse 
affirmed that this political action constitutes the rescue of the “Rodista 
Movement's dignity." 


Suazo announced that talks will be undertaken with the Liberal Party's 
other groups with a view to unifying that political institution. 


Carlos Floreds accused the members of the party's Azcota faction of having 
made a political mistake when they turned over to the Callejistas a large 
share of power, despite the fact that the Liberal Party had won the last 
elections. 


He said that his group “has a clear conscience," since the Rodistas had 
indeed proposed to Jose Azcona Hoyo's group a union with the Rodista bench 
in Congress, but this offer had been turned down. 


He announced that the Rodista deputies in Congress will adopt an attitude 
of support for the Administration when the bills introduced in the Chamber 
are beneficial, but will openly oppose such bills as are contrary to the 
interests of the majority. 


He said that an attitude of unyielding criticism will be maintained where 
Liberals of the Rodista faction are removed from their jobs with the state, 
and one of condemnation of all actions directed against the Rodista Move- 
ment. 


He said that before going for the winning of the presidential office in 
1989, unity within the Liberal Party will first be achieved, to be followed 
by unity of the people. 


He said the Rodista Movement will henceforth project "a new and renovated 
image capable of winning control within the Liberal Party, and then the 
national elections," 


Flores Facusse made light of the reforms to the Law on Elections and Poli- 
tical Organizations that are being contemplated, which would do away with 
the recognition of political party factions. 
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HONDURAS 


MINISTER-DESIGNATE ROSENTHAL PREDICTS DEMISE OF PUN 
Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 1 Mar 86 p 7 
[Article by Antonio Pineda Green] 


[Text] During the course of a speech on "The National Unity Pact: What It 
Is, What It Should Be," the speaker [Jaime Rosenthal Oliva, minister desig- 
nate to the department of the presidency], noted that a breakup of the agree- 
ment between Azcona and the nationalist leader, Rafael Leonardo Callejas, is 
inevitable. 


He warned that in the end, the PUN really will have little or no governmental 
responsibility, for when the history of Honduras is written--in the short, 
medium, or long term--people will remember the Jose Azcona government and 
will not talk about a national unity regime or about shared responsibility, 


Noting that Honduras is starting along its course toward democracy, for which 
there must exist, in addition to the one party in office, a party in the op- 
position, he emphasized that democracy in almost all countries shows that the 
party which wins the electicn, even if by only a one-vote margin, is the par- 
ty that controls the executive power and all the appointments which flow 

from that one-vote majority, 


He indicated that minority parties do have rights and obligations, so they 
must have the protection of law, and provide a constant opposition in order 
to maintain a balance. 


He emphasized that "when we are all in agreement with the government, the 
results are different than if there is a constant constructive criticism." 


Honduras may perhaps have the same problems as other Central American nations, 
he observed. Still, in this country, even though we have had military govern- 
ments and dictatorships, groups of people have come forth who have kept up 

an opposition to these governments. 


He did admit, though, that it is essential that a consensus exist within the 
country about the goals to be pursued and about the search for progress and 
development for all the Honduran people. That is where national unity must be 
sought. 











Problem; Distributions 


He remarked that the problem with pacts or agreements arises when [national 
unity] is sought in the distribution of positions and not in shared goals that 
everyone wants. The problem appears when the pacts are based on someone get- 
ting control of one part of the government, and someone else getting the re- 
maining part. 


He noted that those who participate by signing a pact or an agreement have 
restricted their possibilities of criticizing the actions which the govern- 
ment may perform, whether for good or ill, 


Rosenthal firmly believes that the government of Jose Azcona will be "a great 
government because he is," he emphasized, "an honest, decent man who really 
wants progress in Honduras for all the Honduran people." 


Nonetheless, he called attention to the fact that no matter how good Jose 

Azcona and the advice given him may be, "there will always be mistakes and 
members of the government team who do not faithfully perform their obliga- 
tions; therefore," he said, "we must have an opposition to point out those 
mistakes," 


Moreover, he noted that Honduras is a courageous nation whose people admire 
those who are in the opposition, who point out mistakes and criticize. That 
is why Azcona is president today, for during the Roberto Suazo Cordova re- 
gime he adopted a daring and critical position, without showing a trace of 
fear. 


He felt that the National Party group (the Callejista National Movement), 
which signed the National Unity Pact, will be forced to abandon it, "for if 
they don't, they are going to lose elections in their own party," he com- 
mented. 


On that topic, he predicted that the PUN [National Unity Pact] is not going 
to work, for as they limit their right to criticize, there will be others in 
the National Party who will take over the lead from them. 


He pointed out that when they do abandon the PUN, that will be an act of 
disloyalty, for they will have failed to honor a pact and a commitment. 


He argued that it is more loyal for an opposition party to maintain a firm, 
honest, decent and constructive opposition, for “opposition” does not neces- 
sarily mean that we are going to be against everything, but rather that we 
are going to point out mistakes and ways of correcting those mistakes. 


He said: "It will be very hard for the group led by Rafael Leonardo Callejas 
to stay in the pact. They will have to leave, but they will have to find an 
elegant way of doing so." 
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He stated that the breakup of a pact or agreement does not necessarily imply 
a lack of communication or friendship between the members or the leaders of 
the various parties, for Callejas is a friend of Azcona and vice versa, and 
that friendship should endure, since both share the same qoal and the same 
desire to move Honduras forward. 


He said, speaking "publicly and with complete generosity" that "I am a 
personal friend of Rafael Leonardo Callejas, a good friend, He is a man for 
whom I feel affection, admiration and respect, He is a man with whom a person 
can talk and discuss issues without creating political enmities, as has 
happened in the past." 


Though he said that "perhaps history will prove me wrong," he noted that he 
was going to venture to predict categcrically that the pact is not going to 
last for the 4 years of Jose Azcona's term in office, because it will not 
suit the National Party group for it to last, 


He made it clear that his opposition to the pact, both initially and later, 
was not due to the form of the negotiations or because he was not involved in 
them, “since I didn't want to be involved," but rather because "I felt that 
at that time we should be negotiating with the other Liberal Party group." 


While it is true what many have argued that the Azcona group ‘iid not have 
control of the legislative authority, nor could it select the judicial au- 
thority on its own, he said: "I believe those pacts should not have been 
arranged," 
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HONDURAS 


ALIAZ DEPUTIES SUPPORT MONTOYA CANDIDACY 


Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 3 Mar 86 p 2 


[Text] Last Friday, 48 ALIAZ [Alipo-Azcona Alliance] deputies proclaimed 
Carlos Orbin Montoya, speaker of the National Congress, to be Jose Azcona'‘s 
political successor, and consolidated the Movement for Parliamentary Mem- 
bers as Presidential Candidates. 


The announcement was based on maintaining support for Azcona Hoyo's Liberal 
Party Government, considering that liberalism must provide good government 
to satisfy the needs of the Honduran people and ensure for itself the popu- 
lar backing it will need in the 1989 elections. 


Yes to Municipals 


At a meeting in the 5th Rural District of former president of the Central 
District's Metropolitan Council, Elvin Ernesto Santos, a political analysis 
was was made of the Liberal Party's internal situation and of the advisa- 
bility or not of holding or suspending the municipal elections scheduled 
for 1987. 


The attending deputies--among them: Gustavo Gomez Santos, Oscar Melara, 
Ramon de Jesus Sabillon, Antonio Ortez Turcios, and Mario Lopez--favored 
holding the municipal elections, affirming that “the Liberal Party needs 
to recapture those municipalities won in 1985 by the Callejista National 
Movement, which now controls the National Party." 


The position was also supported by Carlos Montoya, who emphasized that 
"although those elections represent an expense for our party, as well as 
for the other political organizations, they must be held, because only in 
that manner can democracy remain effective in Honduras." 


No to ‘Oficialismo' 


The discussion on that topic having concluded in a decision to participate 
in the municipal elections, the 48 deputies and their substitutes analyzed 
the national political situation and, above all, that of the proselyting 
activity being waged by other presidential aspirants, like Rafael Leonardo 
Callejas in the National Party, and Jorge Roberto Madriaga in the Azconista 
Movement. 
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The deputies raised serious questions as to the urgency of choosing 
Azcona's political successor, citing the risks run by a political group 
or party in promoting “officialista" candidates [candidates ardently sup- 
portive of an incumbent Government's policies]. 


Manuel Zelaya cautioned: "We must analyze what occurred during the last 
elections, when former President Suazo Cordova, seeking to maintain control 
of the party, launched "oficialista" candidates who were rejected by the 
people in general." 


Gustavo Gomez Santos went further, stating that "The people don't like 
‘officialismo.' The Azconista Movement has already given what it had to 
give and we are being called upon to keep up our political momentum on 
new and sincere bases and with a mind for change." 


This Movement, he said, must project a new image; it must be creative so 
as to offer the electorate an alternative, although we must understand 
that it is necessary to give all-out support to the present Government, 


The Candidate 


The deputies expressed their concern as to the political activity being 
waged by the National Party's Rafael Callejas. "He has not let up," they 
said. "He is continuing to consolidate his movement as the National 
Party's sole candidate, and we Liberals must do the same if we want to 
keep our party in power." 


The speakers pointed out that liberalism needs a leader as of now who can 
guide it to an electoral victory, and felt that Carlos Orbin Montoya is 
the man to pit against all the other presidential aspirants. 


Oscar Melara, Javier Moncada, Antonio Ortez Turcios, Efrain Diaz Galeas, 
Ramon de Jesus Sabillon, Mario Pineda, Jaime Smith, Nelson Sosa and others 
spoke in favor of a “precandidatura" [preemptive designation of the party's 
nominee]. 


Accepts the Challenge 


In his remarks, Montoya stated that he accepts the challenge and confronts 
the historic responsibility being conferred on him by the 48 deputies. 


"My way," he said, "has always been to meet challenges decisively, and 
for me the proposed presidential candidacy is precisely that--a historic 
challenge--a challenge that I feel compelled to accept, because I am cer- 
tain it will have the backing of the people. 


"Therefore," he asserted, "I am taking the bat in hand and stepping up 
to the plate to do battle, and in that battle we as good Liberals will 
all take part, without lessening the support we owe to the Government of 
engineer Azcona, who represents the popular will." 
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The meeting ended after midnight Friday, and before its adjournment a docu- 
ment was drawn up officially constituting the Movement for the Candidacy 
of Carlos Orbin Montoya. 


The participating deputies--it should be pointed out--laid stress on the 
fact that the majority of the Liberal bench was in agreement to support 
Montoya's presidential candidacy, considering that only Diogenes Cruz 
Garcia and Plinio Diaz, who do not have the popular following of the rest 
of the bench, expressed support for Jorge Roberto Maradiaga. 
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HONDURAS 


COLPROSUMAH FACTIONS CLASH OVER LEADERSHIP 
CODEH Calls for Intervention 
San Pedro Sula TIEMPO in Spanish 4 Mar 86 p 8 


[Text] Tegucigalpa. CODEH [Committee for the Defense of Human Rights in 
Honduras] has urged the National Congress to take the necessary action to 
put an end to the COLPROSUMAH [Professional Association for the Improvement 
of Teaching in Honduras] conflict. 


The national leadership of this private institution described the eviction 
of the authentic leaders of COLPROSUMAH from their headquarters as "alarming." 


A statement released by CODEH noted that "this violation of human rights 
seemed even more alarming to us when we learned that the assailants were 
apparently accompanied by counterrevolutionaries who have lengthy criminal 
records in Honduras," 


"We call upon the Sovereign National Congress to take the necessary steps 
to put an end to the COLPROSUMAH conflict," noted the CODEH statement. 


Tinoco Seeks CGT Membership 
Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 18 Feb 86 p 3 


[Text] Directors of COLPROSUMAH, led by Roberto Lopez Tinoco, yesterday 
requested to be affiliated with the CGT [General Workers Federation], in 
an attempt to establish unity within the national teachers organization. 


COLPROSUMAH has close ties with the CGT, through its membership in the CLAT 
[Latin American Workers Federation], but it is now asking for membership in 
this local workers federation, in order to deal with its problems with the 
faction led by Rosario Avila de Dominguez. 


Lopez Tinoco, accompanied by other COLPROSUMAH leaders, met yesterday for 
several hours with the CGT's executive board, analyzing the problems facing 
COLPROSUMAH, and working out strategies to be followed. 











Felicito Avila, secretary of the workers federation, said that restoring 
unity to the teachers union is urgent, so they must seek formulas that will 
help in achieving that aim, 


He added that as the executive board led by Lopez Tinoco has joined with the 
CGT, “our organization is obliged to show our solidarity with it, but we 
shall still continue to seek parameters for a dialogue." 


Avilo criticized the fact that in dealing with the problem of the teachers 
organization, some sectors are not treating it as a union problem, but ra- 
ther as a political issue, and he urged the committee appointed by the Na- 
tional Congress to seek some points of agreement, and in that way to find 
an overall solution for this conflict, 


He also suggested that the problem be handled by convening a special congress, 
in which all the sectors involved may take part. 


Negotiations Under Way 
San Pedro Sula TIEMPO in Spanish 5 Mar 86 p 5 


[Text] Tegucigalpa. The COLPROSUMAH factions which are disputing control of 
the organization yesterday took the first step toward seeking a solution for 

the conflict that has disrupted this union since 1982, because of the inter- 

vention by the Roberto Suazo Cordova regime. 


Leaders of what is known as the Authentic Leadership Board and of the Suazo 
Cordova faction met yesterday together with the National Congress committee 
which is investigating the COLPROSUMAH situation. 


At the meeting held at the Legislative Palace, which was termed "positive" 
by the COLPROSUMAH president, Rosario Dominguez, both groups stated their 
positions. 


Representatives of the group headed by Roberto Lopez Tinoco, which had the 
backing of the Roberto Suazo Cordova regime, stated that they feel a national 
plebiscite should be held so that the grassroots members of COLPROSUMAH may 
elect their leaders. 


However, the so-called Authentic Board proposed holding a special congress, 
to be convened by a board of well known persons, as a way out of this con- 
flict, This board would verify the honesty of the proceedings. 


Rosario Dominguez said: "This meeting was highly positive," but he noted 
that "we find it surprising that now the Suazo Cordova people are going out 
and saying that they are opposed to a special congress. Initially, they 
gaid that was the only possible way to resolve the problem." 














The teachers union leader said that the congressional committee "offered 
us an alternative for solving the problem--working with the COLPROSUMAH 
grassroots." 


He noted that representatives of the two COLPROSUMAH factions are scheduled 
to meet again next Monday with the National Congress committee to give their 
final answers to the proposal presented yesterday, 


The other COLPROSUMAH president, Roberto Lopez Tinoco, said: "We did reach 
some points of agreement, areas where we think solutions may be found for 
COLPROSUMAH's internal problems." 


"The matter is moving along well, and we are going to continue to work on 
other aspects, so that we can settle this situation next week," he said. 


Lopez Tinoco refused to state the points on which agreement had been reached, 
Saying that "a proposal has been formulated by the congressional committee, 
which would be kept secret until it was either accepted or rejected." 


Government Intervention Criticized 
San Pedro Sula TIEMPO in Spanish 15 Feb 86 p 6 
[Editorial: "Confrontation and Terrorism in the National Teachers Union"] 


[Text] This week's events at the COLPROSUMAH headquarters reveal the grave 

position which our country's largest teachers organization is in, due to the 
repressive intervention of state security organizations, which has continued 
ever since the end of 1982, the first year of the Suazo Cordova administra- 

tion. 


As the reader will recall, in December 1982 the COLPROSUMAH congress met in 
Ocotepeque, where there was a split into two factions--one backed by the go- 
vernment, and the other supported by the majority of the delegates, Then the 
government-backed faction withdrew to hold a separate congress, which appoint- 
ed its own national leadership. 


Following the procedure the regime was using at that time, eliminating from 
leadership positions in popular and educational organizations--including the 
UNAH [National Autonomous University of Honduras]-~-all persons who did not 
support its corporatist project, in accordance with the National Security doc- 
trine espoused by Gen Gustavo Alvarez Martinez and the well known APROH 
[Association for Progress in Honduras], the Supreme Court of Justice ratified 
the government-backed board. 


In addition, a suit was brought against Ambrosio Sabio, the leader of what was 
called the Authentic Group of the teachers union, and a harsh persecution 
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was unleashed against this faction of COLPROSUMAH, including a raid of its 
Tegucigalpa headquarters by the security police and the arrest of 11 of its 
leaders, who were charged with being communists engaging in espionage on 
behalf of the Sandinistas. 


At the ministry of public education, whose officials undoubtedly colluded 
with this repression, they began to fire teachers, replacing them with sup- 
porters of the regime, using all sorts of pressures and bribes to achieve 
their aims, Nonetheless, the rebellion persisted, culminating with the 
imprisonment of Ambrosio Sabio in December of last year at the order of 
Judge Bocanegra, the same person responsible for the judicial proceedings 
in 1982. 


Ambrosio Sabio was finally released conditionally for lack of merits in 
the case against him (for the time being, as is typical here), and it did 
seem that, with the coming of the new government into office, the COLPRO- 
SUMAH problem would move toward a resolution, But it seems that the same 
terrorist policy designed in the infamous "Apocryphal Memorandum" which 
led to the downfall of Gen Juan Alberto Melgar Castro in the military go- 
vernment, which is a strategy designed to castrate popular organizations, 
still continues in force. 


On 11 February, the leaders of the Authentic Movement of COLPROSUMAH 
decided to take possession of the organization's headquarters in Teguci- 
galpa, which they did. In response to that action, which was certainly 
violent and contrary to law, the police once again resorted to the expe- 
dient of terrorism, instead of proceeding legally and through the judicial 
system, 


A group of approximately 20 individuals armed with submachine guns, pistols 
and machetes, and using tear gas, burst into the COLPROSUMAH headquarters at 
night, firing shots. As a consequence of this attack, one of the teachers 
in the building at that time is still hanging between life and death, and 
nine others were seriously wounded. 


It is clear that there is some form of connivence between government agencies 
behind all this, as otherwise such an action could not have occurred. In- 
stead of helping to restore order and tranquility to the teachers union, it 
has rather opened up a new chapter of violence. 


This new escalation of repression does no credit to the government of 
engineer Azcona, from which people had hoped for improvements and more appro- 
priate and civilized ways of solving such problems, which are of the highest 
importance if the people of Honduras are to live together in peace. 


The confrontation within COLPROSUMAH will not be ended by such methods, as 
it is clear that terrorism leads only to violence, death and destruction. 


Therefore, the appropriate step is for the government to promote fair 


negotiations between the opposing sectors, putting aside its forces of 
repression and the ill-advised proposals of the fascist National Security 


doctrine. 
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HONDURAS 


PAPER SAYS MAJOR PARTIES SEEK’ TO 'STIFLE' SMALL PARTIES 
fegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 7 Mar 86 p 2 


[Text] The president of the PDCH [Honduran Christian Democratic Party], 
Efrain Diaz Arrivillaga, said that the traditional parties, acting through 
the Azconista and Callejista movements, are using election law reforms in an 
attempt to maintain their monopoly on power and to stifle the small parties. 


Diaz Arrivillaga noted that before any action of that nature is carried out, 
the traditional parties should remember certain points contained in the 
Document of Agreement which they signed in May of last year, to bring an end 
to the institutional crisis. 


There are three principal aspects of that agreement which should be taken 
into account, he indicated: the first point is the agreement to hold internal 
party elections; secondly, the economic independence which political insti- 
tutions are supposed to have; and finally, separate elections. 


"Until now only the Liberal and National Parties have talked about reforming 
the election law. We have been shunted aside; we know absolutely nothing about 
the content of these reforms. From what the press has published, we do know 
that what they are trying to do is to eliminate the political debt and set a 
specific percentage for the parties to keep their legal status, which will 

be a minimum of 50,000 votes," he stated. 


If that is the case, he said, “this action has no other purpose but to keep 
the two-party monopoly in power, with very clear designs of stifling smaller 
but growing parties, in this instance, the PDCH and the PINU [Innovation 

and Unity Party]. 


"We hereby give notice that we will not yield to these plans, and that we 
will fight to the bitter end to block this attack against us," he declared. 


Diaz Arrivillaga said he was “surprised by these actions," as President 
Jose Azcona has publicly stated that he will respect all these agreements, 


That is a reasonable position, for it was a serious commitment made between 
all political sectors with the backing of the Armed Forces of Honduras and 
the workers and peasants, "who must be alert to what some people are now 
trying to do.” 
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HONDURAS 


LABOR, BUSINESS SECTOR, GOVERNMENT SEEK JOINT SOLUTIONS 
San Pedro Sula TIEMPO in Spanish 13 Feb 86 p 4 


[Text] Tegucigalpa, Leaders of workers and farmers organizations and 
directors of the COHEP [Honduran Private Enterprise Council] met yesterday 
with National Congress deputies to coordinate actions designed to revise 
the minimum wage and bring about reforms in the Labor Code, 


Directors of ANDI [National Industrialists Association], AMPI [National 
Association of Small and Midsized Industries], and of the National Exporters 
Association of Honduras also took part in this meeting, which lasted for 
about 2 hours. 


At this meeting an agreement was reached to set up tripartite technical 
commissions to study the Labor Code reforms and the minimum wage increase. 


The private sector's representatives at the meeting maintained that a minimum 
wage hike would result in greater unemployment in Honduras, and that action 
should instead be directed toward opening up new sources of jobs, 


The president of COHEP, Dr Jorge Gomez Andino, said that private enterprise 
"is concerned about the enormous unemployment now existing in our country, 
and we have asked the National Congress to set up a commission to combat 
unemployment," 


He stated that a minimum wage increase would be of no use unless a policy of 
investment incentives were established, and that reforms in the Labor Code 
must be made for the benefit of the nation and not of one specific sector." 


Employers Must Become More Human; Artiles 


The secretary general of the CTH [Confederation of Honduran Workers], Andres 
Victor Artiles, said that the demand for a minimum wage increase is designed 
to improve the salary conditions of unorganized workers. 


He indicated that the minimum wage has remained static since 1980, and that 
private enterprise opposes an increase "to keep its dividends and profits 
from being affected." 
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“Nonetheless, as we have been saying at this meeting, we believe that they 
must analyze the situation, in order to improve the living conditions of 


the Honduran people." 


Victor Artiles said that "employers must become more human so they can truly 
respond to the process of change which our nation needs, because the estab- 
lishment of social justice depends on them more than on anyone else." 


He noted that the workers and farmers organizations are not opposed to 
businessmen campaigning to have the state grant them more incentives and 
greater protection for investors. "For us, the important thing is that there 
must be no exploitation of man by man," he emphasized. 
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HONDURAS 


ANDI SEEKS PROTECTIVE MEASURES FROM AZCONA 
San Pedro Sula TIEMPO in Spanish 15 Feb 86 p 2 
{Article by EDT] 


[Text] San Pedro Sula--The executive junta of the ANDI [National Associa- 
tion of Industrialists] met yesterday to draw up a document that is to 

be presented next week to engineer Jose Azcona Hoyo, in which, among other 
things, substantial changes in the country's economic policy are to be 
requested, along with the creation of a special fund for industry, consist- 
ing of the additional revenues that will be received from coffee. 


The incentives the industrialists will be requesting will include: The 
granting of credits against income tax paid by investors; provision in 

the economic legislation for recognizing capital losses; and changes in 

the legislation, especially as regards tax concessions, so that all sectors 
will be placed on an equal footing from the standpoint of tax relief grant- 
ed on imports of raw materials and capital goods. 


As a case in point, the ANDI does not agree that a business firm should 
pay high taxes for the import of machinery while a cooperative is exempt 
from having to pay them. 


The document also requests that incentives be provided to exporting firms, 
in the form of increases in foreign exchange to be made available to those 
firms that succeed in substantially increasing their exports. 


"The aim of our proposals is to help resolve the problem of the lack of 
foreign exchange and the problem of unemployment, and to contribute to 
the resolving of the problem of the country's fiscal and international 
trade deficits," said lawyer Edwin Rosenthal, president of ANDI. 


The meeting, which was held at the CCIC [Cortes Chamber of Commerce and 
Industries], was also attended by members of this organization who pertain 
to the industrial sector, and by the ANMPI [National Association of Small- 
and Medium-Sized Industry] represented by its president, Juan Cruz, all 

of whom endorse the document. 
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Enlargement of Free Zones 


Rosenthal Oliva indicated that a request will also be made that the present 
free zone operating in Puerto Cortes be enlarged to include the entire 
country; a bill in this regard will also be submitted to the ad hoc commit- 
tee the Congress has formed together with COHEP, for introduction at the 
next session of the Highest Judicial Authority. 


"It is also important," said businessman Oliva, “that industrial parks 
be allowed to operate, so as to be able to attract foreign firms and inter- 
national investments, thus producing more exports." 


The document will also address the problems the industries see in the oper- 
ation of the autonomous agencies, like “the poor and expensive services 
being provided by the National Electric Power Agency, the high tariffs 
charged by the National Port Company, which tariffs must be revised and 
reduced." The document will also propose the reactivating of the ANDI-ENEE 
Commission to study the possible reduction of electric power rates. 


Against the ‘Minimum!’ 


The issue of the increase in the minimum wage, which was an item on the 
agenda, was finally not discussed for lack of some documents that ANDI 

had requested from Ministry of Labor and the Central Bank, for the purpose 
of studying the case, 


However, Rosenthal Oliva said that, from a personal standpoint, he is not 
in favor of the granting of the proposed increment, because it would con- 
tribute to a rise in the levels of inflation and unemployment. 


"Also to be requested is a lowering of the interest rates involved in the 
financing of industry, especially for small- and medium-sized industries, 
and the creating of a special fund for industry, using the additional 
revenues to be received from coffee, to help resolve the foreign exchange 
problem, which, with the end of the Industrial Reactivation Program, has 
now become acute," said the president of ANDI. 


He announced that the Central Bank has applied to the BID for a loan of 
$40 million which, if granted, will be made available to industry in the 
for of loans at a 15-percent interest rate. This alternative was resorted 
to by the Central Bank after the Government was unable to obtain an exten- 
sion of its BID loans through the PRI, owing to the lateness with which 

it had submitted its application. 


The industrialists of the CCIC attending the meeting submitted a document 
to ANDI for the purpose of analyzing and discussing the barter transactions 
being effected at the Central American level; however, this was not dis- 
cussed, it having been decided to await availability of the results of 

this form of trade that is about to be instituted with El Salvador. 
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Economic Advisory Board Worries ANDI 


Rosenthal Oliva indicated that "Engineer Azcona Hoyo's Government must be 
given a grace period yet, inasmuch as it has barely taken office; however, 
we are definitely worried about the persons that have been sought to make 
up the Economic Advisory Board. We believe they are not the most qualified, 
with the exception of the minister of economy, who is fully qualified to 
head the Ministry, even though he is the one at whom most of the criticism 
in our midst has been directed. 


"No one should feel offended by these remarks, since we feel that many 
Government officials have been appointed more out of pclitical considera- 
tions than for their capabilities and honesty," he said. 
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HONDURAS 


ANDEPH CALLS FOR 'DEPOLITICIZATION' OF GOVERNMENT WORKERS 
San Pedro Sula TIEMPO in Spanish 18 Feb 86 p 5 


[Text] Tegucigalpa. ANDEPH [National Association of Government Employees 
of Honduras] has asked President Jorge Azcona Hoyo to regulate the direct in- 
volvement of government employees in political activities and to eliminate 
the "political tax." 


In a proposal delivered to the president, engineer Azcona Hoyo, last Friday, 
ANDEPH said that participation by government officials and workers in poli- 
tical activities "irremediably generates political abuses in the exercise of 
the government's duties." 


"Political activism must not be the principal objective of government 
employees; their fundamental responsibility is to perform tasks related to 
the general interest," the statement argued. 


On the subject of the "political tax," which is manifested in thc 
obligation to contribute to political organizations, ANDEPH noted that "far 
from being an edifying and beneficial practice promoting the professionali- 
zation of government administration, it results in the politicization of 
this administration and a commitment to reward political activities and 

not. professional skills and job performance," 


It further noted that the creation of an effective law to combat corruption 
can not be further delayed. "Let us avoid a situation in which corruption 
becomes even more skillful, insidious and modern, while the mechanisms de- 
signed to control it constantly grow more ponderous. inapplicable and obso- 
lete," warned ANDEPH. 


ANDEPH also asked President Azcona Hoyo to respect government workers' job 
stability. "Layoffs of government employees are only justifiable if they re- 
sult from decisions covered in the established legal regulations. Using lay- 
offs as a means of persecuting public servants because of partisan political 
discrimination is unacceptable," the statement added. 
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HONDURAS 


CONTRABAND TRADE AFFECTING BUSINESS OF DISTRIBUTING COMPANIES 
Tegucigalpa LA TRIBUNA in Spanish 19 Feb 86 p 6 


[Text] [Jorge Gomez Andino, president of the Honduran Private Enterprise 
Council] said that government authorities are doing nothing to prevent the 
illegal influx of a large quantity of foreign manufactured products, which 
are sold in the domestic market at very low prices, since the contraband 
importers pay no import duties, 


Faced with the authorities‘ indifference, the distributors have decided to 
reduce their operations by 50 percent starting next month [March], This will 
cause the layoff of about 600 workers. 


He explained that this measure will have a direct impact on the national 
treasury, since it will reduce the amount paid for import duties, sales and 
other taxes by between 25 and 30 million lempiras. 


Among the companies hurt by contraband, the business leader mentioned the 
Barret Agency, International Distributor, Istmania, DIAPA, DIUNSA, DIMERC, 
International Supplier, Satellite Distributor and others which have been le- 
gally operating in Honduras for a number of years. 


Since last year the business community has been complaining that smugglers 
have been using freight cars to bring into Honduras huge quantities of popu- 
lar consumer goods, primarily processed focds, with the complicity of some 
finance ministry officials. 


They added that the devaluation of the [Guatemalan] quetzal and the Salvadoran 
colon has greatly helped the operations of the contraband importers, who have 
sufficient resources to bribe customs officials and to sell their merchandise 
at "bargain basement" prices, in a competition that is unfair to the distri- 
buting companies, 
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NICARAGUA 


i CONOMIC DIFFICL..°IES, LABOR UNREST DETAILED 
Ortega: Plan Can Change 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 20 Apr 86 p 5 


[Text] The working session was still going on at nearly 1900 hours, and after 
24 people had spoken, many more were waiting their turn to address the 
president of the republic, Cmdr Daniel Ortega, and his cabinet members. As is 
their custom, the president and his cabinet were Facing the Nation to hear 
about the concerns and problems that are hampering production levels in the 
country. 


This meeting was an encounter with the leaders of the country's various 
economic sectors, urban and rural workers, who are in direct contact with the 
nation's economic situation. Gathered in one of the yards of the Adolfo 
Garcia Barberena State Prodouction Unit (UPE), in Fl Crucero, they began to 
review the achievements of the first quarter of the economic plan, with a view 
to establishing goals for 1986 production. 


Three hours before the Face the Nation session began, the workers were already 
there, waiting under the broiling sun. After the Sandinist Government leaders 
were greeted accordingly, the first thing the president of the republic was 
asked to do was: not to sign the Contadora Agreement. The workers also 
demanded more weapons to defend the Revolution and the accomplishments it has 
made possible. 


Questions were divided into three rounds, by region and by production sector. 
The problems of human relations and communication between management and labor 
in the enterprises were a common theme, as were food shortages, the lack of 
maintenance, the shortage of components for production, and other issues. 


The problems of enforcing labor regulations were discussed, and in that 
regard, Labor Minister Benedicto Meneses responded that next week the revised 
agricultural regulations will be ready. These regulations will be released in 
the form of the new catalogue of standards that was drawn up after 
consultations with leaders of the Association of Agricultural Workers (ATC), 
the Ministry of Agricultural-Livestock Development and Agrarian Reform 
(MIDINRA), UNAG, and the Sandinist Central Organization of Workers (CST). 











The vice-president of the republic, Sergio Ramirez Mercado, stated that in the 
area of banana production it has been decided that a single entity will be 
responsible for producing and exporting the product. In this regard, he 
appealed for labor discipline so that the enterprises will be more successful. 


The hours were going by, and new problems were mentioned by each worker who 
spoke. They even called for more vigilance in private enterprises such as the 
San Antonio and Julio Martinez sugar mills, because they are “boycotting” the 
1986 Economic Plan. Francisco Membreno, secretary of propaganda of the ISA, 
cited the fact that in 1979, 69 tons of sugar was obtained from each manzana, 
while today that figure is 50 tons. 

"There is negligence in productivity," said the leader, who demanded the 
supervision of the Labor and Housing Ministries in the areas where the workers 
live. 


Isaac Sanchez, an innovator in the Heroes and Martyrs of Grenada group, 
criticized the CST for neglecting this sector, and the Ministry of Industry 
for not supporting the group's efforts. Humberto Sevilla, of the Union of 
Stevedores of San Juan del Sur, in Region IV, asked about the port's future 
prospects. 


Review of Economic Plan 


He recalled that in 1985 there were only 28 workdays, with salaries of 1,700 
cordobas. Whereas the current goal is 107,000 tons, he noted, in the first 3 
months there was only one shipment of 12,000 tons to unload; only two ships 
arrived instead of the expected five. 


The president of the republic, Commander of the Revolution Daniel Ortega, 
reminded the workers that the Economic Plan is the guide and the tools to help 
improve the country's production process in wartime, and it will have to be 
constantly corrected "on the march." 


Comparing the problems raised by the workers with those indicated by reports 
issued by government officials, he pointed out that they have many points in 
common, which will contribute to the adjustment of the economic plan. The 
National Planning Council will be revising that plan in conjunction with the 
representatives of the CST and the ATC. 


He emphasized the workers’ eagerness to produce, and criticized the negligence 
of others who have caused the revolutionary state to lose huge sums, Along 
these lines, he urged union leaders to ensure compliance with the plan, 
guaranteeing more efficient work and labor discipline, as well as self- 
criticism. "Only in this way will they have the moral authority to face these 
problems," the Sandinist leader warned in conclusion. 
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Workers Take Over Enterprise 
Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 19 Apr 86 pp 1, 5 


[Text] The recent take-over of the National Clothing Enterprise (ENAVES) 
complex by the workers opened the floodgates of a problem that threatens a 
Strategic industry in the textile sector due to a combination of errors, 
limitations, and deficiencies. 


BARRICADA investigated the case thoroughly, and although "Fuenteovejuna" could 
be responsible for the accumulated problems that led workers to take over 12 
factory gates and demand radical measures (including the firing of 
administrative officials), in fact there are clear and unavoidable individual, 
collective, and institutional responsibilities that led to the outburst at the 
collective. 


A reorganization process that met with resistance among a weak union 
leadership, low productivity levels, a company committee that did not work and 
consequently a lack of real worker participation, 466 machines in poor working 
order out of a total of 842, a lack of foreign exchange for raw materials and 
spare parts, 115 workers per day absent from the job, the pirating of 
technicians, . .. in sum, the ENAVES case is a model to be analyzed by 
workers throughout the country. 


Run-down machinery that hinders production, deficient enforcement of work 
quotas, errors in the payment of wages, a low level of political-ideological 
work, and erroneous ideas among union leadership, among other factors, 
recently prompted a group of workers to take over the complex. 


The take-over of 12 factory gates by the women was declared illegal by the 
Labor Ministry, and the 57 workers were fired. All have been relocated to 
textile, leather and shoe factories. 


ENAVES produces clothing for national consumption, including school uniforms 
and fatigues for combat troops. It also makes "Jean Pierre" jeans for export. 
This year, production declined notably because of the lack of raw materials 
and other causes which we will explain in this article. 


The enterprise, considered a priority within the textile sector, has been 
plagued with periodic work stoppages by the employees, culminating in the 
take-over on Friday 11] April. The women prevented everyone from entering, 
even administrative personnel. 


Comrade Ruth Herrera, director of the complex, has been carrying out a 
reorganization of production and has been curtailing some improper practices 
left over from the previous administration. Leana Machado, former manager of 
ENAVES, is serving a 7-year term for fraud and embezzlement at the enterprise. 


Herrera, who has been at the factory for 6 months, outlined its situation. 
She pointed out that its production levels had been extremely low. When she 
took over, she asked for an audit, which the Industry Ministry was unable to 
do because in 1985 the auditing team was just reviewing the accounting 








controls for the previous 3 years, not for 1985, At present, the accounts are 
expected to be up to date by 7 May. 


Company Committee Doesn't Work 


The Company Committee, a forum in which ENAVES workers can participate, has 
not worked. The tense relations between management and the union, and the 
weak and divided union leadership, have been the principal obstacles. 


The workers have exerted pressure on the management in various ways. A week 
after Comrade Ruth Herrera took over, the workers carried out a mobilization 
that resulted in an assembly outside the management offices. 


The director suspended meetings during work hours so that production would not 
be hampered; this measure was misinterpreted by employees as an act of 
repression. She reached an agreement with the union in this regard for 20 
hours a month, as opposed to the average of 140 hours that had been spent. 


In the files, BARRICADA found numerous copies of the director's communications 
with the union, in which various agreements were set forth. They included the 
regulation of transfers, the revision of work quotas, and mechanisms to 
improve labor discipline. 


Who Is Taking Advantage of the Situation? 


The workers have a variety of opinions. Some say that the problems have 
arisen because management does not comply with the agreements. Others add 
that they are rooted in the mistaken policy of supporting firings for theft. 
Several employees assert that the best thing is to join together, because it 
is the extreme leftwing union factions that come out on top and benefit from 
the disunity of the workers. 


The union that represents the enterprise's employees is an affiliate of the 
Sandinist Central Organization of Workers (CST), but some leaders are 
followers of the Central Organization of Trade Union Action and Unity (CAUS). 


Key Problem: Machinery 


Of 842 machines, 466 are broken down, and often after repairs they last only a 
couple of hours, because the mechanics must modify old parts. 


The Ministry of Industry needs $2.5 million to buy spare parts for the textile 
sector. Agustin Vega, director of the textile sector, confirmed the 
statements by the ENAVES director, explaining that foreign exchange has not 
been allocated to that enterprise for the repair of the machinery. 


Only $11,500 was invested in zippers, fasteners, dyes, and other components, 
as well as a small quantity of spare parts. The dollars were purchased at the 
exchange office, which raises costs, according to Vega. 


In addition, the enterprise cannot prevent its best mechanics from being 
"pirated." ENAVES has formed a training school at which several young men are 








learning the trade from the old masters, but if the "pirating" continues, how 
can the machinery situation be stabilized? 


The run-down machines also affect the workers' take-home pay. Working an 8- 
hour shift, an employee can earn an extra percentage for exceeding her work 
quota. But if the machines are broken down, the employees cannot work and 
they earn only their base pay; or, in the best of cases, they are transferred 
to another operation. 


The same thing happens when the broken-down machines operate only 3 or 4 hours 
aday. The employees cannot exceed their quotas when that happens, so they 
are demanding that the machinery be repaired. 


Waiting Time 


The employees wonder what is the point of showing up at the factory and 
putting in their hours if they do not produce. Sonia Caldera asserted that 
the machine she operates “has been picking up the fabric and breaking the 
thread for the past 60 days, and that slows down the work." We observed 
several idle workers in the plants. They were on what is known as "waiting 
time," which can range from a half-hour to several weeks, and is due to the 
lack of material to work with or to broken-down machines. 


In this regard, the management of the enterprise explained that the 
normalization of work requires many resources, from spare parts to fabric and 
accessories. For example, to regularize production in just one of the three 
plants in the complex, ENAVES had to be allocated all the fabric that had been 
earmarked for the manufacture of clothing in the small and medium-sized shops 
in the small-scale industry. 


In addition, plant personnel were sent on vacation, while the workers who cut 
out shirt pieces worked overtime to accumulate enough material to stabilize 
production. 


Absenteeism and Transfers 


Alinost 12 percent of the machine operators have seen their income fall because 
they cannot exceed their quotas when they are transferred from one occupation 
to another of greater or lesser complexity. They are less skilled at the new 
job than they were at the old one, since they are not familiar with it, so 
they work slowly and sometimes do not even manage to complete the minimum 
assignment. 


Transfers increase as a result of absenteeism, because if one worker is 


missing another must do the job. The operation is a chain, and if one aspect 
falls behind, the others are also affected, and waiting time increases. 


Absenteeism also hinders production. An average of 115 workers miss work each 
day, which is equivalent to 13 percent of the 900 employees at the factory. 


Sometimes there is machinery in good condition that has no one to operate it 
to make school uniforms and combat fatigues. 
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"Absenteeism is a problem that cannot be solved by mere administrative 
measures," says the director, acknowledging the failure to engage in 
political-ideological work among the employees before applying administrative 
measures. 


Errors in Payroll 


In addition to the run-down machinery, the lack of raw materials and 
absenteeism--the latter caused by the workers themselves--affect employees 
income, and mistakes in paychecks have led to discontent among the workers. 


ENAVES hired a computer company, which is under the jurisdiction of the 
Ministry of Industry, to do the payroll using a new system. A number of 
errors were made in that payroll. 


Some workers received only part of their pay, and although they were 
reimbursed in the ensuing weeks, they were unhappy. The workers are demanding 
that the situation be brought back to normal. 


Comrade Ruth Herrera responded to this complaint by saying that the payment 
system is improving, and that in recent weeks the errors have been kept to a 
minimum, 


Standardization: A Task in Its Infancy 


Most of the quotas can easily be exceeded. Many machine operators fulfill 
more than 200 percent of the quota. There are other quotas, however, that are 
very "tight." In assembling collar bases, for example, Rosario Munoz, who has 
2 years of experience in this operation, can exceed the quota by 20 percent if 
she works a full 8 hours. 


Meanwhile, Isabel Aleman can easily achieve 267 percent of the collar-assembly 
operation. Weekly paychecks amount to 9,000 cordobas for the first job, and 
25,000 cordobas for the second. 


The workers are calling for the revision of the quotas that are very tight, 
while the machine operators who do manage to exceed the quotas attribute it to 
personal effort and their skill in operating the machine. The Labor Ministry, 
however, feels that the quotas are very low in general, but it has done 
nothing about them, 


The workers complain about the constant changes in methods of manufacturing 
clothing. The company makes these changes to lower costs, but the workers 
contend that they suffer because they have to adapt to new styles of working 
and acquire skills in operating machinery that they already know how to run 
easi'y, and this prevents them from exceeding the quotas. 


One worker who attaches pockets filed a complaint because she used to be given 


the pieces already ironed, which made her work easier. The same is true, for 
example, of the workers who assemble collar bases, who under the new system 
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must smoothe out the fabric with their fingernails so that the piece will not 
be wrinkled, explained an operator. 


Damaso Vargas’ View 


In view of this complicated situation, we consulted Damaso Vargas, secretary 
of the CST for Region III. He stated that the workers are correct in some of 
their claims, although he acknowledged that they did not go about filing their 
grievances the right way. 


The CST demanded that the 57 operators be reinstated, but the Labor Ministry 
objected. "The state was forced to take drastic action, and we will assume 
our responsibility," said Damaso. "In addition, the CST accepts its share of 
the blame for not having led the ENAVES workers properly, but the company 
should improve its communications with the employees. Often it proceeds in 
ways that do not strengthen the ties of unity," he said. 


He added that the statements made to the media by the administrative director 
recently, concerning alleged incidents of theft and measures taken to detect 
them, helped provoke the partial work stoppage on 11 April. 


Bureaucrats Punished? 


Damaso indicated that the Labor Ministry warned the workers that it would not 
allow work stoppages, "but we asked the ministry what it would do about the 
bureaucracy of its officials." 


He added that he mentioned the above because there are problems not only at 
ENAVES, but in several enterprises in the region, and they must be stopped. 
"A measure to combat negligence is necessary," he said, because the workers 
are tired of waiting for their problems to be solved. 


The chief of the CST in the region asserted that the organization will improve 
its service to workers in the textile sector, but that all the forces involved 
must cooperate to consolidate the workers’ efforts in each enterprise in the 
region. 
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PERU 


PREPARATIONS BEGIN FOR JUNE SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS 
Lima EL NACIONAL in Spanish 4 May 86 p 2 


[Text] Luis Ayala, secretary general of the Socialist International Committee 
for Latin America and the Caribbean, is in Lima mecting with Senator Armando 
Villanueva del Campo, secretary general of the Aprista Party, to coordinate on 
the 17th Congress of the Socialist International scheduled for 20-23 June in 
Lima. This meeting is especially meaningful for Lima in that it is the first 
to be held in a Third World country. Previous congresses were held in Europe. 


Selection of Peru for this event is a recognition of the international 
position assumed by President Alan Garcia, who is also head of the Peruvian 
Aprista Party, consultative organization of the Socialist International, said 
Luis Ayala. 


The main meeting of the congress will consider such priority topics as peace 
and disarmament, the world economic crisis and consolidation of democracy. It 
is an honor for Peru to have becn selected as the site for this event, an 
honor that is extendable to the social democratic movement in all of Latin 
America. 


Carlos Lopez Cano, head of the organizing committee of the world meeting of 
the Socialist international, indicated that Peru will reiterate its position 
on payment of its foreign debt. 


He added that the committee also includes Senator Enrique Melgar, Deputy 
Carlos Roca Caceres, Eugenia Ruiz, Hugo Otero and Jose Luis Perez Sanchez 
Cerro. 


Lopez Cano noted that at the plenary session of the congress, APRA [American 
Revolutionary Popular Alliance] will present two specific positions being 
worked on by Deputy Carlos Roca Caceres, who has been asked to get in contact 
with party ideology and political experts. 


Such world figures as former West German chief of state Willy Brandt (current 
president of the Spocialist International), former Venezuelan President Carlos 
Andres Perez and new Swedish Prime Minister Ingvar Carlsson will be in Lima 
for the congress. 
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ST LUCIA 


COMPTON BUDGET OFFERS PROJECTS, NEW JOBS, TAX CHANGES 
Tax Proposals 
Castries THE VOICE in English 26 Mar 86 p 1 


[Text] Prime Minister John Compton yesterday presented a record $232.6 
million job creation budget to Parliament with income tax relief including the 


striking out of some 3,000 people at the bottom end of the scale who will 
cease paying income taxes altogether. 


Compton described the budget as one for job creation but not a giveaway and 
highlighted a number of projects which the Government planned to undertake in 


the coming fiscal year to boost employment. 


He said his government's 
intention was to provide for 
those who were in need rather 
than those who already had 

He noted that there was an 
air of expectancy in respect of 
Government policy on income 
tax and repeated his often- 
stated position that St. Lucians 
were already taxed to the limit 
and when the time was ripe 
some relief would be given 

He added: “With the signs of 
economic recovery in sight, the 
time is now ripe © 

Compton said taxes on 
personal income yielded some 
$27 million annually, and was a 
dwect contribution to the main- 
tenance of the country's 
essential services. But he 
added that if income tax had to 
be removed altogether this 
$27 million must be found from 
other sources to maintain the 
essential services. 

This he said would result in 
taxation on consumption which 
would be inequitable as it would 
place a disproportionate 
burden on the poorer sections 
of the population. who spent a 


high proportion of their basic | 


income on essential items. 
It would also increase their 
cost of living creating demands 
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for higher wages to offset this, 
thus throwing the entire 
economy into an inflationary 
spiral from which the island had 
just come out 

He announced plans to 
simplify the income tax system 
by reducing the number of 
bands from 11 to five He 
explained: “A person in the 
lowest band will pay five per- 
cent of his income and those in 
the upper grade will pay 50 
percent of a certain portion." 


Compton also announced an 
increase in the present tax 
allowance from $2,000 to 
$3,000 per person. It was also 
the intention to raise the thres- 
hold at which taxation began 
from $2,000 to $3,000 and to 
lower the rates at the upper 
end of the scale to permit those 
who had made an enormous 
contribution to the social and 
economic well being of the 


‘country to retain more of their 


income 

“This would mean, that a man 
with a wife and two children 
and whose earning is less than 
$6,000 will pay no income tax 
at all. A person who now pays 
$405 in income tax will have 








that reduced to $75. When 
these measures are enacted, 
and | intend to introduce the 
measures very soon, 3,000 
persons at the lower scale of 
the income tax ladder will pay 
no taxes at all,” the, Prime 
Minister said 


To compensate for the loss 
of revenue, he said, the 
Government would be 
adjusting consumption taxes on 
some luxury goods, without 
touching essential items. 

Compton also said that some 
$6.6 milion in income tax 
arrears was Owed to the State 
and the Government planned to 


follow the example of St. 
Vincent by granting an amnesty 
by waiving payment of intgrest 
on all arrears if settlement wae 
made by June 30. : 

He also announced his 
decision to abolish the with- 
holding tax introduced in 1980 
in so far as it related to taxes on 
dividends on profits on which 
income taxes had already been 
paid, but to retain this tax in 
respect to management fees. 

Compton hailed the perfor- 
mances of the agriculture, 
tourism, manufacturing and 


Project Plans 


constructions sectors during 
the past year, adding that there 
was now a mood of optimism, 
tempered with caution prevail- 
ing in St. Lucia 

He said the need for caution 
was highlighted in his 1985 
budget address when he called 
on public servants to hold off 
demands for inc.eases in pay 
He noted that the cost of the 
administrative service had been 
more than doubled in the last 
five years, from $32 million in 
1280-81 to $88 million during 
the past year 

He said that the Government 
had had to resort to borrowing 
to meet the increased cost of 
the public services. This, he 
said, was at the expense of 
“the things we must do,” like 
building roads and schools. It 
was also at the expense of the 
unemployed. 

Referring to demands for 
backpay by public servants, 
Compton said that St. Lucia 
needed industrial peace so that 
the island's fragile economy 
was not destroyed. He said 
that the Government was pre 
pared to meet with the Unions 
at any time in order to provide 
them with the facts of the 
island's economic situation. 


Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 29 Mar 86 p 20 


[Text ] 


Prime Minister John Compton painted a promising picture of the 


employment prospects of St. Lucia in presenting his Government's 1986-87 
fiscal budget to the House of Assembly, which he described as one of job 


creation rather than handouts to those already employed. 


Mr. Compton outlined a number of projects which he said would generate some 
2,000 new jobs to reduce St. Lucia's rate of unemployment which he estimated 
at between 18 and 20 percent, but said was still "no cause for comfort or 


complacency.” 


According to the Prime 
Minister, the Castries 
waterfront will be a hive 


of activity over the next: 


two years and hundreds 
of St. Lucian tradesmen 
and construction work- 
ers will find employment 
on several projects 
there. 

Detailing some of the 
public works and con- 
struction activity that will 


be in progress, Compton 
said that the budget pro- 
vided an allocation of 
$10 million for the con- 
struction of an office 
complex in the Conway 
area. He said a group of 
local banks had agreed 
to provide a $6 million 
loan for this purpose 
while the remainder 
would be provided by an 
export credit loan from 
Britain. 
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Compton said the National 
Insurance Board which also in. 
tended to build in the same 
area had agreed to work 
together with the Government 
in the construction of the 
complex 

He added that contracts for 


both these buildings had been 
awarded to Kier International 
and total expenditure would be 
around $20 million, adding that 
the contracts would be signed 
next month, so that construc 
tion could begin in May 
Compton said that two 
developments had made the 





proposed activity in the Con- 
way area one of urgency. One 
was the expansion of Govern- 


ment activities resulting in the . 


spread of offices all over the 
city and more than $1 million in 
rent. annually. The other was 
the construction of the Pointe 
Seraphine tourist complex. 

He said that in addition to 
Pointe Seraphine, there was 
the development of Vieux Ville 
Bay and the Trou Garnier area 
adjacent to Pointe Seraphine 
This area, he added, would be 
used as a area for 
g0ods associated with the 
tourist industry, but not of the 
rate of duty to warrant 
accommodation within the duty 
free area. 


in addition, he said, there 
was work in the Coast Guard 
facility adjacent to the Castries 
Yacht Centre, to start later 

He detailed a number of 
other employment generating 
projects to be undertaken 
during the new financial year. 
These included the first phase 
of the West Coast road to 
Soufriere to start next month 
Compton said this phase, from 
the Castries river bridge to La 
Croix Maingot, would be 
financed jointly with Hess to the 
tune of $6 million. 

A $2.4 million feeder road 
programme would be under- 
taken using funds from USAID, 
the Caribbean Development 
Bank and local revenues. in. 
flsheries, Compton said, the 


Optimism on Budget 
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[Text ] 


THE Government’s 1986-87 fiscal bud- 
get presented to Parliament on Tues- 
day is bound to have a positive impact 
on future economic growth of this 
country over the next 12 months. 


Mr. Compton described the budget 
as one designed to create employment, 
and in fact identified a number of pro- 
grammes planned for the next year de- 
signed to stimulate job opportunities 
for which there continues to be crying 
demand. 


On paper the Government’s plans 


_ seem sound and positive. With an un- 


employment level of between 18 and 20 
percent, as claimed by the Prime 
Minister there are still too many St. 
Lucians unemployed and any measure 
that is designed to create jobs is 
welcome at this time. 


On the other hand, the Govern- 
ment plans to grant income tax relief at 
a time when there are clear signs of a 
continually improving economy will be 
commended by large numbers of St. 
Lucians who for so long have suffered 
under a particularly burdensome tax 
system. 
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second phase of the Canadian- 
financed programme would 
start in April, involving the pro- 
vision of facilities at all major 
fishing areas in the island 

Compton said these facilities 
would cost $3.3 million, while 
more modest projects would 
be undertaken in Dennery,. 
Choiseul, Soufriere, Gros Islet, 
Laborie and Castries. 

A $3.2 water programme 
would also be undertaken with 
CDB, British and local funding 
to bring water to several rural 


areas, while Canadian 
engineering consultants were 
already in. St. Lucia to 


commence work on the design 
of the 600 million gallon 
capacity dam planned for the 
Roseau valley 
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budget. 


Especially fortunate are the 2,000 
at the bottom end of the tax roll who 
will receive total relief. : 


It is still too early to evaluate in | 
dollars and cents terms the actual | 
impact of the announced relief 
measures on individual salaries, but 
suffice it to say that all taxpayers 
should begin to enjoy a greater share of 
the sweat from their work. 


The economy itself, while still not | 
fully recovered, continues to improve, 
and this is reflected nearly every 
where. Of course, this does not mean 
that everyone in this country is totally 
happy and satisfied. There are still 
many who do not have enough to 
satisfy themselves and their families. 


The budget also attempts to meet 
the basic needs of several rural com- 
munities in the provision of water and 
electricity, continuing a programme 
that has in recent years received great 
attention from the Government. This 
need to upgrade the standard of living 
of residents in the rural areas is vitally 
important in the efforts of this nation 
towards social justice for all. 


This year promises to be an active | 
one for St. Lucia if all the projects 
announced by the Prime Minister come 
on stream. Mr. Compton has set the 
country of optimism and expectation 
and St. Lucians are looking forward to 
the delivering of the promises of his 

















ST LUCIA 


COMPTON CRITICIZES PUBLIC SERVANTS REQUEST FOR PAY INCREASE 


Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 29 Mar 86 pp 2, 3, 17 


[Text ] PRIME MINISTER John Compton has again criticised requests by 
public servants for salary increases and backpay as uNconscion. 
able demands which if granted, would bring grave consequences 
to the economy. 

But Compton said that his government had not closed the door 
to dialogue with the public service unions and staff associations. 
Saying that he was prepared to meet with them ‘al any time. alone 
or together with representatives of the | O (international Labour 
Organization), the Christian Council or any other appropnate 
Organization” in order to provide the facts of the island s current 
economic situation 

Compton said that these unconscionable demands were being 
made by Only a small group within the public services whose 
political motives were clear 

He added: “Rut let it be clearly understood that 1787 will not 
be a repeat of 1972. The public and the majority of the public 
services have seen through these transparent motives and have 
had enough of their manoeuvrings and will not encourage any 
action which will endanger the country ” 

He said that it was only last October that that Government had 
authorised a $6 million loan to pay Out backpay. bul “now there is 
cry for still more.” 

Compton then went on to give a breakdown of pay increases 
given to public servants in the last five years He said there were 
substantial increases in 1979 which were followed by other hikes 
in 1980, 1282 and 1284 In the last five years between 1980 81 
and 1285/86 the cost of the public service in wages and Salaries 
had-more than doubled from $32 million to $88 milion at a time 
when “countries we rely on for aid are cutting back.’ Compton 
noted 

He pointed out that the money to pay those increases was 
Obtained at the expense of the poor to give people who were 
already provided for. 

Compton also produced figures on the country's deb! and 
debt repayments. He said that in 1980 the Labour Government 

borrowed $2 million from the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and it was only in February this year that the last installment of 
$480,000 was paid off. Between 1982 and 1285 the total public 
debt rose from $86.05 million to $27.14 million which was about 
the exact increase awarded under the last wage negotiations 


“To pay these debts the country must find during this year 
$15.56 million in the interest of repayments with interest alone 
amounting to $10 million,” added the Prime Minister. 


“Let us look at what $10 million can do for the country. It can 
build about 15 miles of good roads, 25 schools for 7,500 children 
Or it can provide water supply to every settlement in St. Lucia. It 
can pul 1,500 men at work for the entire year. Yet this money is 
spent but it does none of these things. It goes to pay interest to the 
banks. All of us must pay," Compton lamented 


The Prime Minister added that in November 1284 the Govern- 
ment's Negotiating Team had recommended increases totalling 20 
per cent for monthly paid workers and 32.5 per cent for daily paid 
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workers which were approved by Cabinet and took effect on 
December 1 of that same year. 


BONANZA 


He added that Cabinet went even further by granting an 
exgratia payment of up to a maximum of $500 to daily paid 
workers who did not benefit from the “bonds bonanza." The cost 
of these payments was $654,000 and the Ministry of Finance had 
been directed 10 make the payments as soon as possible, the 
Prime Minister said. 


But with respect to the monthly paid workers, he added, he 
had given all the facts relating to the financial position of govern- 
ment to the Unions and Associations. He said that he had also in- 
formed them that further demands ‘in the present circumstances 
are completely unconscionable and will be an act of gravest 
irresponsibility for this, or indeed, any Government to yield to such 
demand.” 


Compton continued: “I believe that the public should know that 
the public services of St. Lucia are about the best paid in the entire 
OECS, and better paid than all other public services in the CARI- 
COM region with the exception of the Bahamas, Barbados and 
Trinidad and Tobago. Again the public should know that inflation 
has fallen from 15 per cent in 1982 to 1.5 per cent in 1985 and 
wage and salary increases enjoyed in 1983 are ‘ar in excess and 
more than compensate for the rate of inflation. 

“It is Only in the Government services that one hears the cry 
for backpay practically every year Why should one set of workers 
be treated very differently to the others when we all work in the 
same country and pay our taxes to the same government?” the 
Prime Minister asked 

He called on St Lucians to take heed of what was happening 
around “One by one countries are collapsing We whom the 
calypsonian has reminded that all we have “is sea water and sand” 
must therefore take heed lest the calypsonian also sing for us 
‘Captain the ship is sinking’ These calypsoes will not apply to us 
because we have more than just ‘sea, water and sand.’ We have 
the most valuable ingredient of development. We have good 
leadership and political stability and this gives our people the 
inward strength and determination to push our country ever 
onward to a greater tomorrow,’ Compton stressed 

Noting that some of the public service unions had taken their 
case to the ILO and the St Lucia Christian Council, Compton said: 
“Let it be But let ILO know that if they want to call the tune, they 
must pay the piper Let me see where Christian charity lies, if 
bread is to be taken from the have nots and giver to the haves.” 
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ST LUCIA 


THRONE SPEECH POINTS TO BRIGHT PROSPECTS IN ECONOMY 


Castries THE VOICE in English,26 Mar 86 p 14 


[Text ] 
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GOVERNOR GENERAL Sir Alien Lewis yester- 
day urged St. Lucians towards continuing hard 
work saying that the future, though 
ehalienging, was bright in its prospects and 
filled with opportunity. 

Sir Allen was delivering the traditional 
Speech from the Throne at the opening of a 
new session of the local Parliament. 

in @ review of St. Lucia in the past year he 
said that Parilamentarians could draw some 
measure of satisfaction with the isiand's 

ess. 

“Everywhere, in every aspect of life, 4he 
springtime of hope is again visibie,’’ he said. 

Sir Allen said the Government was firmly of 
the view that a stable political and economic 
environment was an absolute prerequisite of 
economic and social advancement and that 
such an environment could be created and 
maintained by enhanced economic activity. 

To this end, he said, the prime concern of 
the Government wouid continue to be the 
edvancement, rehabilitation and revitalisation 
of the economy. Any impediments jo this 
effort must therefore be removed, he said. 

Sir Alien said that with the passage of the 
Ceribbean Basin initiative, opportunities had 
been created which St. Lucians should gear 
themsetves to grasp. in this regard, he said, 
the Government would continue to pisy an 
active and = stimuiating role. Existing 
regulatory procedures would be harmonised 
and refined to make them more responsive to 
the island's developmental thrust while the 
Civil Service, whose functions were to assist 
in the formulation and execution of Govern- 
ment policies must be reoriented in their train- 
ing, so that they may have @ better under- 
standing of the environment in which they 
worked, and the need to expedite action which 
stiected economic development, so thal all 
would share in the benefits obtained there 
from. 

He said existing incentive legislation 


would be revised, if necessary, so as to make 
St. Lucia an attractive place for investment of 
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both loca! and foreign capital. 

In particular, he said, the Hotel Alds 
Ordinance would be revised to offer the tourist 
industry Incentives on par with those being 
offered to the manufacturing sector. 

He referred to the local drug situation. Said 
Sir Allen: ‘This (the drug) traffic strikes at the 
very heart of our society, as it Is aimed 
primarily at our youth. Many Governments 
over the world have taken severe measures to 
deal with this menace. My Government will 
strengthen existing legislation in this regard 
in an attempt to stamp out this trade. Man- 
datory internment will be provided for the offer 
of narcotics substances to minors, while the 
properties of those merchants of destruction 
will be confiscated if such Ili-gotten gains are 
traceable to trafficking In drugs.”’ 


Sir Allen said the Government would 
cooperate with all regional and international 
organisations to ensure that no haven or 
sanctuary was provided for the participants in 
this illegal trade. 

He said St. Lucia had come a long way since 
independence, adding that although the road 
had been rugged, St. Lucians had performed 
with credit and hed earned for thomselves, the 
respect and admiration of other countries, 
many of which had assisted and guided St. 
Lucia along its way. 

He added: ‘‘The way ahead continues to be 
rough, but the path has been cleared and our 
goal of economic development and advance 
ment is within our reach. To qet there 
demands discipline, restraint and  per- 
severance. it demands sympathy and concern 
for the less fortunate of our society. It 
demands continuing hard work by all. The 
future though challenging is bright in its pro- 
spects, the path, though daunting is filled with 
opportunity."’ 

He noted that St. Lucia had been faced with 
challenges in the past, and St. Lucians had 
risen to the occasion and emerged from these 
challenges a more self-reliant people. 











BANK REPORT REVIEWS ECONOMIC INDEXES FOR 1985 


Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 29 Mar 86 p 3 


ST LUCIA 


[Text] Preliminary production data indicates that the rate of economic growth 
in St. Lucia during the early months of 1985 has slowed largely as a result of 
declines in the production of merchandise exports other than bananas, 


according to the East Caribbean Central Bank (ECCB). 


Production of bananas, however, continued to expand very sharply and this was 


reflected in a considerable increase in export volumes. 


Export volumes of 


bananas expanded by 24% to 56.749 tons and unit price by as much as 15%. 
Tourism, the other major sector earning foreign exchange, expanded very 
sharply perhaps by as much as 10% the ECCB says in an Fconomic and Financial 


review. 


Such output growth 
as occurred in 1985 
was associated with a 
favourable perfor- 
mance in respect of 
domestic prices. The 
rate of inflation as 
measured by the Con- 
sumer Price’ Index 
indicated that  con- 
sumer prices at the end 
of September 1985 had 
increased by a mere 
1% over the level at 
September in the pre- 
vious year, the Bank 
said adding this rate of 
increase was very 
similar to that of the 
comparable period in 
1984. 

‘*This rise in the cost 
of living in 1965 result- 
ed largely from in- 
creases Of 1.6%, 6.6% 
and 2.2% in the prices 
of beverages and 
tobacco, clothing and 


footwear, and furniture 
and household equip- 
ment respectively,’ the 
report said. 

Apart from estimates 
of tourist receipts, data 
relating to invisible 
transactions in the 
balance of paymenis 
was not yet available. 
But the Bank said the 
very preliminary infor- 
mation on trade and on 
tourism indicated that 
the current deficit on 
the balance of pay- 
ments had narrowed in 
1985 as compared with 
1984. The trade deficit 
decreased from 
$126.73m in the first 
nine months of 1984 to 
about $105.61m in the 
same period in 1965. 
This improvement in 
the trade account 
resulted more from a 
reduction in merchan- 
dise imports than from 
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an increase in the value 
of exports. 


As already indicated, per 
formance in the tourist sector 
was quite commendable 
During the first nine months of 
1985, tourist arrivals increased 
by about 8%, following an 
increase Of some 14% in the 
comparahle period of 1984 In 
effect, therefore the 1985 per 
formance reoresented a 
remarkable growth of some 
25% Over the comparaple 
period in 1983 Stay over 
visitors. the category which 
contributed more substantially 
lo foreign exchange earnings 
amounted to some 8°, more 
than during the same period in 
1984 


The report said that during 
the first nine months of 1985 
two significant developments 
emerged The first was an 
increase in deposits of 
17 24% of $46 59m The 
second was a depressed 
demand for credit which grew 
by orly 406% as compared 
with 107% in 1984 As a 
result, there was a sharp 
growth in liquid assets which 
increased to leve's of $64 1m 
This contrasted sharply with 
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light liquidity in St Lucia in 
1982 but which eased con. 
siderably in 1983 and con. 
tinued to improve in 1984 


The increase in liquid assets 
in the review period was size. 
able, amounting to $28 78m 
Of this amount, $8 O7m re. 


presented an increase in 
foreign assets The trend in the 
feserve position of the com- 
mercial banks with the Central 
Bank was similar Central Bank 
assets (deposits und currency) 
mcreased by $11 65m to 
$24 18m The other sagnificant 
hquid asset development was 
an increase in EC dollar 
balances held with other banks 
in the ECCB area which rose by 
$7 58m to $8 73m the 
report said adding thal ths 
general improvement in the 
hquidity position of the com. 
mercial banks was evidenced 
m an wmecrease m the lhquid 
assets rato from one of 13 3°. 
al the end of September 1983 
to one of 20 5°. at the end of 
September 1984 The rato mn 
1985 fell shghtly in proportion. 
ate terms to 19.9°. 


The growth in deposits was 
significantly higher than in the 
last two years Of the increase 
of $46 5%m or 17 24°. in the 
first nine months. private sector 
deposits expanded by 
$34.79m or 16 5% The latter 
growth resulted mainly from 
higher placements by private 
individuals whose deposits with 
commercial banks rose by 
19% in the frst nine months of 
1985 to $187 55m This was 
much faster than increases of 
10% in 1984 and 4°%o in 1983 
Although business firms 
increased ther deposit hold 
ngs by a much smaller 
increment, one of 5% to a total 
of $32 24m. this performance 
was a considerable improve- 
ment over that in the same 
period in 1984 when them 
deposits were reduced by 
10% toa level of $29.56m 
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OPPOSTTION CONTINUES CRITICISM OF GOVERNMENT POLICIES 


SLP on Labor Issues 


Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 5 Apr 86 p l 


[Text ] 


THE St. Lucia Labour Party 
(SLP) is apparently  un- 
impressed with Prime Minister 
John Compton's explanation 
why the country cannot meet 
new demands by public ser- 
vants for more pay 

Neither is the SLP impressed 
with Compton's decision not to 
adjust local fuel prices at a time 
when world prices are falling. 

The party yesterday issued 
public statements on both 
those issues. One called on the 
Government :‘to honour and im- 
plement all aspects of the col- 
lective agreement” with trade 
unions and public service as- 
sociations. 

It said: “It is the SLP’s view 
that the Government is legally 
and morally bound to any and 
all agreements with any body 
or group of parties entered 
into witht good faith, and any 
step to dishonour such agree- 
ments would constitute a 
breach of faith, and a biaiant 
dishonesty which the SLP will 
not allow to go unchallenged.” 


it said it was wrong for the 
Government to rescind, 
revoke, reduce, amend or alter 
the agreement made regarding 
backpay and the date of the im- 
plementation without seeking 
the agreement of the other 
parties. 

Public service unions have 
accused the Government of un- 


laterally changing the date on 
which their last collective 
agreement was to become ef- 
fective. 

The SLP said its opposition to 
the Government's refusal to 
pay the workers came 

against the back- 
ground of the claim by the 
Prime Minister hat the 
economy “is again buoyant and 
that there was a consecutive 
sustenance of a five percent 
growth rate over the past two 
years.” 


It said the unions were justi- 
fied in pressing for what was 
owed them in the light of “signi- 
ficant salary increases of over 
50 percent” recently awarded 
to Members of Parliameni. 

_. The Government is arguing 
that meeting the new demands 
at this time of the unions would 
be an act of irresponsibility on 
the part of this or any other 
Government. Compton said the 
Government would have to re- 
sort to borrowing to settle with 
the workers which would 
disrupt the improving economy. 

The SLP statement called on 
the Government to pay the 
workers from the date originally 
agreed to between the unions 
and the Government's 
negotiating team. 

The opposition par'y adopted 


a similarly hard line in reacting . 


to the Government's decision 
not to lower fuel prices as yet. 
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ST LUCIA 








Hecklers at SLP Rally 
Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 12 Apr 86 p 2 


[Text ] THE St. Lucia Labour Party (SLP) returned to the 
Castries Market Steps this week with a warning 
from leader Julian Hunte that the Party would not 
be frightened away by hecklers. 

Hunte took some time before ending his 
attack on the 1986/87 budget to address the warn- 
ing to a small noisy group of his audience. 


He said that he planned to ‘fight fire with fire’ this election and 
that he wouid not tolerate trouble makers 

Earlier, Opposition leader, Neville Cenac, abruptly stopped his 
speech to complain of crowd disturbance and called on police to 
control the handful of hecklers 

Cenac’s address was directed against what he called unfair 
reporting by the CRUSADER newspaper, in particular, of his 
activities in the House of Assembly but it was Hunte who sharply 
criticised government policy calling Prime Minister, Jonn Compton 
and his Ministers “abject failures.”’ 

“The record is that since the UWP has been in office we have 
lost over 2,000 jobs in the industrial sector. Mayfair has 
closed..all the equipment that was at Mayfair has now left our 
shores. Marstan Mills closed. The so-called free zone at Vieux Fort 
is not working because merchants claim that they find difficulty in 
getting Customs officers to clear the goods .,” Hunte told the 
meeting 


The Party Leader referred to Club Mediterranean Hotel in 
Vieux Fort as ‘a law unto itself” saying that the only things that the 
Prime Minister had not given it was the sea and sand around the 
Hotel 

Said Hunte: ‘Only 10 per cent of the people working at Club 
Med. are St. Lucians and they are paying foreign workers about 
five times as much as they are paying the St. Lucians. This is what 
is happening right here under your nose.” 

He added that there were over 200 people from Martinique 
and Guadeloupe working at the Hotel which meant that St. Lucians 
who had been trained by the former Halcyon Days Hotel over the 
last 10 years now had to seek alternative employment. “Where in 
the world can you go and get this kind of treatment except in St 
Lucia?” Hunte asked 

“Club Med. It is such a law unto itself,” Hunte said, “that it will 
not purchase fruit and veaetables from local people. They do not 
have any guaranteed market here. as far as they are concerned 
whatever they need they will get it from outside.” 

Hunte told the meeting that talk of the Sulphur Springs 
generating geothermal energy by 1°88 was nothing but an 
election ploy 


He said: “There is no indication as yet that this energy is 
available in commercial quantities. This business of 1988 is an 
election ploy because there is nothing to indicate that there is 
geothermal energy at the Sulphur Springs in sufficient quantities 
until these people have completed drilling operations So what 
they are going to do is to employ about 200 people down there 
and make it appear that there is some big thing taking place...” 

The Party Leader also had some advice for the Prime Minister 
on the preparation and purpose of a budget: “The purpose of a 
budget is for government to develop a strategy to achieve goals in 
line with government policy and a budget in St. Lucia at this point in 
time should have concentrated on... the question of meaningful 
economic growth in all the sectors. the unemployment quesjion 
which is currently running at 30 per cent on average, but 40 per 
cent among the young people...and the diversification of the 
economy.” 

According to Hunte: ‘The government of St. Lucia does not 
have the political will that is required to deal with matters which are 
of a fundamental nature to the recovery of the country 
economically and socially And it is about time, and | hope that 
when that time comes you will do what is necessary to have the St 
Lucia Labour Party replace the John Compton administration.” 
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ST LUCIA 


PAPER CREDITS UWP WITH BETTERMENT OF NATION'S ECONOMY 


Casteries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 5 Apr 86 p 2 


[Editorial] 


WHEN the United Workers Party 
launched Its campaign for a return to 
the seat of power four years ago, it did 
so on the basis that it was capable of 
restoring the St. Lucia economy that 
had taken a beating from the 
disastrous three years of rule by the St. 
Lucia Labour Party, at a time of a 
serious International recession. 

Before the 1982 elections we ex- 
pressed the view, in an editorial, that 
the restoration of the principal sectors 
of the economy and the creation of jobs 
for St. Lucians should be the first 
priorities of the new government, and 
we advised St. Lucians that the task of 
rebuilding their country would be no 
picnic. 

Our words then were: ‘‘No country 
makes up for three years of decline 
merely by electing a new government 
or by having an experienced leader 
whose abilities have been put through 
the mill.”’ 

In the last four years of UWP rule, 
we have watched the economic 
fortunes of this country slowly improv- 
ing. We have seen the possibilities and 
the opportunities increasing, again 
slowly. And we have watched the main 
pillars of the economy surging ahead. 

Above all, there has been every 
indication that the Government has so 
far done more than a reasonable job in 
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managing the country’s economy. It’s 
performance has not been 100 percent, 
but it has shown very clearly that it is 
capable of fulfilling its 1982 boast of 
turning the economy around. 

Under the SLP we registered 
negative economic growth, now we are 
talking of a 5.8 percent growth in 1985. 
There was a time when local critics 
argued that such figures meant 
nothing if they were not reflected in the 
pockets of the ordinary man and 
woman. But in the world of internation- 
al finance such figures matter, re- 
presenting as they do, a yardstick by 
which to measure the economic per- 
formance of a country. 

Elsewhere, we have seen the 
Government pay off a huge pile of 
debts, including settlement in full of 
nine million dollars that was owed to 
the IMF. The Eastern Caribbean Central 
Bank reports that during the first nine 
months of 1985 there was a sharp in- 
crease in the liquidity position of !ocal 
commercial banks in contrast to the 
situation in 1982, while bank deposits 
also rose significantly. 


Put these factors alongside the increasing 
confidence investors continue to show in St. 
Lucila and the improved spending power of St. 
Lucians at this time, and it ci anot be denied 
that our position today is far better than it has 
ever been since the start of the present decade. 

But as we said last week, this does not 
mean that all is well. It does not mean that 
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poverty has been wiped out, that all our people 
are at work. We still have a growing budget 
deficit to keep under control and we need to 
increase our productivity especially of the 
things we make for export, to boost our foreign 
exchange earnings and cut our trade deficit. 

St. Lucia Is today economically active, not- 
withstanding its problems, and if the Govern- 
ment is not directly responsible, as some would 
argue, for bringing this about, then the least we 
can do Is to acknowledge the fact that under its 
guidance the fortunes of our country have 
become much better and are now more pro- 
mising. 

Either way, Mr. Compton and his team must 
be given some of the credit for the improved 
state of things in the country today, and must 
be considered to have, at least for the time 
being, effected the economic turnaround that 
they promised us four years ago, or have set the 
course to achieve this goal. 
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ST LUCIA 


ATTORNEY GENERAL ALLUDES TO 'CROOKED' CUSTOMS OFFICERS 


Castries THE WEEKEND VOICE in English 5 Apr 86 p 4 


[Excerpt] Attorney General Mr. Lennard Riviere (UWP-Soufriere) has said that 


there were certain “crooked Customs officers” in league with certain merchants 
to deprive the Treasury of duties on imported goods. 


Speaking during the 
budget debate, Mr. Riviere 
said he did not think all was 


being done to make those 
who owed taxes pay up. He 
had no doubt that there were 
many businessmen who were 
not paying their fair share of 
income tax. 

“They are not doing it 
unilaterally or by themselves. 
That's not possibie™it has to 
be done in collaboration with 
the very people who are 
entrusted with collecting 
taxes on behalf of the 
country. We lust have to 
make sure that the machinery 
which is put in place is 
effective and if it is not 
effective, then devise ways 
and means to make it 
6ffective,’’ he told the House 
adding: 

‘The same thing happened 
at the Customs. We all know 
that there are some crooked 
customs officers in cahoots 
with certain forces here to 
deprive this country of import 
duties for the sake of getting 
a few T-shirts or TV sets or a 
ham, and it Is, these very 
same people who will be the 
first to go on the streets and 
demonstrate to get more 
backpay.’’ 





/13104 
CSO: 3298/44] 


85 








ST LUCIA 


CARIBBEAN NATIONAL MOVEMENT ASSESSED, HAILED 
Castries CRUSADER in English 19 Apr 86 p 7 


[Text] Last week Dominican Opposition Parlia- progressive one, which could only 


mentarian Rosie Douglas during a brief 
visit to St. Lucia, renewed a previous call 
for “ONE CARIBBEAN”. 


Nr. Douglas who wes at the time 
addressing a mass public meeting on the 
Castries Market Steps, noted that the 
need for a unified Caribbean was crucial 
to the écononic development of the 
psonie of the region. He cited the fact 
that the deteriorating econoric situation 
in the region demanded such a unifica- 
tion. The Dorinican Paerliaronterien 
noted that trade within the Caricom had 
reduced considerably over tho last five 
years. “Exports to the United Stetes 
since the C.Bil. had also reduced to 2 
percent’, said Mr. Douglas. 

Following Mr. Douglas’ contribution 
Leader of the Progresive Labour Party 
Geor ge Odlurn announced that a group of 
Caribbean pregressives forming the 
nucious of tha Caribbean National 
Movernent (C.N.M.) had issued the call 
for “ONE CARIBBEAN NATION”. 


A press release issued by the g cup after 
a Barbados meeting last week noted that, 
“The Caribbean National Movement is 
committed to working towerds the 
achievorrent of the realisation of one 
Caribbean Nation: , encormpessing al! the 
territories of the Caribbean including the 
English, Dutch, French and Spanish 
speaking areas”. 


This cadunmn salutes this move as a 
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redound to the benefit of the Caribbean 
pecole. 


The political and econuric situation as it 
exists today in the Caribbeon is 
frightening and overwhelming sustained 
by an acute division. Caribbean leaders 
are unable to pull their economic 
resources together in the intorest of the 
broad-masses of the pecple. While on 
the politica! front, ideology is the bone of 
contention. 


During the last couple of years elmest 
every Caribdsan country hos adopted its 
om proectioniet trading mrasures. 

Theee-reasus e3 have resulted in increas. 
edtension in Coricom Soesidnget ths 
sixth Confor ence of Heads cf Govor nest 
at Sem Lord's Custie Barbados in lily 
1885. Prime Ministor Bernard St. hn of 
Barbados highlighted the explosive trans 
situation within Caricom when ho said. 
“This moeting comes exactly on tire 
Twolth Anniversay of the Signing of the 
Treaty of Chagueranmns: it also comes nt 
8 time when the econoitic problems 
besetting the region are reaching ti 
point of genuine crisis. Vva must bo 
under no itlusions. We are in govs 
danger. The spectre befcra us in tino 
region is that of the ccllupse of tho 
economic foundations of the integatiun 
moverrent...After the traurm of our 
failed Federation we have all recognised 
that trade is and must be the foundation 
of Caricom..Yet it is precisely in this 











Perea that Caricom continues to be 
plagued by its most vexing problems... 
“No many, no trade’ would just about 
describe one of the major problems we 
face today in Cariconmy’. Each speaker at 
that conferenc. spoke of the trading 
problems exis | within Caricom 


Tho collar = of the West Indies Feder a- 
ticn and now the apparent collapse of 
trade within Caricom have awakened 
Caribbean progressives to the fact that 
somes mechanism must be found to unify 
the Caribbaan peapie. 


itis cloar that it is not in the geo-political 
interest cf U.S linperalismto bringunity 
to Caribbean pocrio. The very system of 
capitalism breeds division and disunity. 
The concopt of capitalism is that some 
must have more than others, so that 
they will be able to make handouts to 
cthers. It is this system which causes 
roan to exolcat his fellowmen in order to 
acquire waalth. So while some are 
Starving dying and wallowing in misery 
and ebjoct poverty, a few others are 
living exhort bitant life styles 


YWattor Rodney in his beak “Hew Eur ape 
inc -<caveloped Africa’, states, “In a 
vay undordovalcoment is a paradax. 
r‘yny parts of the world that are 
ryturally rich ere exctually poor and 
ports that are mot so well off in waalth of 
soi! and subsoil are eiyoying the 
highest standards of living’. 


Tho capitalists usueliy try to explain this 
prradax by making it appear that this is 
situation. Cansequently 
thoy take the lend, the ail, the minerals 
and they ¢va us the Bible. Then they use 
ths Dible to justly their exploitation, and 
like idiots we allow ourselves to be 
oxplated, hoping that Jbsus Christ will 
one cay give us 2 place in the NEW 
ENUSALEM.” 


a “God gve.. 
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Ths United Sta‘cs, tha world’s biggest 
rapitalicst poxe: ensures that the 
resources Of thase isiencs are kept in 
private hands. Although the flags of 
celcnialism are no more on our shores, 
foreign o-nmership of cur resources 
remains & dominant feeturs, suciing the 
bicod of aw pseplo. 


Our aitainnent of Independence aix 
years agcis thersfore meaningless, until 
we can cant ol aur Bailes, our Industrics, 
wr insurance conpenies, our Nows 
papers, the nmens of transportation and 
the land. 


Tho Invasicn of tiny Grenada by the 
World's once richest nation was precise 
ly to ensure that the people of Grenada 
do not contr ol their means of production, 
The level of economic independence 
which was beginning to manifest itss!f in 
Grenada under Bishop was too much for 
a developing Caribbean nation. It had to 
be destroyed for fear that others would 
follow. Besides Bishop's firm position 
that the Caribbean be duciared a “Zone 
at Peace was too much for the cowboy in 
the White House to stormach. He had to 
put an end, this he attempted in October 
1983. Jbhn Compton, Eugenia Charles and 
Edwaer«! Seaga are all stooges of US 
Imperialism They are the ones who 
compromised the soversignty of this 
regon. They are the ones whw have 
bought us, not integ ation but disintegra- 
tion. They are the ones who have eurned 
us increased unemployrrent, massive 
lay-offs, misery, poverty and hardship in 
the region. They are the ones who have 
handed us, bound hands and feet, in the 
lap of U.S Imperialism It is they who 
are hindering the ultimate unification of 
the people of the region. 


The call for ONE CARIBBEAN is not for 
stooges, but Nationalists. 


Long Live the CARIBBEAN NATIONAL 
MOVEMENT! 








TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


TEXT OF ROBINSON SPEECH ON NAR ECONOMIC, OTHER PROGRAMS 
Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in Engish 4 May 86 pp 13, 36 


[Text] A.N.R. Robinson, political leader of the National Alliance for 
Reconstruction (NAR), has said that personal income tax allowance must be 
increased substanially to about $12,000 in view of current inflation in the 
economy, and to serve as an incentive to productivity. 


Robinson made the suggestion on Wednesday as he outlined the NAR's programme 
of economic recovery and reconstruction for the country at the Trinidad and 
Tobago Chamber of Industry and Commerce luncheon. 


Robinson gave a perceptive analysis of the current economic situation facing 
Trinidad and Tobago and in his wide-ranging address presented programmes for 
both economic and political reform. 


Standing Ovation 


His speech, presented in simple but clear-cut terms, was interspered with loud 
cheering from the capacity crowd attending the luncheon and concluded with a 
standing ovation. 


Here is the text of his speech: 


Once again, I must through you, Mr. President, thank the Trinidad and Tobago 
Chamber of Industry and Commerce, firstly for your kind hospitality and, 
secondly, for the privilege of addressing you. I am especially grateful to 
you for the presence of my wife, who I feel sure, would like to be associated 
with this acknowledgment. In these days, however, of the changing legislative 
relationship between husband and wife, I must be careful to add, for my own 
protection, that she must not necessarily be associated with the other 
sentiments I may henceforth express. 


Since I had the honour of speaking to you some months ago - last July, to be 
exact - on the politics of transformation, my own position in particular and 
opposition politics in general have been transformerd. Out of several 
political parties one has now emerged with one platform, one symbol and one 
political leader. 
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This transformation has been long in the making and now that it has occurred, 
those who genuinely have the nation's welfare at heart must surely welcome 
this significant step towards the strengthening of our democracy and the 
promotion of the unity and stability of our nation. 


Today, therefore, I speak to you from = platform of democracy, of national 
unity and of stability. It is the platform of the party which I have the 
honour to lead and I am confident that this platform will soon be the 
foundation of national policy. 


Responsibility and Accountability 


From our two and a half decades of experience as an independent nation, we 
have now learnt - you may add the hard way - that the proper fuactioning of 
the democratic system demands firstly assignment and acceptance of 
responsibilty. We cannot be all responsible for everything at the same time 
and expect the system to function. Consequently we allocate responsibilities 
in our public business, indeed as we do in our private affairs. 


The principle of responsbiblity is so essential and fundamental that we seek 
to inculcate it even in our childrn at home and at school. 


Responsibility 


At the level of the Cabinet, Ministers are allocated their several portfolios. 
Under the Westminster system on which we are patterned, the principle of 
ministerial responsibility fixes a Minister with responsibility on matters of 
public business within his portfolio. So we have an Attorney General and 
Minister of Legal Affairs; a Minister of Local Government and Community 
Development; a Minister of Health; a Minister of Finance and Development and 
so on. 


For their various subjects assigned to them by the President on the advice of 
the Prime Minister and in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution, 
all of these Ministers are responsible. However, experience has also shown 
that responsibility can only be meaningful if there is also accountability. 
That is to say, a person who has responsibilites must also be made to answer 
for the manner in which he or she discharges those responsibilities. 


Failure to answer satisfactorily in matters of sufficient importance or 
failure to observe minimum standards of conduct in public life should result 
in the vacation of office if the Westminster system is to function 
effectively. 


Take, for example, the establishment of an Integrity Commission. Section 138 
(1) Chapter 10 of the Constitution is clear and precise. 


"There shall be an Integrity Commission... 


Section 138(2) provides 








"The Commission shall be charged with the duty of: 


"(a) receiving from time to time declarations in writing of the assets, 
liabilities and incomes of members of the House of Representatives, Ministers 
of Government, Parliamentary Secretzries, Permanent Secretaries and Chief 
Technical Officers.” 


Very Clear 


The provisions rela =; to the Commission are very clear and very simple ones 
and it certianly shou.i not take longer than three weeks for any competent 
draughtsman to produce a suitable draft for consideration by the Cabinet. 


Yet this simple provision has been in our Constitution for ten years, not 
upheld nor respected, not implemented, while the country is rocked by 
corruption scandals. 


For our system of government to function effectively, the question must be 
asked: Who is responsible? The answer is: The whole crew, of course. 
However, it is the captain who must accept the prime responsibility. 


We are not dealing here with a trivial matter. It is one of such importance 
that the constitutional provisions are entrenched. So entrenched are they 
that to remove them you will require a three-fourths majority in the House of 
Representatives and a two-thirds majority in the Senate. 


Every Minister of Government including the Prime Minister takes the following 
oath of office at the commencement of his term: 

", « « I will bear true faith and allegiance to Trinidad and Tobago and to the 
best of my ability preseve and defend the Constitution and the law...” 


The oath of office, therefore, sets out the fundamental obligation of a Prime 
Minister and his Cabinet to defend the Consititution. 


In a democratic system of government, if a government seeks amendments to the 
Constitution but cannot obtain the necessary majority in Parliament, it has a 
duty to return to the electorate for the necessary majority. It cannot be 
permitted to flout the laws and tear up the Constitution which it had sworn to 
defend. 


For the democratic system to function in any meaningful fashion, or with any 
degree of integrity or efficiency, the national community must demand that 
those who violate their oath of office and disrespect the Constitution should 
be made peacefully to vacate their offices. 


I need only give this simple example of integrity legislation to show how, in 
the absence of an alert population, democratic systems and constitutional 
government can be subverted. There is a common law offence called “breach of 
statutory duty.” Perhaps it should now be extended and made a statutory 
offence. 

















Serious 


Take one other recent example - that of the famous Report of the Commission on 
Drugs. An unidentified person or persons thought the revelations in the 
report were sufficiently serious to warrant the appointment of special counsel 
to deal with the report. But we do not know who took that decision. We are 
told the "Government" but not the Attorney General who is an essential part of 
the Government under the Constitution. 


In fact we cannot yet obtain a straightforward factual account even on the 
journey of that report - into the hands of Mr. Desmond Allum, the special 
counsel. When, for example, was the report delivered to the President? When 
did the President transmit it to the Prime Minister as he is constitutionally 
required to do? When did the Prime Minsiter receive it Did he read it? We 
have heard from the Attorney General, the Minsiter responsible for legal 
affairs, that he himself has not read the report and is unaware of its 
contents. 


Who then, apart from the Commission, is aware of the report's contents? We 
may presume, of course, that both the President and the Prime Minister are 
aware of its contents. But this would be only presumption. The President may 
not have read it, nor the Prime Minister. We have been told by the newspapers 
that Ministers of Government have been fingered in the report. This 
allegation has not been denied by any member of the Government. 


We are told that Mr. Desmond Allum, barrister-at-law, has a copy of the 
repo. :. What are the terms and conditions of Mr. Allum's appointment? If Mr. 
Allum finds that Ministers of Government and other persons in public life are 
implicated in a serious manner but there is insufficient evidence to convict 
them of crime in a court of law, wrt is he to do? 


One would expect that in a properly functioning democratic system, the 
population's right to know the answers to these questions would be 
scrupulously respected. But the matter goes even further. Are persons now 
free, in an electioneering atmosphere, to make or instigate scandalous 
allegations against the character of citizens of this country while the true 
contents of the report are concealed until after the general election? 

How can the Attorney General defend referral of the report to private counsel 
and the expenditure of public funds for the purpsoe when he does not know what 
the report contains? Why does the captain remain silent on matters on which 
he alone can speak? 


What are the results of his own investigation into the City Hall affair which 
led to demands for the resignation of the Mayor of Port-of-Spain and two 
Ministers of Government? How can a Minister of Government be wounded in a 
shooting incident and not a word said while he continues in office as though 
nothing has ever happended? 
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I mention these matters in order to demonstrate and emphaise the need for a 
comprehensive review of our political system in order to entrench principles 
of responsibility and accountability and to promote higher standards of 
conduct in our public life. 


Here experience has shown that it is not enough merely to promise virtue such 
as putting wrongs right. There must be legal and institutional changes in our 
system of government. These changes must start at the top where standards are 
set and must be effective to promote responsibility and accountablity for the 


conduct of public business. 


prejudicial to the proper 
discharge of their dutics, 
and since it appears thai 
for political reasons 
Prime Ministers :cannot 
or will not relieve them 


of their duties, the In- - 


anrty Commission 
must also have the pow- 
er to review the conduct 
of a Minister and to 
make recommendations 
to the Prime Minister. If 
the Integrity Commis- 
sion finds the matter 
sufficiently grave and 
the Prime Minister: will 
not act, it should have 
the power to publish its 
findings -and recom- 
mendations concerning 
the Minister. 


Parliament 


The second level that 
must be addressed is 
that of Parliament. 

At present, a printed 
copy of parliamentary 
proceedings known as 
Hansard cannot be ob- 
tained until after five 
years from the date of 
the proceedings. The new 
government must move 
rapidly to reduce this 
time lag in publication 
to a minimum period of 
three months and, ideal- 
ly, seven days. 

The committee  sys- 
tem in Parliament must 
be cntrenched and com- 
mittees given authority 
and, where appropriate, 
as with the Public Ac« 
counts Committee and 
Public Accounts State 
kenterprises Committee, 
must have the necessary 
research and technical 
staff and investigative 
powers. 


Ombudsman 
The office of the Om- 


budsman must be 
strengthened and given 


“tceth" so that citizens’ 
greivances against de- 
partment of state and 
public bodies generally 
can be more expeditious- 
lv dealt with. A special 
tribunal must also be sect 


up to deal with bureau-. 


cratic abuses. 


The Public Service 


Next must be the 
Public Service. There 
must be radical changes 
in the outlook and organ- 
isation of the Public Ser- 
vice. My own experience 
as Minister of Finance, 
Minister of External Af- 
fairs and later as Chair- 
man of the ‘Tobago House 
of - Assembly convinces 
me that this is possible. 

As demoralised and dis- 
oriented as the Public 
Service may now be, 
Trinidad and Tobago is 
still endowed with some 
of the best trained and 
some of the most dedi- 
cated public servants in 
the Caribbean. | 

The first uirement 
is that the hand of party 
— must be lifted 
rom the Public Service. 
The second requirement 
is -that public servants 
must be efficiency and 

roductivity oriented. 

ey must retrained 
to adopt a_ problem- 
solving and thoughtful 
approach rather than 
slavish adherence to 
antiquated systems, 
rules and regulations. 

Part of the new Wil- 
liams building can be 
used in conjunction with 
the University of the 
West Indics as a high- 

wered training centre 
in management tech- 
niques for the Public Ser- 
vice and the private scc- 
tor. Williams, as Sir Phil- 
lip Sherlock reminded us, 
was a good historian and 
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a good teacher. He was 
terrible at finance. And 
even his successor's fig- 
urcs are always wrong. 
It must also be serious- 
ly considered whether 
one of the twin towers 
should not be rented to 
private enterprise in or- 
der to pay for the main- 
tenance of the other. 


Local Government 


Another area for 
drastic reform is local 
government. 

Over-centralisation of 
the Government in Port- 
of-Spain has led to re- 
motencss from the popu- 
lation, insensitivity and 
negicct of the outlying 
ureas. 

It is pitiful to hear of 
the frustrations experi- 
enced by citizens all over 
the country regarding 
the simple matters that 
take years to be attend- 
ed to or afte not attended 
to at all. 

The experience of the 
Tobago House of Assem- 
bly and some of the local 
government bodics has 
shown how pride in com- 
munity and local ener- 
gies can be utilised to. 
achieve rapid transfor- 
mation in living condi- 
tions throughout the 
country. A healthy spirit 
of competition should be 
introduced at the local 
kovernment level to 
Stimulate interest and 
perticipation in commu 
nity improvement. — 

The system of national 
awards must be re- 
viewed to pay adequate 
recognition to achieve- 
ment, innovation, 
creativity and effort 
beyond the mere line of 
duty at all levels of the 
society. | 

I must emphasise that 
the proposals | have out- 
lined must be imple- 














mented by training, ‘re- 
training, and re- 
deployment of personnel 
as well as reorganisation 
of departments without 
any overall increase in 
costs. For this purpose 
steps will need to be ta- 
ken to facilitate the re- 
tirement of those who 
cannot adjust to the new 
dynamism _ required in 
the Public Service. 

I shall, Mr. President, 
take the liberty of re- 
ferring to this matter of 
the Public Service again 
when I deal with certain 
aspects of our long-term 
reconstruction prog- 
ramme. - 

In a paper - entitled 
“The Caribbean State 
and its Role in Economic 
Management,"’ Dr. 
Trevor Farrell has ar- 
gued that nearly all Eng- 
lish-speaking countries of 
the Caribbean ‘have 
failed in their economic 
management. Barbados 
is the sole exception. 


Windfall Earnings 


Between 1974 and 1978 
the Jamaican economy 
contracted by 14.8 per 
cent. Guyana's per- 
formance has been dis- 
mal. From a per capita 
income figure only 
slightly below that of 
Barbados in 1960, by 
1982 Guyana had a per 
capita income just ab- 
out one-tenth that of 
Barbados. Between 
1972 and 1982, Barbados, 
without any petroleum 
windfall earnings, actu- 
ally narrowed the gap 
with Trinidad and To- 
bago, despite this coun- 
try's phenomenal in- 
— in income from 
oil. 

A glance at relative 
inflation rates will be 
particularly revealing 
since we have been re- 
peatedly told by official 
spokesmen that infla- 
tion has been external- 
iy fuelled in Trinidad 
and Tobago: 


Says Dr. Farrell: 
‘three things: are 
clear. One is that we 
have failed. The second 
is that it is our deci- 
sions at governmental 
level that are primarily 
to blame. The third is 
that our failure, is ,in 
the final afialysis ’ our 
responsibilitv... 





“To blame every- 
ne _ imaginable « for 
our failures and exoner- 
ate ourselves after two 
decades ‘and more of 
‘independence’ is silly.’’ 

I could not agree 

more with Dr. Farrell. 
It is .both silly and ir- 
responsible,. At the be- 
ginning of the 1970s, 
Jamaica's output per 
head of population ex- 
ceeded that of Bar- 
bados by nearly ten per 
cent. By 1984, output 
per head in Barbados 
was already three 
times that of Jamaica. 
_ When we achieved 
independence we were 
sixth in the hemisphere 
in output per. head, ex- 
ceeded by the United 
States, Canada, 
Venezucla,. Puerto Rico 
and Argentina. By 1982, 
the oil windfall promot- 
ed us to No. 3 in the 
hemisphere only after 
the United States and 
Canada. 


Five Times 


We were higher than 
all the countries of 
Southern Europe: ab- 
out twice tuat of 
Yugoslavia; more than 
25 per cent above Italy; 
more than twice that 
of Greece; more than 60 

er cent above Spain. 

e were almost five 
times that of Israel. 

You, Mr. President, [| 
understand, were incor- 


porated into the recent 


pilerimese to the Far 
ast in search of 
foreign capital. Per 


‘capita output of 


Trinidad and Tobago 
was $5,248 US in 1982. 
Now compare 
Trinidad and ‘Tobago, 
its high-powered dele- 
— travelling cap in 
land to the newly in- 
dustrialised countries 
(NICs), also called the 
‘little dragons’’ of 
South East Asia with 
Hong Kong,, South 
Korea, Singapore, 
Taiwan and Malaysia. 
Trinidad and Tobago 
in 1982 exceeded the per 
capita output of Hong 
Kong by over ten per 
cent showed over four 
times. that of South 
Korea ($1,332), nearly 
four times that of 
Malaysia ($1,557), more 
than’ two and a half 
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times that of Taiwan 
($2,213), roughly equall- 
ed that of Singapore 
($5,368), multiplied 
more than 20 times 
that of China and ap- 
proached 25. times that 
of India. 

I have already point- 
ed out in a previous 
address how in every 
single year from 1977 
Government revenues 
were over ten times as 
much as in the whole 
decade ‘from 1963 to. 
1973. I have also previ- 
ously pointed out the 


disaster that befell us 
every clection year (¢x- 
cept 1966) and particu- 
larly in clection year 
1981 which accounted 
for a revenue expendi- 
ture increase in 1982 100 
er cent above 1980, or 
rom three billion dol- 
lars to six billion dol- 
lars. 

That three billion dol- 
lar increase in recur- 
rent expenditure aris- 
ing from decisions made 
in an election year was 
more damaging than 
any hurricane that has 
ravaged the Caribbean 
in the past 30 years. 
Minister Padmore has 
called it ‘‘sound finan- 
cial management.” 
Parhamentary Secre- 
tary, John Scott, in a 
rare moment of illumi- 
nation, has —_ de- 
scribed such financial 

Firstly, there con- 
tinues to be a conspicu- 
ous absence of long- 
term planning. Export 
manufacture we are 
told is the answer. But 
this sector at prescut 
only accounts for three 
per cent of our export 
earnings. The Govern- 
ment has at last begun 
to recognise the poten- 
tial of the tourism sec- 
tor. But tourism ex- 
pansion requires a 
planned and coor- 
dinated approach §ac- 
companicd by a_ suit- 
able education prog- 
ramime. None of the 
pre-requisites for long- 
term success in the 
tourism industry ap- 
pears 0 be even under- 
stood, let alone put in- 
to place, by the tour- 
ism Minister and the 
tourist agencies. 

It does not require a 
prophet of doom and 
gloom to see clearly 
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that through the = ob-. 


session of our rulers 
with the maintenance 
of power, we are on a 
collision course with 
disaster ‘in yct another 
election year. 


- The way forward de-’ 


pends very: much not 
only on where we are 


coming from, but. also 
on where we find our-: 


selves on decision day 
and our understanding’ 
of how we got there. 

' With the details,-- 1. 
am sure,’ you areéal-! 
ready familiar: we all 
know that the tapering 
off of the oil boom, fi-, 
nancia! extravagance 
and the lack of success 
in really diversifying 
the economy have Ieft 
us very vulnerable; so 
vulnerable that the 
subsequent shcck of 


management .. ase 


**madness."’ 


Devastated i 


Are the current 
policies any better in 
another clection year? 
The answer is a re- 
sounding no. : 
rapidly falling oi! prices 
has devastated our 
foreign reserves and 
created a crisis in the 
fiscal operations of the 
central governinent. 

Since the “boun: of 
the late seventies was 
fuciled by Government 
budget surpluses and 
access to abundant 
forcign reserves, the 
private sector has also 
come under the “ham- 
mer" of reduced cash 
and “~ « exchange 
flows; and sales, pro- 
fils, employment and 
new investment have 
been squeczed. The con- 
Struction industry has 
been decimated. 

At this point, after. 
four years of. deficit, 
the Treasury finds it- 
self increasingly depen- 
dent on: (1) foreign bor- 
rowing — estimated to 
be 75 per cent of our 
total debt at the end of 


1985; (ii) short-term 
borrowin — -the 
amount of T. bills out- 
standing has more than 
doubled sincé 1982; and 
(iii) with what appears 
to be severely eroded 
(if not: negative) cash 
balances. In three of 
the past four years the 
annual reduction in 
cash balances was ab- 


out one billion dollars. 


Lia, 
Very Tight: 

The impact of these 
events on the private 
sector has been! very 
tight liquidity in the 
financial system, gross 
reduction in sales, re- 
trenchment in employ- 
ment, idle capacity and 
an increasing rate of 
business failures. 

How does all this help 
us determine the way 
forward? First, we 


‘must recognise that 


the Government's role 
as the engine of growth 
will be greatly reduced, 
notwithstanding its. in- 
creased control in the 
etroleum industry. 
he private sector will 
no longer be able to —y 
on Government spend- 
ing to fuel investment 
nor on Government 
transfers to ‘sustain de- 
mand. Indeed, the ri- 
vate sector will find it- 
self -competing . with 
Government for scarce 
financial resources. 
Second, there will be 


‘no let-up_ in the pres- 


serves unless & miracle 
similar in effect to the 
1973 “oil shock" occurs. 
This is so for three rea- 
sons: . 

(1) Though much has 
been made of a favour- 
able balance of visible 
trade in. 1984 and 1985, 
the fact is that this 
was due to substantial 
falls in the value of im- 
ports’ rather. than to 
any increase’ in the 
value of our exports. In 
fact, it is becoming in- 
creasingly clear that 


sure on the Kine re- 
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the iiems which we pro- 
duce for international 
markets and which, by 
far, are our major ear- 
ners of forgiga ex- 
change, are ‘very vul- 
nerable. D 


Earnings Fell 


Take, for example, 
the domestic fertilizer 
industry where, despite 
gross increases in 
volume, earnings fell 
substantially in) the 
course of 1985 becuuse 
of soft world prices. 

Moreover, the pros- 
rect of expanding: ex- 
isting non-oil exports 
to.a pomt where they 
are sufficient to com- 
pensate for falling pe- 
troleum prices is re- 
mote. 

(2) The second factor 
contributing to a= con- 
tinuing shortage of 
forcign exchanye is the 
recent rapid increase in 
the foreign debt and 
the nature ‘of that 
debt: More than two- 
thirds of the total pub. 
lic debt of Trinidad and 
Tobago outstanding at 
the end of 1985 was 
owed to forcigners and 
due to be repaid within 
three. to ten years. 
Further, the cost of 
servicing that debt in- 
creased by S50 per cent 
on devaluation day 
98S. 

(3) To this must be 
added the prospect of 
an on-going and increas: 
ing annual public sector 
borrowing requirement 
based on (i) a forecast 
of continuing decline in 
pil revenucs (govern. 
ment receipts trom the 
oil sector fell 35 per 
cent in four years, from 
62 per cent of total cur- 
rent revenue in 1981 to 
about 39 per cent in 
1985) and also (it) on 
the short-term rigidi- 
ty in expenditure which 
includes such fixed com- 
mitments as salaries, 
interest, and a 
minimum of cupplies as 





well as ineeting loan re- 
payment schedules, — 

While there may be 
some shilt to local bor- 
rowing, there will be, if 
present trends con- 
tinue, an increased 
necd for Government 
to borrow. externally. 
This will be an added 
burden to be borne by 
the foreign earnings 
and such borrowing can 
expand even, to the 
pot where ae debt is 
incurred purely to 
satisfy the financin 
requirement of the old. 
1 have already warned 
that ‘Trinidad and To- 
bapo is heading for the 
“debt trap.”’ 

In any event, the, pri- 
vate sector must now 
gear itself to searching 
out and activating its 
own stimuli, creating 
its own markets, 
generating its own sur- 
pluses and supplement- 
ing these by new and 
innovative means of 
inobilising the savings 
of the community for 
investment in the prod- 
uctive sectors of the 
economy. 


Foreign Reserves 


In pursuing these go- 
als one must be ever 
mindful of the precart- 
ous position of the 
foreign reserves and 
the need for caution in 
creating claims 
against this account. 
While joint ventures 
are welcome in view of 
the low level of domest- 
ic savings and the need 
for access to external 
(already developed) 
markets, care will. ave 
to be exercised that 
the claims established 
by partners are com- 
patible with the bene- 
fits accruing from 
them. There will be 
need for a policy on 
technology imports and 
the import of services. 

Morcover, bearing ip 
mind the. need to ex- 
pand exports to supple- 
ment dwindling oil re- 
ceipts, it is apparent 
that these new indus- 
tries should be capable 
of generating a value ol 
exports close to those 
previously enjoyed by 
the declining sector. 

All of this points not 
to “sunset’’ industrics 


but to new industries 
employing rather ad- 
vanced technologies, 
riding the product cy- 
cle and geared to enter 
international trade in 
competition with all 
comers. The : implica- 
tion of such a new 
Strategy will be as fol- 
lows: 

1. Possible substan- 
tial shifts in the direc- 
tion of investment and 
a Windcning of the base 
sourcing these invest- 
ments. 

2. Intense training 


and re-training of hu-. 


man resources to pro- 
duce a work-force capa- 
ble of manning and 
managing such indus- 
tries. 

3. gong of the 
risk factors affecting 
investment decisions, 
and perhaps a re- 
examination of expec- 
tations regarding ac- 
ceptable time-frames 
for returns on that in- 
vestment. 

4. A massive informa- 
tion and education 

rogramme (apart 
rom the qualitative 
one) to influence at- 
titudes in the commu- 
nity at large which are 
compatible with the 
more risky and com- 
petitive world which 
we must enter. 

5. A cooperative 
search by labour and 
management for an al- 
ternative to the tradi- 
tional adversarial rela- 
tionship and for a forum 
in which to pursue their 
mutual interests in the 
development of. the in- 
dustrics on which they 
both, and the entire 
communiiy, will de- 
pend. 


Some Features 


I have already touch- 
cd upon some of the ad- 
justments required in 
our system of govern- 
ment. Since the 
economic Cannot be di- 
vorced from the politic- 
al, I shall outline some 
of the features of our 
programme on behalf of 
the National Alliance 
for Reconstruction. 

1. Strengthening of 
the parliamentary sys- 
tem of government, ¢es- 
tablishing clear lines of 
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responsibility and 
mechanisms for accoun- 
vege including 
codes of ethics, the in- 
tezrity legislation § re- 
quired by the Constitu- 
tion, and a programme 
of public education on 
the need for standards 
of conduct in public life. 

2. Entrenchment of 
the citizen's democrat- 
ic right to know in an 
information Act. 

3. Reorganisation, re- 
training and re- 
orientation of the Publ- 
ic Service towards effi- 
ciency and prod- 
uctivity, and removal 
of the hand of party 
politics from this area 
of our national life. 


Local Problems 


4. Decentralisation of 
the system of govern- 
ment allowing people in 
their local com- 
munities to be more 
identified witn the so- 
lution of their local 
problems and the sup- 
ply of their local needs. 

5. A rapid scaling 
down of the Govern- 
ment’s inte: veationist 
role in the economy, in- 
cluding divestment of 
some of the state en- 
terprises. 

6. A clear and une- 
quivocal pom of pro- 
motion of private initi- 
ative, self-reliance, 
self-help and creativity 
in all sections of the 
coinmunity. 

_ 7. A vapid dismantl- 
ing of the crippling re- 
strictions caused by in- 
cfficient and anti- 
quated regulations. 

8° A dramatic in- 
crease in speed in the 
decision-making pro- 
cess. 

9. Revamping of the 
education system to 
meet tne needs of «a 
technologically oriented 
socicty. 

10. Promotion of na- 
tional unity through 
close collaboration 
with all sections of our 
society in the formula- 
tion of national and re- 
gional programmes and 
providing a climate of 
security for all the 
various ethnic strains 
im our multi-cultural 
society. 

It is in this context 
only that we will be 














able to mount a= suc- 
cessful programme of 
economic recovery and 
reconstruction of. the 
national economy. 


Shot-term Needs 


Our economic recov- 
ery plan will, of course, 
be addressed to short- 
term needs while our 
reconstruction plan 
will be directed to- 
wards: the long-term. 
Both will proceed 
simultaneously. 


The combined effect 
of the programmes in 
housing, agriculture 
and tourism designed 
to supply such basic 
needs as shelter, food 
and foreign exchange 
will be to stimulate de- 
mand for manufactures 
as well as to supply the 
needs for infra- 
structural devel- 
opment and household 
furniture and = equip- 
ment, 

The man whom the 
population now regards 
as our Housing Minister 
has promised us 200,000 
housing units in two 
years. ‘“‘Only give me 
the land,"’ he says. All 
he needs is 40,000 acres 
and Caroni alone has 
that acerage in a state 
of idjencss. 

I personally would 


nut encourage him to 
build so many houses in 
one year. As the 
economists would say, 
we have to think of the 
macro-effects. We have 
to plan the whole so as 
not to create too many 
shortages or over-heat 
the economy. I would be 
moderately satisfied 
with a performance of 
ten times as many 
houses as the present 
Government can build 
in one year. 


Idle Land 


By encouraging scelf- 
help and private initia- 
tive, and putting to use 
counticss acres of idle 
land either for agricul- 
ture or for housing, em- 
ploying the con- 
siderable. stocks of ma- 
chinery and cquipment 
built up by the con- 
struction industry dur- 


ing the boofn years and 
now lying idle, and in- 
corporating the exper)- 
ence, the techniques 
and the cominitment 
demonstrated in the 
Sou Sou Lands project, 
entirely new com- 
munities can be bunt 
to satisfy the housing 
and other needs of the 
population, to stimu- 
late output in a num- 
ber of fields and to pro- 
vide employment and 
incomes. 


Add to this program- 
me an integrated plan 
of tourism expansion 
along with cultural, cn- 
vironmental, agricul- 
tural, sport and recrca- 
tional’ programmes, 
and there is the basis 
for. expansion with the 
widest possible rippie 
effects throu,hout the 
economy. 


Job Security 


Such of the state en- 
terprises as are re- 
tained will be required 
to ‘make their way in 
the commcereis! world. 
Efficient enterprises. 
will be encouraged to 
expand. It must be ap- 
preciated that job se- 
curity can only be as- 
sured by expansion in 
the productive sector 
and particularly in 
that part of the sector 
that earns foreign ex- 
change. 


The tax structure 
will therefore be orient- 
ed away from mere rev- 
enue-raising to give 
strong support to the 
development thrust. 


Having regard to the 
state of government f1- 
nances, the Govern- 
ment will no longer be 
able to generate sur- 
pluses for direct invest- 
ment in the manner of 
the boom years. Strong 
incentives will there- 
fore be given to private 
savings and invest- 
ment. The tax struc- 
ture must be geared to 
the need to generate 
domestic savings and 
private investment on 
a far larger and broader 
base than.ever cn- 
visaged. «°° ©: 

There must be allow- 
ances for employment. 
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added local value, pro- 
fits from realised 
foreign exchange carn- 
ings, new P ucts in- 
cluding high-tech prod- 
ucts, and sucro-iech 
products, and for social 
expenditures that add 
to the stock of “human 
capital. There will be 
incentives to increase 
the application of new 
technology. 


Personal Income 


Taking inflation into 
account, the personal 
income tax allowance 
must be substantially 
increased to about 
$12,000 and the number 
of tax bands reduced. 


Our major long-term 
thrust will be in the 
field of manufacturing. 
And here, all the na- 
tion's talent all its 
crealivily, all its 
genius, its drive and en- 
ergy will have to be 
mobilised to the ful- 
lest. 


The restructuring 
and reorientation and 
re-training of the Publ- 
ic Service must be di- 
rected particularly at 
those functions which 
support the economic 
expansion programme, 
and even.more particul- 
arly in the area of the 
export drive; the de- 
partment of industry 
and commerce; the 
Central Bank, customs 
and inland revenuc, the 
Ministry of Finance and 
Planning, the immigra- 
tion department, to 
name a few, must 
achieve unprecedented 
levels of efficiency. 


Coping-stone 


I have no doubt what- 
ever, that with the ap- 
propriate reorganisa- 
tion and leadershis 
they can.and will at- 
tain these levels. 


The coping-stone for 
the new thrust will be a 
department of technol- 
ogy. The function of 
this department will be 
to collaborate ,with the 
private sector and the 
University of the West 
Indies and other in- 
stitutions in monitor- 








ing technological im- 
provements in differ- 
ent parts of the world 
in areas related to the 
industrialisation prog- 


ramme in order to 
stimulate technologic- 
al advances at all levels 
of the production pro- 
cess, from. the stand- 
ardisation, le 
tion and packaging of 
bene balls to the prod- 
ucts of the highly com- 
petitive high-tech in- 
dustries. 

Its function must in- 
clude matters such as 
stimulating design 
capabilities and mate- 
rials fabrication; en- 
gineering industries, 
measures to capture 
the creative talents 
and skills displayed in 
Carnival and channel- 
ing these into industry. 
It must assist in con- 
verting the steel pan 
into an exportable prod- 
uct and in developing a 
whole range of saleable 
products out of the 
numerous manifesta- 
tions of the rich varie- 
ty of cultures in our so- 
ciely. 

For many of these 
latter products, the 
tourism industry will 
provide a ready-made 
and expanding market. 


Industrial Thrust 


However, achieve- 
ments in all these fields 
will be merely laying 
the foundations for the 
industrial thrust the 
centrepiece of which 
will be, not the energy- 
based industries as the 

overnment misguided- 
y believed, but rather 
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the industries and 
other enterprises 
which produce very 
basic ingredients for in- 
digenous industrial ex- 
pansion, such as metals 
and materials fabricat- 
ing. industrial design 
capabilities and the en- 
gineering indusfries. 

Creation or expansion 
of the e enterprises 
will result in the neces- 
sary network of link- 
ages to ensure a self- 
reinforcing manufac- 
turing capability and a 
platform for industrial 
expansion both to sup- 

ly domestic needs and 
or export. 

The programme will 
be geared to produce a 
_ level of permanent 
jo s ‘and opportunities 
or self-improvement 
and career fulfilment. 
Hence individual in. 
volvement in continu 
ous training and -re 


training programmes 
will have to incor- 
porated as part of our 
culture. 

' International _com- 
petition in — industry 
will require a measure 
of discipline and tough- 
ness that we are yet to 
acquire. «But has any- 
one ‘ever. seen Viv 
Richards and company 
preparing for'a Test- 
match?" .‘*The Ham- 
mer’’ with his band up 
on Laventille Hill pre- 
paring tor competition 
in the ““Savan °*'? 


National unity 


Well, its all. there in 
the raw. It is the task 
of leadership’ to .‘‘cul- 
ture’ tt. i? 
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The whole program- 
me has to be infused 
with a high sense of na- 
tional purpose and na- 
tional unity: There are 
some among us who for 
ndcrow selfish reasons 
would wish to , divide 
this country. inio Afri- 
can, Indian, . French 
Creole and _ others, 
generafing feelings of 
exclusivity and hatred 
on ethnic grounds. ¥ re- 
pudiatesucha policy ab- 
solutely. * wh, 

[ believe that it is 
only by promoting the 
kind of social climate 
that can produce in all 
of us a feeling of securi- 
ty and a sense of be- 
longing «within the 
framework of the- na- 
tional community } that 
we can have that de- 
ree of commitment 
that is so necessary in 
building a nation. *- 

- . « $. 
Our Cultures 

I believe that the 
richness and variety of 
our cultures, our pro- 
foundly significant’ his- 
torical experience ‘and 
the attractiveness of 
our national environ- 
ment have uniquely 
equipped us not only to 
meet the challenges of 
a competitive © world 
but also for a construc- 
tive role ‘among: our 
Caribbean neighbours 
and in the. world com- 
munity of nations. 

However, we can only 
succeed if’ we, truly 
understand that our fu- 
ture as a nation lies not 
in what others can do 
for us but in what we 
can do for ourselves. 
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THE NATIONAL Alliance for Re- 
construction National Council meetin 
which took pluce on Saturday ome 
on “domestic matters,” according to 
the party's public relations officer Ken 
Ablack. The NAR’s membership drive, 
contents of the statutory declaration to 
be made by prospective candidates, 
voter registration, and discussion of 
the party’s constitution were the main 
~— ge i 

me 10,000 people have now regis- 
tered as members of the NAR, but 
there are 30,000 former members of 
the former Organisation for National 
Reconstruction (ONR) alone whom 
the NAR would like to locate. 

While members of former units that 
went into the NAR are automatically 
members of the NAR, they have been 
asked to regularise their membership. 
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A clause in the statutory declaration 
to be made by prospective candidates 
concerning commitment to the party's 
programme and philosophy is to be 
redrafted. Efforts by the party to have 
voters lists made accurate have gone 
better in some constituencies than 
others, according to Ablack. 

“Some constituency organisations 
have information that should be sub- 
mitted to the Elections and Bounda- 
ries Commission,” he explained, “and 
we hope this will now be done.” 

There were calls for a party confer- 
ence to continue discussion of the 
party’s constitution which was post- 

ned last February. Some confusion 

as occurred at constituency confer- 
nena eso ee of the constitu- 
ion dealing with party organisati 
have not been clarified. Bec rf 
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NAR'S TEWARIE DISCUSSES POLITICAL, SOCIAL VIEWS 


'Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 11 May 86 p 8 


[Gail Alexander column "Politics: "PNM Failed the Country and We Must Move 
On--An Interview with the NAR General Secretary” ] 


[Text] In 1976 and 1981 Beau Tewarie weathered the political defeat of the 
parties he was involved with at those times--Tapia and the Alliance--with a 
sense of acknowledgement which still did not shake his belief in the need for 
a change of government in this country. 


Now in another election year, Dr. Tewarie, 38, holds the position of general 
secretary of the National Alliance for Reconstruction (NAR), a vigorous new 
entity born of the same need for change which has so far brought the PhD 
scholar and UWI lecturer closer to the heart of politics then he had been 
before. 


And while his involvment with Tapia--which he joined in 1971--and the Alliance 
has prepared him for manoeuvres in the political arena to an extent, this 
experience only serves to emphasise just what a big-league ball game his 
affiliation with the NAR has catapulted him to. 


Scion of a staunchly Hindu family of Curepe, Dr. Tewarie is married to a 
secondary school teacher and is the father of two. He has been based at 
Cunupia for the last couple of years, living in a housing development project 
which a group of associates put together. 


Adjusting his own feelings and ideas to the goals and philosophies of the NAR 
has taken time. As the party's flag is hoisted even higher, he is also 
discovering just how much of a price the campaign trail can exact. 


It doesn't only mean unavoidably missing a class now and again. No matter how 
much students appear to understand, Dr. Tewarie has learnt that not everybody 
elses seems to. 


He says: 


"Some people say that I've changed that I've become too ambitious, that I want 
to rise too fast. If I am ambitious it is simply to influence the destiny of 











my nation and people. Right now I see politic's as an extension of my career 
as a teacher and my commitment to education. It's another opportunity for 
public service really; most people of my generation share a kind of commitment 
to social cohesion and national development.” 


Public Awareness 


The abrasiveness which he has been encountering along the way hasn't shaken 
his conviction in the strength of the NAR. The atmosphere for this party is 
right, he feels, and the present chemistry should produce favourable results. 


He describes the basis of this particular chemistry as one part public 
awareness of the fact that a means of survivial must be devised and the other 
part as a pervasive feeling that such a solution cannot be had if the PNM is 
allowed to win the next general election. 


In the event of the Opposition's success as the polls, one may wonder--for all 
the obvious reasons--what is to stop the NAR from degenerating along the same 
route as the PNM. The party's general secretary bases his answer on three 
points. 


Like many in the NAR, he believes that in view of 39 years of Government by 
the PNM, the Opposition is unlikely to repeat the mistakes of the ruling 
party, especially since they are aware of how the PNM has become mired and 
therefore would hardly venture into such quicksand again. He adds: 


"We have taken so long to come together that most of the problems which one 
would expect have been threshed out to a large degree. It's no secret. In 
bringing this party together we have had everything: extreme differences, 
conflicts of opinion, complicated clashes. But the NAR has first and foremost 
to be concerned with presenting a superior alternative to the PNM. We have to 
put everything aside and focus on this.” 


Political Culture 


Dr. Tewarie says: "As a party which must do so, it is still necessary io 
transform the NAR's political culture into something entirely different to the 
ruling party's. 


“We have to work harder along the principles of commitment and democracy, open 
dialogue and discussion, as well as a recognition of talent and 
ability--moreso a structure that functions as an organisation. 


Reflecting a bit, he adds that the party has already gone a long way towards 
achieving such principles. But whether or not the NAR is successful, it will 
still agitate for reactivation of a sound economy hinging on development from 
within he says. 


“This is not something which can be imported. We should be looking to our 
resources. For example, Government for a long while neglected agriculture, 
which can be developed in all sorts of ways. There are other things, of 











couse, but the key idea is that only Trinidadians and Tobagonians have an 
interest in developing this country.” 


“And then again the NAR is also very concerned, as I am myself, with a 
Caribbean vulnerability to the outside world.” 


At one time, a secondary school teicher, Dr. Tewarie completed his PhD in 
1983. He says he has often been accused of lacking a grassroots image 
probably as a result of his days with the Tapia Movement, a party which many 
considered overly idealistic and intellectual-oriented. 


Prosperity and Progress 


Nevertheless, he stoutly defends the need for intellectuals in a country which 
desires progress and prosperity. One cannot, he argues, have policies without 
coherent thought, idea and reflection. 


"And in any case, this country has been noted in politics as once being led by 
an Oxford-educated PhD scholar,” he says. 


Apart from his political work, Dr. Tewarie has recently been writing a paper 
on local authors including Vidia Naipaul and Earl Lovelace, and another on the 
East Indian in Trinidad and Tobago literature. He derives a great deal of 
pleasure from this, so much so, he says, that when he is writing politics 
takes a back seat--at least a seat on the side anyway. 


"You know, I don't want to be known as the type of politician who waffles on, 
saying everything and very little I have no quarrel with anybody in the PNM. 
I understand what they tried to do and I sympathise with the emotional 
investment of those who have supported that movement for many years. 


“But the PNM has failed and as a country we must move on--it is as simple as 
that,” he declares. 
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OWTU OFFICIAL SEES TRADE UNION MOVEMENT UNDER ATTACK 


Port-of-Spain DAILY EXPRESS in English 2 May 86 p 2 
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[Text ] 
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“IT IS a sad’ May Day, our backs are against the wall, we are being 
beaten mercilessly by the employers and we need not expect any 
compassion, not even from the Parliament. The question is what are we 
going to do about it.” ; ; 

The words of Cecil Peul, second vice president of the Oilfields Workers Trade 
Union, as he addressed a May Day rally at TIWU Hall, Laventille yesterday. 

There is no group of workers in the.country which is not taking a beating, he 
said. He added: “We are not signing any new collective agreements and all the 


collective agreements are expiring.” The institution 
of collective bargaining, he went on, is virtually dead. 
Violations of collective agreements are now the norm 
while at one time they were the exception. 

Paul said that trade unions in the society are being 
emasculated and the society is “picking us off one by ~ 
one.” The trade union movement in country, he 
explained, comprised approximately a quarter million 
people, but “50,000 have already been lost.” —- 

Unless something is done, he said, there will be the 
de-uriionisation of large sectors of workers, the trade 
union movement will be weak and immobilised and . 
will: lose its bargaining power. Were it not for the 
trade union movement, he said, many democratic 
rights would be iost. P 

He said that it was the trade union movement that 

t the right to vote and fought against the Public 

rder -Act. “In the absence of the trade union - 
movement they will do anything to us.” | 
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